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.“* When a difpute arifes between any 
s¢ of the ftates, they order an appeal to congrefs, an en- 
‘* quiry by congrefs, a hearing, and a decifion. But here 
“‘ they ftop. What is moft of all neceffary, is omitted. 
** No provifion is made for enforcing the decifions of 

“‘congrefs: and this renders them inefficient and futile. 

*¢ Jam by nomeans qualified to point out the beft method 
‘¢ of removing this defect. Much muft be given up; nor 
*¢ is it eafy to give up too much. Without all doubt, the 
“ powers of congrefs MUST be enlarged. In par~ 
*¢ ticular, a power muft be given it, to collect, on certain 
** emergencies, the force of the confederacy, and to 
*‘ employ it in carrying its decifions into execution. A 
** ftate, againft which a decifion is made, wilt yield, of 
“¢ courfe, when it knows that fuch a force exifts, and 
$¢ that it allows no hope from refiftance.”. . . Price. 


~-....“ The credit of the united ftates, their 
* ftrength, their refpectablenefs abroad, their liberty at 
** home, and even their exiftence, depend on the preferva- 
* tion of a firm political union: and fuchan union can- 
** not be preferved, without giving all poffible weight 


‘‘ and energy to that delegation which conftitutes the 
* ynion.”. . . . Idem. 














Addrefs of the Convention 
held at Annapolis, in Sep- 
tember, 1786. 


To the honourable the legifla- 
tures of Virginia, Delaware, 
Pennfylvania, New Jerfey, 
and New York : 


The commiffioners from the 
faid ftates refpectively af- 
fembled at Annapolis, hum- 
bly beg leave to report, 


i ay a purfuant to their 
feveral appointments, 
they met at Annapolis, in the 
ftate of Maryland, on the r1th 
day of September inftant, and 
having proceeded to a commu- 
nication of their powers, they 
found that the ftates of New- 
York, Pennfylvania, and Vir- 
ginia, had, in fubftance, and 
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nearly in the fame ternas, au- 
thorifed their refpective com- 
miffioners, ‘‘ to meet fuch 
“‘commiflioners as were, or 
“might be, appointed by 
** the other ftates in the union, 
“at fuch time and place as 
** fhould be agreed upon by 
“‘ the faid commiffioners, to 
“* take into confideration the 
“¢ erade and commerce of the 
“united ftates ; to confider 
“* how far an uniform fyftem 
“< in their commercial inter- 
“* courfe and regulations might 
“* be neceflary to their com- 
‘* mon intereft and permanent 
** harmony ; and to report to 
“the feveral ftates fuch an 
‘¢ act, relative to this great 
** object, as, when unani- 
“‘moufly ratified by them, 
* se | enable the united 
‘“ ftates in congrefs affembled, 
** effec- 
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*‘ effectually to provide for 
** the fame.” 

That the ftate of Delaware 
had given fimilar powers to 
their commiffioners, with this 
difference only, that the act to 
be framed, in virtue of thefe 
powers, is required to be re- 
ported “* to the united ftates 
“‘in congrefs affembled, to 
** be agreed to by them, and 
“* confirmed by the legiflature 
“* of every ftate.” 

That the ftate of New Jerfey 
had enlarged the object of 
their appointment, empower- 
ing their commiflioners ** to 
** confider how far an uniform 
“‘ fyftem in their commercial 
** regulations, and other im- 
“‘ portant matters, might be 
** neceflary to the common in- 
“* tereft and permanent har- 
“mony of the feveral ftates ; 
“* and to report fuch an act on 
“ the fubject, as, when rati- 
*¢ fied by them, would enable 
““ the united ftates in congrefs 


“¢ affembled, effectually to pro- 


** vide for the exigencies of 
*¢ the union.” 3 

That appointments of com- 
miffioners have alfo been made 
by the ftates of New Hamp- 
fhire, Maffachufetts, Rhode- 
IMand, and North Carolina, 
none of whom, however, have 
attended. But that no infor- 
mation has been received by 
your commiffioners, of any ap- 

ointment having been made 

y the ftates of Connecticut, 
Maryland, South Carolina, 
er Georgia. 


That the exprefs terms of 
the powers to your commif- 
fioners, fuppofing a deputation 
from all the ftates, and having 
for object the trade and com- 
merce of the united ftates, 
your commiffioners did not 
conceive it advifable to pros 
ceed to the bufinefs of their 
miffion, under the circum- 
ftance of fo partial and defec- 
tive a reprefentation. 

Deeply impreffed, however, 
with the magnitude and im- 
portance of the object confi- 
ded to them on this occafion, 
your commiffioners cannot 


forbear to indulge an expref- 
fion of their earneft and una- 
nimous wifh, that fpeedy mea- 
fures may be taken to effect a 
general meeting of the ftates, 


in a future convention, for the 
fame and fuch other purpofes, 
as the fituation of public af- 
fairs may be found to require. 

If, in expreffing this with, 
or in imtimating any other 
fentiment, your commiffion- 
ers fhould feem to exceed the 
ftrict bounds of their appoint- 
ment, they entertain a full 
confidence, that a conduct, 
dictated by an anxiety for the 
welfare of the united ftates, 
will not fail to receive an in- 
dulgent conftruction. 

In this perfuafion, your 
commiffioners fubmit an opi- 
nion, that the idea of extend- 
ing the powers of their depu- 
ties to other obects than thofe 
of commerce, which has been 
adopted by the ftate of New 

Jerfey, 
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Jerfey, was an improvement 
on the original plan, and will 
deferve to be incorporated 
into that of a future conven- 
tion. They are the more natu- 
rally led to this conclufion, as, 
in the courfe of their reflec- 
tions on the fubject, they 
have been induced to think, 
that the power of regulating 
trade, is of fuch comprehen- 


| five extent, and will enter fo 


far into the general fyftem of 
the federal government, that, 
to give it efiicacy, and to 
obviate queftions and doubts 
concerning its precife nature 
and limits, may require a 
correfpondent adjuftment of 
other parts of the federal 
fyftem. 

That there are important de- 
fects in the fyftem of the fede- 
ral government, isacknowledg- 
ed by the acts of all thofe ftates 
which have concurred in the 
prefent meeting ; that the de- 
fects uponacloferexamination 
may be found greater, and more 
numerous, than even thefe acts 
imply, is at leaft fo far proba- 
ble, from the embarraffments 
which characterife the prefent 
ftate of our national affairs, fo- 
reign and domeftic, as may rea- 
fonably be fuppofed to merit a 
deliberate and candid difcuf- 
fion, in fome mode which will 
unite the fentiments and coun- 
cils of all the ftates. In the 
choice of the mode, your com- 
miffioners are of opinion, that 
a convention of deputies from 
the different ftates, for the 


fpecial and fole purpofe of en- 
tering into this inveftigation, 
and digefting a plan for fup- 
plying fuch defects as may be 
difcovered to exift, will be en- 
titled to a preference, from 
confiderations which will oc-. 
cur without being particula- 
rifed. 

Your commiffioners decline 
an enumeration of thofe na- 
tions! circumftances on which 
their opinion, refpecting the 
propriety of a future conventi- 
on, with more enlarged pow- 
ers, is founded; as it would 

e an ufelefs intrufion of facts 
and obfervations, moft of 
which have been frequently 
the fubject of public difcuffion, 
and none of which’can have 
efcaped the penetration of 
thofe to whom they would in 
this inftance be addreffed. 
They are however of a nature 
fo ferious, as, in the view of 
your commiflioners, to render 
the fituation of the united 
ftates delicate and critical, 
calling for an exertion of the 
united virtue and wifdom of 
all the members of the confe- 
deracy. 

Under this impreffion, your 
commilflioners, with the moft 
re{pectful deference, beg leave 
to fuggeft their unanimous 
conviction, that it may effen- 
tially tend to advance the in- 
tereft of the union, if the ftates 
by whom they have been ref- 
pectively delegated would con- 
cur themfelves, and ufe their 
endeavours to procure the con- 

currence 
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currence of the other ftates, in 
the appointment of commiffi- 
oners to meet at Philadelphia 
on the fecond Monday in May 
next, to take into confiderari- 
6n the fituation of the united 
ftates, to devife fuch further 
provifions as fhall appear to 
them neceffary to render the 
conftitution of the federal go- 
vernment adequate to the exi- 
gencies of the union; and to 
report fuch an act for that pur- 
pvofe to the united ftates in. 
congrefs affembled, as, when 
agreed to by them, and after- 
wards confirmed by the legif- 
Jature of every ftate, will effec- 
tually provide for the fame. 

Though your commifiion- 
ers could not with propriety 
addrefs thefe obfervations and 
fentimentstoany but the ftates 
they have the honour to repre- 
fent; they have neverthelefs 
concluded, from motives of 
refpect, to tranfmit copies of 
this report to the united ftates 
in congrefs affembled, and to 
the executives of the other 
flates. 

John Dickinfon, Chairman. 

Annapolis, Sept. 14, 1786. 


4 POS 0 


A View of the Federa/ Go- 
vernment of America. Its 
defeéts, and a propofed re- 
medy. 


LETTER I. 


IN every government, there 
feems to be a point of per- 
fe&tion, which eftablifhes a 


juft balance between the rights 
of the people, and its own co. 
ercive power. On either fide 
of this point, there is equal 
danger of political deftruction. 
On the one hand, if the execu- 
tive authority becomes too ab- 
folute, corruption, with all its 
infectious train, mixes with 
the adminiftration, and the 
progreffion only ftops at the 
utmoft bounds of defpotic 
fway. On the other, if there 
be no coercion, a general de- 
cadence enfues, till the com- 
ponent parts feparate by fer- 
mentation, and the whole dif- 
folves into confufion. In this 
fituation, perfonal ftrength 
becomes the criterion of pow- 
er; and power is then the ar- 
biter of right. Mankind, thus 
reduced toa ftate of nature, 
are governed only by natural 
motives : and numberlefs lit- 
tle defpots, within the circle 
of their own influence, keep 
the weak and timid fubje& to 
their uncontrouled will. Of 
thefe fituations, that feems the 
lefs to be feared, which wears 
the greater probability of 
working its own cure. When- 
ver a revolution takes place 
in confequence of an over- 
ftretch of power, a focial 
compact generally follows : 
and, if this is wifely made, 
a well-organized government, 
on true principles of freedom, 
is the natural effect. But in 
every revolution from a dif- 
ordered democracy, the au- 
thority of one man is the only 

fource 
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fource from which good order 
jsexpected : and all who want 
protection, cry out for a dic- 
tator, who foom becomes a 
king, and then ripens into a 

‘rant. Thus we fee that in 
the courfe of national affairs, 
the wr of the people is in 
a more hazardous fituation, 
when the finews of government 
are unftrung, than when they 
are drawn too tight. In the 
latter cafe, there are hopes of 
their being ftretched toa rup- 
ture: but in the former, there 
is no profpect of reftoring 
their wonted elafticity. 

I have been led to thefe re- 
flections, by confidering the 
prefent ftate of our federal 
government, which prefents 
the melancholy picture of a 
headlefs body, where the tre- 
mulous motion of the fevered 
nerves, is the only fign of re- 
maining life. That this is not 
a high-coloured reprefenta~ 
tion, will be feen by examin- 
ing’ the powers of congrefs-— 
if the right of one ayours, 
and receiving refufals, can be 
called power. Here let me 
ask the indulgence of my 
countrymen, in exprefling my 
fentiments like a freeborn 
American, without meanly 
courting applaufe, or weakly 
fearing blame. They proceed 
from a heart that. is willing to 
ftand any teft of attachment 
to the laws and liberties of 
thefe united ftates: and under 
this conviction, I feel myfelf 


29 
affured of their candid recep 
tian throughout America, 

There are three grand im- 
mutable principles in good go- 
vernment, which fo intimate- 
ly depend upon each other, 
that it is an abfurdity in terms 
to give that name to any con- 
ftitution where they are not 
in complete and uniform ac- 
tion. Thefe principles are the 
legiflative, the judicial, and 
the executive. What cyphers 
muft thofe legiflators be, who 
cannot bring their own laws 
into judicial operation? and 
how trifling are thofe decifions 
which cannot be enforeed? like 
the weak commands of a fuper- 
annuated matron, the more 
they are attempted to be exe- 
cuted, the deeper they fink 
into contempt. 

The articles of confederati< 
on were made for the tempora- 
ry purpofes of 'a war; they were 
as wilely drawn as the then 
fituation of the country would 
permit: for, preffed by danger 
on every fide, our immediate 
defence was uppermoft in our 
minds, and our attention was 
naturally abforbed by objedts 
of magnitude that furrounded 
us, while only time and reflec- 
tion could make us acquainted 
with more important ones at a 
diftance. In this fituation, 
we voluntarily gave the force 
of law to recommendations, 
which we now treat like come 
mon advice. 

Thus the confederation, 
thar 
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that appeared fo perfect in its 
original ftate, is become a 
loofe, incomplete agreement, 
totally inconfiftent with its 
own ee ge By this politi- 
cal compact, the united ftates 
in congrefs have ‘ exclufive 
zight and power’ for the fol- 
lowing purpofes, without be- 
ing able to execute one of them. 

They may ‘ make and con- 
clude treaties ;? but can only 
recommend the obfervance of 
them. 

They may appoint ambafla- 
dors; but cannot defray even 
the expences of their tables. 

They may borrow money in 
their own name, on the faith of 
the union; but cannot pay a 
dollar. 

They may coin money ; but 
cannot purchafe an ounce of 
bullion. 

They may make war, and 
determine what number of 
troops are neceflary; but can- 
not raife a fingle foldier. In 
fhort, they may DECLARE 
every thing, butcan DO no- 
thing. 

This is no longer a fecret in 
Europe: and our ambaffadors 
abroad are treated with bare ci- 
vility by allies, and with ne- 
glect by aliens. Letters from 
mr. A himfelf have been pub- 
licly fhewn in our capital ci- 
ties, and we have there read, 
that the Americans, in the efti- 
mation of Englifhmen, are 
funk into the loweft pit of con- 
tempt. The government and 


people of that ifland, fpeak of 
us as they do of animals that 
contaminate by the touch: 
while our public faith, like that 
of ancient Carthage, is fettled 
into a vulgar proverb. 

In fhort, if the fanatic ra- 
vings of a crazy nobleman, did 
not bring our ambaffador fome- 
times into public view, it 
would foon be forgotten that 
fuch a character ever appeared 
at St. James’s. 

The Englith give themfelves 
no trouble about completing 
the conditions of the treaty of 
peace, and never intend to eva- 
cuate our weftern pofts. The 
with to provoke us to attac 
them, becaufe they with to o- 
pen another quarrel: and as 
they feel a contempt for our fe- 
deral government, they think 
our difunion will make us an 
eafy conqueft. Under the in- 
fluence of thefe ideas, they 
have, in imagination, already 
divided America into as many 
vice-royalties, as they have roy- 
al cubs to provide for. 

If any thing can be added to 
this defcription of the impo- 
tence of our federal govern- 
ment, it muft be a total want 
of authority over its own mem- 
bers. We have feen a recent 
inftance of this in the lofs of a 
late queftion, the confequence 
of which is, that any member 
may leave congrefs, whenever 
he pleafes, without their leave, 
or that of the ftate- he repre- 
fents. The moft important 

queftios 
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eftion may therefore be loft 
by the wilful abfence of one. 


delegate. 

To illuftrate this truth, I will 
fuppofe a cafe, which the me- 
mory of fome of my fellow ci- 
tizens who have been in con- 
grefs, may perhaps apply to 
fact. 

Suppofe exactly nine ftates 
to be affembled, (and more fel- 
dom meet)--fuppofe a foreign 
alliance, a loan, = war, or any 
queftion on which the general 
welfare depends, to be under 
debate. The vote under thefe 
circumftances, muft be unani- 
mous, or it cannot be deci- 
five-—Then any delegate of a 
ftate that fends only two mem- 
bers, who diflikes 2 meafure 
(and congrefs muft be pure in- 
deed, if there be not one wrong- 
head in it) may by walking 
out, leave only eight ftates and 
ahalf prefent, and thus deftroy 
the power of decifion: there 
being no authority to keep him 
in his feat, he in effect exerci- 
fes a negative voice over the 
united ftares, and annuls their 
meafures, as completely as the 
grand Turk can annul the pro- 
ceedings of the divan. 

I am forry to draw fuch a 
melancholy picture, but its 
truth alt be its apology. I 
mean no difrefpect to our ru- 
lers, either collectively or in- 
dividually ; I only wifh they 
were rulers in reality, inftead 
of being fo only in idea. An 
ardent and unequivocal affec- 
tion for my country, tears this 
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reprefentation frcem me: and 
my heart bleeds, while my pen 
traces only the outlines of our 
difgrace and mifery. 
| hes been a great fource of 
efror among our politicians, to 
have the republics of Greece 
and Rome, floating in their 
dazzled view, as models for 
America, when there is fcarce- 
ly & point of parity between 
them and us. One of the Spar- 
tan virtués, was adroit thiev- 
ing: and the great objet of 
Roman patriotifm, was the 
conqué¢ft of their neighbours. 
Thefe republics made peace, 
but with a view of going to war 
again: and where they faw a 
profpect of plunder, they ne- 
ver wanted a motive. In fai- 
lure of a common enemy, they 
ufed to fight with each other ; 
and Athens and Lacedemon, 
have been feen in alternate 
profperity and diftrefs by their 
mutual depredations. The ge- 
nius of America, on the con- 
trary, is peace; arts, agricul- 
ture, and commerce, are her 
great fources of wealth and 
happinefs ; thefe can never 
flourifh, but ina free, yet ener- 
getic government ; and this is 
all that is wanting to complete 
our public happinefs. It is not 
yet too late, and I hope we fhall 
foon roufe ourfelves into mea- 
fures, that will fave us from the 
ruin into which we are rapidly 
fliding. 
Let us then ftrengthen ous 
federal | tgrinareuak let it be 


poffeffed of sheshree principles 
in 


















































































































































298 
in full extent ; and let us con- 
dition, that congrefs fhall ex- 
ercife due authority over them- 
felves: legiflative, judicialand 
executive powers may be given 
to that body without endan- 
gering the liberty of the fub- 
ject, fince by a right of recall, 
the ftates can diffolve this au- 
thority the moment it is abu- 
fed: but where legiflators, in 
due rotation, are governors 
and fubjects, there feems little 
c ffuch abufe. 

\i,, candid and intelligent 
readers, will pardon a further 
intrufion upon their patience, 
when I clofe with a quotation 
from the fage and fublime Mon- 
tefquieu. 

‘* As diftant as heaven is 
from earth, fo is the true fpirit 
of equality from that of ex- 
treme equality. The former 
does not imply that every bo- 
dy fhould command, or that 
no one fhould be commanded, 
but that we obey or command 
our equals, It endeavours not 
to fhake off the authority of a 
mafter, but that its mafters 
fhould be none but its equals. 

“¢ In the ftate of nature in- 
deed, all men are born equal : 
but they cannot continue in 
this equality. Society makes 
them lofe it, and they recover 
it only by the protection of the 
laws. 

“¢ Such is the difference be- 
tween a well regulated demo- 
cracy, and one that is not fo, 
that in the former, men are c- 
gual only as citizens, but in 
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the latter, they are equal alfo 
as magiftrates, as fenators, as 
judges, as fathers, as husbands 
or as mafters. 

** The natural place of vir- 
tue is near to liberty, but it is 
not nearer to excehiive liberty, 
than to fervitude.” 


A BOSTONIAN. 
LETTER Il. 
On the fame Subjeéd. 
E taest! a free people ought 


to be jealous of - their 
rights and liberties, is one of 
the fundamental articles of our 
political creed; but there is a 
wide difference between man- 
ly jealoufy and mean fufpici- 
on; the one dignifies our cha- 
racter, the other debafes it. 
Weak men miftake thefe quali- 
ties of the mind, as knaves and 
fools miftake cunning for wif- 
dom. 

This mifapprehenfion of po- 
litical jealoufy, is too common 
among many politicians, who, 
with the beft intentions, often 
defeat their own views. Hu- 
man nature, they think, is in 
too depraved a ftate, to deferve 
confidence, and therefore no 
men ought to be trufted. Up- 
on this principle we fhould, 
witha fine theory of govern- 
ment, never emerge from anar- 


chy. 

By giving a fupreme execu- 
tive power to congrefs, in all 
cafes which relate to the gene- 
ral good, we fhould only 4 

that 
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that power to ourfelves ; for 
‘the individuals of the united 
ftaces fit chere in the perfons of 
their delegates, who, inftead of 
mafters, are honourable fer- 
vants, dependent on the appro- 
bation, though ia, cas by 
the confidence of their confti- 
tuents. 

It is an adopted maxim 
throughout America, that none 
of the ftates can be ia suet 
governed without a due exer- 
cife of legiflative, judicial and 
executive authority. Howthen 
can it be expected, that all 
fhould be colleétively governed 
by fimple recommendations ? 
noncof our political artifts fup- 
pofed it poffible to make a good 
conftitution, without placing 
a governor at the head of it. 
Yet when they united their ta- 
ents to conftruct the federal 


machine, they left out the 


main fpring oe which the 
continuance of its motion mutt 
depend. 

While the mode of reprefen- 
tation in the different ftates is 
incorrupt, congrefs cannot a- 
bufe its powers, becaufe it is 
itfelf the very effence of fuch 
reprefentation. This then 
fhould be the obje4t of our po- 
litical jealoufy, for while the 
fource is pure, the ftreams that 
iffue from it, muft be pure 
alfo. 

The people of England would 
never have loft their liberties, 
if they had not fold themfelves 
to a venal parliament, which 
in turn fold itfelf to the crown. 
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If we fhould fuffer the fame 
corruption to creep into our 
mode of reprefentation, it 
would not be a queftion whe- 
ther the united ftates in con- 
grefs fhould or fhould not have 

ower given to them; they, 
inftead of asking it of us, 
would, by their influence, cre- 
ate to themfclves any extent of 
power, and having the affem- 
blies devoted to them, as the 
parliament of Britain is devo- 
ted to the king, they would 
rule without controul. 

It feems then clear, that fo 
long as we preferve an equita- 
ble reprefentation, which we 
fhall always do while the peo- 

le have fuch jealoufy of their 
iberties, as to be independent 
in the choice of their delegates, 
we need not fear an abufe of 
the executive power; but on 
the contrary, without eftablith- 
ing fuch authority in our fede- 
ral government, we mutt ine- 
vitably become flaves to the 
worft of all tyrannies, the ty- 
ranny of confufion. 

Hitherto I have confidered 
our federal government only in 
a political view ; but in a com- 
mercial one, it is equally defec- 
tive, and the revival of our 
trade will be found to depend 
on the fame remedy. 

Congrefs is faid to have 
“* an exclufive right and pow- 
er’ to make commercial trea- 
ties ; yeteach ftate may make 
what prohibitory laws the go- 
vernment of it thinks proper, 
though to the exclufion of 
the 
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the fame nation that congrefs 
had engaged to favour. Thus 
while we declare collectively, 
that we will abide by the con- 
ditions of treaty, we feparate- 
ly act in direct contradiction to 
them. 

This commonwealth [Maf- 
fachufetts] made a navigation 
act, by which the French, with 
whom congrefs had treated 
upon principles of recipro- 
cal advantage, were fubjected, 
with all other foreigners, to 
pay double duties, a heavy ton- 
nage, and exorbitant light mo- 
ney. No care was taken to ex- 
amine the conditions of the 
treaty we had confented to, 


and it was not till after the act 
had been fix months in force, 
that it was found to ‘‘ militate 
with the principles of recipro- 


city.”’ Itwas then in part re-~ 
pealed. 

During its exiftence, every 
foreign fhip that was deftined 
hither, went to fome other 
ftate, and thus an immenfe va- 
Jue which would have been ex- 
changed for our produce, and 
much increafed our revenue, 
was diverted into other chan- 
nels : with one hand we laid 
duties, while with the other we 
drove the dutiable objects a- 
way from us. The act is now 
fufpended till all the ftates fhall 
come into the meafure, by 
which it is configned to perpe- 
tual and deferved oblivion ; for 
there is not a propofition in Eu- 
¢lid more demonftrable, than 
that the ftates taken feparate- 


ly, can never concur in any 
commercial regulations. 

The impoft duty recommen- 
ded by congrefs fome time 
fince, was defeated by Rhode- 
Ifland, avowedly becaufe fhe 
expected to reap an advantage 
at the expence of thofe ftates 
that might adopt the meafure ; 
and for the fame reafon, nei- 
ther that, nor any other ftate, 
whither the foreign fhips were 
driven, would ever imitate our 
navigation act. The circum- 
ftance itfelf is an infurmoun- 
table bar to its object. We 
have lately feen in the inftance 
of New-York, where the heart 
of the union is feated, the fame 
narrow policy that influenced 
Rhode-Ifland ; and while we 
continue thus disjointed, we 
fhall uniformly fee irrefolute 
refolutions, impotent requifi- 
tions, and unpaid grants. 

Congrefs lately made a re- 
prefentation of their weaknefs 
to the ftates at large, and put 
the alternative of their exif- 
tence or diffolution upon their 
obtaining federal powers to 
raife a revenue for one purpofe 
only. This has been nobly at- 
tended to by fome ftates, fine. 
ly noticed by others, and as 
nothing can be effected till the 
meafure fhall be adopted by all, 
it remains in embryo, and will 
probably prove an abortion. In 
fhort, until every ftate in the 
union divefts itfelf of the pow- 
er of making any commercial 
regulations relative to foreign 
trade, congrefs will in this Te- 
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fpect continue to be the fame 
unimportant fhadow it now 
is, and be treated with con- 
tempt by all the nations of the 
world. 

What can be more abfurd, 
than to fee ambaffadors from 
the reprefentative body of the 
united ftates, foliciting con- 
nections with different powers 
of Europe, while. individual 
ftates declare an open com- 
mercial war againft them? We 
are told, that there is no prof- 
pect of a treaty with Eng- 
land. This can only proceed 
from the knowledge that con- 
grefs have not, in effect, pow- 
er to make one. To fuppofe 
that England would decline 
fuch a connection with us, 
upon any other principle, is 
to fuppofe a fhop-keeper 
would decline felling the goods 
he profeffes to have on fale: 
for that nation, with regard 
to us, is precifely as a feller 
isto a buyer. England has a 
much greater inducement to 
make a treaty with America, 
than America can have to make 
one with her. A fpecific con- 
tract is never the object of the 

urchafer, becaufe it is moft 
for his intereft to multiply the 
fellers, that he may have the 
advantage arifing from their 
competition ; while, on the 
contrary, the feller hasa ftrong 
motive to fecure an exclufive 
cuftom. It is not, therefore, 
common fenfe to fuppofe that 
the Englifh would decline a 
weaty, if they thought con- 
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grefs had power to enforce the 
obfervance of it: but, know- 
ing the args they view it 
in the light of a ufelefs piece 
of parchment---as weak and 
telleuilcant as the animal it 
once covered. 

If neither congrefs nor the 
ftates individually, had made 
any regulations relative to fo- 
reign trade, it would be in a 
better fituation than it is now; 
for it would then be free, 
which is its natural and moft 
perfect ftate: but as this opi- 
nion may be too fpeculative to 
apply to immediate practice, 
it fhould be given up whenever 
a confiftent uniform treaty can 
be made.-—-Even bad regulati- 
ons, if general, are better than 
any partial ones, becaufe, be- 
ing partial, they cannot be 
good. In the one cafe, fome 
little evil may enfue, bur in 
the other, every poflible good 
muft be defeated. 

No meafures can have fta- 
bility, that are viewed only 
through a particular medium. 
Their operations become im- 
practicable on a great fcale, 
and thus we fee all our com- 
mercial acts are followed by 
repeals, making volumes of 
nullities, which ferve only to 
fwell and perplex our laws. 

There is nothing that more 
ftrongly marks the defects of a 
fyftem, than frequent acts, fre- 
quently annulled. Hafty re- 
peals are generally acknow- 
ledgments of error, and tacit- 

ly declare to the world, either 
that 
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that government was ignorant 
of the nature of its laws, or 
was forced, by the heat of par- 
ty, into meafures contrary to 
its own judgment. 

In America, where the con- 
fidence of the people in the 
wifdom and virtue of its rulers, 
is the bafis upon which the go- 
vernment can only remain 
folid, no laws fhould be haftily 
made, or haftily repealed. The 
firtt implies a want of wifdom, 
the fecond a want of power. 

Ir is not to be fuppofed that 
any adminiitration upon earth 
can be fo perfect as not to err 
fometimes ; but in an Sarsgptic 
government, it is lefs liable to 


error than in a weak one. In 
many inftances imperfect laws 
become tolerable by the uni- 
formity and vigour of their ex- 


ecution, while every one ne- 
ceffarily becomes bad, if, for 
want of proper force, its effect 
is defeated. 

That the foregoing reafon- 
ing is true, is tacitly acknow- 
ledged by the late appoint- 
ment of a commercial conven- 
tion: the ftates have thereby 
declared, that only united mea- 
fures can be effectual; and 
have furnifhed the ftrongeft of 
all poffible reafons for giving 
to congrefs, a fole and exclu- 
five power to regulate the trade 
of the whole union. The de- 
terminations of this conventi- 
on will be the collective voice 
of America; but if the mea- 
fures they may propofe, are not 
uniformly adopted, their uni- 


ted wifdom will be as ineffec- 
tual with regard to the com- 
mercial intereft of the ftates, 
as their individual folly has 
been detrimental to it. 

It does not require the pift 
of prophecy to foretel, that 
whenever this defirable objet 
is obtained, and congrefs af- 
fumes its due refpettability, 
we fhall have folicitations 
from Europe, inftead of 
having any thing to ask of 
her. Socommercially indepen- 
dent is America, from its ‘a 
circumftances, and various pro- 
duce, that all manufacturing 
nations naturally become, in 
a manner, tributary to her. 

Why. fhould we ask the na- 
tions of Europe to make a trea- 
ty of commerce with us, when 
we fee our country filled with 
European agents and riders 
who are contending with each 
other in recommending their 
houfes and manufactures to 
the American merchants; and 
who havealready crouded peg 
them many more goods than 
the country can confume. 
That we need collectively to 
Solicit, while we are individu- 
ally folicited, is too palpable 
an abfurditry to require com- 
ment. 

To follow the fubjeé as it 
opens upon me, would exceed 
the limits, which a regard to 
my reader’s patience ought to 
prefcribe : ' fhall therefore 
conclude with obferving, that 
while we are independent and 
liberal in our political and 

com- 
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commercial principles, we 
fhould take great care to pre- 
ferve uniformity and confiften- 
cy in them. While we pay 
due attention to the opinions 
and conduct of other nations, 
we fhould judge for ourfelves, 
and not flavifhly copy from 
them, either in principle or 
practice. We fhould remember, 
that no theory or fyftem can 
be good, that will not ftand 
the teft of its natural operati- 
on. And above all, we ought 
to endeavour to make fuch 
laws as catry conviction, by 
the eafe, advantage, and in- 
fallibility of their execution. 
Thefe defirable objects can ne- 
ver.be obtained by the united 
ftates, till rhe effence of their 
wifdom and virtue, becomes 
the independent fpring of a 
refpectable federal authority. 
A BOSTONIAN. 


LETTER Ii. 
Same Subject continued. 


] Have twice appeared be- 
A. fore the public: and if my 
zeal was more tempered with 
prudence, I fhould, peihaps, 
beware of a third time : but 
sore though often a po- 
itical virtue, is fometimes in- 
compatible with true patriot- 
ifm. 

We are compofed of thir- 
teen ftates, which are repre- 
fented by thirteen voices in 
an affembly, where the ‘* fu- 
preme power” -is faid to be 
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ww Yer the fame com- 
pact, which gave exiftence to 
the federal , declares that 
each ftate fhall be a ** fove- 
reign, independent” one ; and, 
as if the abfurdity was not 
complete, our fovereignties, 
thus feparately independent, 
are faid to be united. Had 
thefe contradictory denomi- 
nations originated in one of 
the Britifh ifles, we fhould 
probably diftinguifh them by 
a vulgar epithet. 

While‘each ftate retains this 
fovereign independence, how 
can congrefs be faid to have 
power? Its acis can only ope- 
rate as advice: and the effect 
muft depend on the uncon- 
trolled will of each affembly. 
The plan feems to go upon a 
fuppofition, that Americans 
are perfect beings, devoid: of 
party or felf-intereft, fo en- 
lightened as at once to fee, 
and fo virtuous as chearfully to 
confent to, whatever the ge- 
neral good may require. If 
this were true, what occafion 
fhould we have for congrefs ? 
We fhould be more like angels 
than mortals, and fhould re- 
quire no government but that 
of heaven. But while we con- 
tinue to be men, and are ac- 
tuated by the interefts and 
patlions common to mankind, 
we ought to refign part of our 
ftate liberty, to enjoy the be- 
nefitand protection ofa union, 
for the fame reafon that man, 
when ‘he emerged from a ftate 
of nature, gave up -part x 

is 
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his natural liberty in exchange 
for the bleffings of fociety. 
There is another fundamen- 
tal defect in our federal fyf- 
tem, which overturns every 
principle of political juftice, 
and which would eventually 
effect its diffolution, even if it 
were perfect in other inftances. 
I mean the mode of reprefen- 
tation in congrefs, which gives 
to each ftate an equal fhare of 
power, though fome are ten 
times more important than 
others, in people and in pro- 
perty. If the fact could be 
doubted, future ages would ne- 
ver believe, that we had thus 
acted in direct contradiction 
to the principles on which our 
conteft with England was ori- 
ginally founded, and which 
we were once fo much attached 
to, as to think our lives and 
fortunes but a_ reafonable 
rifque to fupport them. 

n actual reprefentation in 
the Britifh parliament, for the 
then colonies, was impractica- 
ble: and the pretended virtual 
‘one we fpurned at with juft 
indignation. We contended 
that three millions of people, 
inhabiting a continent of fif- 
teen hundred miles in length, 
could not be fairly reprefented 
without fending more members 
than St. Stephen’s chapel 
eould hold : and yet, unlefs 
fuch reprefentation could be 
made, as would put us on an 
equal footing with Englith- 
men, the parliament could not 
of right exercife any power 
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over our property. Thefe prin. 
ciples were placed in a clear 
point of view by the celebra- 
ted Pennfylvania Farmer : and 
when, by the obftinacy of 
Great Britain, the ferment had 
rifen to maturity, Common 


Senfe dictated, and our arms § 


effected, a feparation. 

Our political creed pointed 
out two objects of reprefenta- 
tion : and it was generally de- 
clared, that the perfection of 
a free government, could only 
confift in an exact balance be- 
tween them, fo that neither 
might have undue influence : 
thefe objects are (faid we) 
1ft. the people: and 2d. the 
wealth of the country. 

A reprefentation altogether 
popular, is the very effence of 
confufion : it attacks the fe- 
curity of property at its very 
root, and .confequently fub- 
verts that grand principle for 
which government was at firft 
inftituted, protection. If, on 
the other hand, wealth alone 
fhould have influence in the 
fyftem of reprefentation, we 

ould foon become an here- 
ditary ariftocracy, and the peo- 
ple would be abject flaves to 
that refinement upon def- 
potifm. 

When we rufhed into exif- 
tence as anation, we had not 
time to attend clofely to our 
own principles. The expedien- 
cy of fhaking off the Britifh 
yoke, the importance of uni- 
ting for this effect, and the ne- 
ceflity of keeping every min 
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that could create a controverfy 
out of fight, made us lefs at- 
tentive to the principles of our 
plan of federal government, 
than we were to the immediate 
eftablifhment of one. The lef- 
fer gave way to the greater ob- 
ject : and we took the fhorteft 
method of collecting the voi- 
ces of the ftates, by afowing 
each an equal fhare in what we 
called our union. In confe- 
guence of this mode of repre- 
fentation, we find, that Rhode- 
Ifland, Delaware and Georgia, 
which in numbers and property 
amount only to five per cevit 
on this union, enjoy near a 
quarter of its power and im- 
portance; while Maffachufetts, 
Pennfylvania, and Virginia, 
which are required to pay near 
half of the federal expence, 


REPRESENTATION 


Number of in- 

habitants. 

New Hampfhire, 150,000 
Maffachufetts, 400,000 
Rhode Ifland, 59,670 
Connecticut, 192,000 
New York, 250,000 
New Jerfey, 150,000 
Pennfylvania, 300,000 
Delaware, 50,000 
Maryland, 320,000 
Virginia, 650,000 
North Carolina, 300,000 
South Carolina, 225,000 
Georgia, 56,000 
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have, in the national council, 
but an equal influence with 
this twentieth part of America. 

This difproportion of repre- 
fentation is too apparent to re- 
quire any further comment : 
but in order to place it ina 
clear point of view, the follow- 
ing table is fubmitted to the 
public infpection. Icis not pre- 
tended to be mathematically 
exact, becaufe the number of 
inhabitants and proportion of 
taxes, may not be fo: but it 
is as accurate as the data on 
which it is founded would per- 
mit ; the leaft number of inha- 
bitants, and the fmalleft fum 
in taxes, are reckoned as one, 
and the fcales are made accord- 
ingly ; the fractions that equal 
half, are called one ; the fmal- 
ler ones are difregarded. 


TABLE. 


Mean pro- Prefent 
VOUCS. 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 


76 13 


Quotd of taxes 
in requif. of 
congrefs. 


76,268 3 
324,746 I 
46,764 2 
191,135 6 
185,567 7 
120,619 4 
296,908 9 
I 

7 

4 

6 

) 

1 


portion of 
votes. 


32,475 
204,775 
371,136 I 
157,732 
1 39,017 

23,288 
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It has been often obferved 
during the war, that when we 
were not preffed by anenemy, 
we became inattentive to our 
defence; but after being beat- 
en, we rofe from defeat with 
redoubled ardour, and con- 
queft then attended us. The 
glorious affair at Trenton, at a 
period when we were thought 
almoft proftrate to Britain, in 
fome meafure juftifies the re- 
mark ; I hope that it will be 
found as true in our political, 
as it was in our military con- 
cerns, and that as we en to 
be ina ftate of federal debili- 
ty, we fhall foon roufe into vi- 
gour, and take our place with 
becoming dignity among the 
nations of the world. 


A BOSTONIAN. 


£4 SP S14 


Mr. Printer, 

Complaints concerning the de- 
ficiency of power in our fe- 
deral government, have of 
late been fo frequent, and 
the infults to which a pee- 
ple void of national autho- 
rity muft be expofed, have 
been fo judicioufly pointed 
out, as to prove beyonda 
doubt that our conftitution 
is faulty, and far from being 
fo perfect as we could wifh. 
Thefe evils, .which call 
loudly for redrefs, have rou- 
fed the fenfibility of many 
friends to the united ftates, 
and if the following addrefs 
can be the means of increa- 


fing this number, and infla, 
ming our citizens with a fpi- 
rit of patriotifm, I flatter 
myfelf that the confequen- 
ces might be happy and glo- 
rious for this country at a 
future period. The Cubjeé 
is of the moft intercfting na- 
ture, and requires our feri- 
rious and immediate confi- 
deration. V. hat has occurred 
to me upon this fubject, I 
fhall, without further apolo- 
ey, propofe to my fellow ci- 
tizens, hoping that, it will 
meet with a candid recepti- 
on, and defiring that my pro- 
pofals for emendations may 
have no more weight than 
the faireft reprefentation can 
give them in‘the minds of 
the cool and unbiaffed. 
Americanus. 


Friends and Countrymen, 
NE would think that the 
many calamities which 
numbers of our fellow citizens 


have of late experienced, 
would at laft roufe us from that 
lethargy which has fo long op- 
preffed us, and excite us toa 
careful inveftigation of the 
fource from whence they have 
arifen, and the remedy which 
ought to be applied. But alas! 
fo infatuated are we, that in 
the midft of impending dan- 
gers, we can look on with in- 
difference, and even fuffer that 
conftitution which has been 
eftablithed by the blood of 
thoufands, to fall into ridi- 
cule and contempt. 


Do 
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Do we not feel that our com- 
mercial intereft is neglected, 
that our trade and manufac- 
tures remain without encou- 
ragement ?-Have we not heard 
of repeated infults being offer- 
ed to our flag in different parts 
of the world?---have we not 
received the moft authentic 
information of our citizens be- 
into Captivity, 
where they have experienced 
allthe horrors of detefted fla- 
very ?—--and fhall we ftill conti- 
nue Without concern ?---fhall 
not thefe things awake us from 
our fatal fecurity ?—-Ye fons 
of freedom, be afhamed of \ 
your indifference ; ; arife, let 
your breafts glow with patri- 
otic ardour—let benevolence, 
and a regard for your fellow 
creatures, your fellow citizens, 
for thofe w ho, like yourfelves, 
have bravely “ftrug ggled in the 
caufe of liberty, incite you to 
trace out the caufe of their 
misfortunes, and to put an end 
to their miferies. 

But this is not all. How 
long fhall we remain unmoved 
by the piercing cries of thofe 
little innocents, who, whilft 
their induftrious fathers have 
been purfuing their daily la- 
bours, have often, together 
with their helplefs mothers, 
become a prey to the mercilefs 
barbarity of our favage neigh- 
bours, at whofe cruelties na- 
ture herfelf recoils ? 

Still further. What fhall we 


fay of thefe dangerous and | 


alarming infurrections, which 


lately took place in the ftaté of 
Maffachufetts, and feemed to 
undermine the very founda- 

tion of all government ? 
Thefe and many more cala- 
mities, may be traced to the 
want of fufficient power at 
the head of our government. 
We know the remedy, and 
yet we do not apply it. Oh 
deluded people! is this our 
boafted liberty, our boafted in- 
dependence, that our citizens 
fhould be led into captivity 
by a race of infidels, and that 
others fhould be expofed to 
the barbarity of inhuman fa- 
vages ; that our commerce 
fhould be checked and hemmed 
in on every quarter; that our 
manufactures fhould be ne- 
glected, and our government 
enervate ? O heavens! was it 
with this expectation that we 
launched into a fea of trouble, 
and bravely ftruggled through 
the moft threatening dangers ? ? 
Were thefe our incitements to 
acts of heroifm, and induce- 
ments to fubmit to perils of 
the mofi alarming magnitude ? 
Have we fought for this? Is 
it for this that fo many he- 
roes have fallen in the field of 
battle ; that we have ftruggled 
through dangers almoft infur- 
mountable ; that we have wa- 
ded through oceans of blood, 
and experienced all the hor- 
rors of a crucl and deftruclive 
war?) Shall the noble fabric 
of liberty, which we have 
raifedat the rifque of our lives 
and fortunes, and which had 
become 
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become the envy and admira- 
tion of foreign nations, end 
in anarchy and contufion ? 
May heaven forbid. No: we 
have it now in our power to 
prevent thofe calamities. Let 
us, therefore, exert ourfelves. 
Let that wifdom which has 
heretofore fo eminently diftin- 
guifhed the legiflative coun- 
cils of America, again revive. 
Let the refractory {tates acqui- 
efce in thofe meafures which 
the united wifdom of America 
has recommended for their ad- 
vantage. Then fhall harmony 
and concord fubfift between 
the thirteen American repub- 
lics, which, when united un- 
der this common head, will be 
fully fufficient to repel the in- 
fults of all our enemies, to re- 
trieve our loft dignity, to re- 
deem our unhappy citizens, 
who at prefent fuffer the gal- 
ling yoke of flavery, to guard 
our defencelefs frontiers a- 
gainft our inhuman neigh- 
bours, and fo to eftablith thar 
conftitution, which we have 
been juftly taught to reverence 
and admire, that the founda- 
tion which has been already 
laid, fhall not only continue 
on a permanent bafis, but ac- 

uire new ftrength and dignity 
from the hand of time. 

By putting it in the power 
of congrefs to raife taxes, and 
receive the impoft, means will 
foon be found to fheath the 
{word of the. piratical Alge- 
tines, who, without provoca- 
tion, have attacked our veffels, 


and carried our citizens into 
the moft abject flavery. No 
longer fhall the husband, when 
returning from his daily la- 
bours, perceive the wife of his 
bofom and his tender infants 
butchered under the fcalping 
knife. A fufficient force will 
defend our back fettlers from 
danger, and confine the In- 
dians within their proper 
bounds. No longer fhall tu- 
multuous infurgents act in de~ 
fiance to wholefome laws, nor 
alarm us with the danger of 
their contagion reaching the 
neighbouring ftates. The ter- 
ror of impending juftice will 
check their licentioufnefs, and 
redrefs their grievances. Our 
ambaffadors, fupported with 
becoming dignity, and vefted 
with proper and undifputed 


authority, fhall be refpected . 


at foreign courts. Commerce 
fhall flow in its proper chan- 
nels, and pour its bleffings 
into the lap of America. Ma- 
nufactures and agriculture be- 
ing properly encouraged, our 
happy country, which provi- 
dence has blefied with luxu- 
riance of foil, and falubrity 
of climate, will produce all the 
neceffaries and conveniencies 
of life, and preclude the necef- 
firy of foreign importation. 
In fhort, the bleffings which 
muft accrue to thefe ftates 
from a vigorous government, 
are fo many, and fo well 
known, as to render it unne- 
ceffary to enumerate them. 
Remote from the broils of the 

cafterm 
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eaftern world, in poffeffion of 
an immenfe and fertile tract 
of country, interfected by the 
moft copious ftreams, fo well 
calculated for carrying on an 
extenfive commerce, and curft 
by no foreign dominions, 
which to others have often 
occafioned the moft deftruc- 
tive contefts, we fhall live in 
the full enjoyment of our do- 
meftic blifs, and give occafion 
of offence to no foreign pow- 
er: and if any fhould, without 
provocation, make encroach- 
ments upon us, foon fhall the 
arms of America turn thofe 
calamities upon themfelves, 
which they have devifed for 
others. Enjoying the celeftial 
bleffings of peace, and poffef- 
fing the means of improve- 
ment, our citizens will dedi- 
cate their leifure hours to the 
ftudy of virtue, and the cul- 
ture of the human heart; the 
arts and fciences fhall flou- 
rifh ; the age of innocence 
fhall feem to be revived: for 
religion, void of bigotry and 
fuperftition, equity, juftice, 
and true charity, accompanied 
with all the angelic virtues, 
fhall adorn our happy land, 
and verify the predictions of 
our worthy European friends. 
But waving thefe confidera- 
tions for the prefent, do not 
honefty and gratitude loudly 
call upon us to difcharge our 
foreign debts, which can onl 
be repaid by vefting congrefs 
with more extenfive authority, 
end enabling them to raife mo- 


ney fufficient for the fupport 
of government, and the re- 
demption of our plighted ho- 
nour? Butif honefty and gra- 
titude are infuficient to incite 
us to juftice, let us liften to the 
dictates of intereft, the great 
director of human actions, 
which clearly points out, that 
if we fhall repay with ingrati- 
tude the good offices of our 
benefactors, we fhall inevita- 
bly forego the kindnefles of o- 
thers. 

Let not, my dear country- 
men, our national faith, like 
that of ancient Carthage, be- 
come proverbial and contemp- 
tible: let not an immoderate 
zeal for liberty deftroy our u- 
nion, and thereby fubject us 
to infult and flavery ; for tho’ 
thefe ftates, when cemenred to- 
gether, under one common go- 
vernment, muft become the en- 
vy and aftonifhment of an ad- 
miring world, and continue 
through ages to be free, fove- 
reign and independent ; yet if 
we fhould be fo unhappy as to 
be deaf to the voice of reafon, 
and to poftpone the confider- 
ation of what may be juftly 
termed our political fafety, 
difcord and divifion muft be 
the unavoidable confeguences, 
and the ftates, at variance with 
one another, muft become an 
eafy prey to the price and am- 
bition of fome foreign inva- 
der; or, what is perhaps ftill 
worfe, we muft fal! under the 
power of fome afpiring citizen, 
who, taking advantage of our 

weaknefs, 
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weaknefs, may, upon the ruins 
of liberty, eftablith tyranny 
and abfolute fway. 

But it may be faid, that con- 
grefs, when vefted with fo ex- 
tenfive authority, might em- 
ploy this power for enflaving 
the ftates, which has been 
conferred upon them as the 

uardians of our liberty.--- 
What ! fhall we then fufpect 
that that auguft body, under 
whofe aufpices we have per- 
formed the greateft atchicve- 
ments, and by whofe wifdom 
we have been affifted and direc- 
ted in accomplifhing the moft 
arduous defigns; that that body 
whofe honefty and integrity, 
on the moft trying occafions, 
have been confpicuous thro’- 
out the world, and whofe at- 
tachment totheir country, and 
the caufe of liberty, has led 
them to take hold of the 
helm of ftate, at a period when 
our condition feemed truly 
defperate, and who, by their 
probity and wifdom, have con- 
ducted us in fafety to our de- 
fired haven---fhall we, I fay, 
be fo mean, fo bafely fufpici- 
ous, as to fuppofe that that ve- 
nerable body, who have exer- 
ted themfelves fo greatly in our 
behalf, could ever ftoop to b:- 
have ina manner unbecoming 
their exalted characters ? No, 
my friends, if, guided by di- 
vine counfel, we fhall be fo 
fortunate as to comply with 
their requifttions, our public 


thy citizens, fhall foon be paid, 
and an excellent example for 
ale honefty fhall be fer, by 

eeping the public faith facred 
and inviolable. 

I fhall now conclude, after 
calling to your remembrance 
the following well known fa- 
ble :----A father, on his death- 
bed, called together his thir- 
tcen fons, and defired a bundle 
of rods to be brought, which, 
when, according to his orders, 
they had atrempted to break, 
they could not effect.-The 
bundiec was then loofened, and 
the rods, when taken fingly, 
were broken with the greateft 
eafe. The moral of this fable, 
is too well known, to need te- 
Citation : nox is it*neceffary to 
fay much concerning the infe- 
rences deducible from it, re- 
fpecting ourfelves. This fhall 
fuffice : UNITED, we rife 
Superior to the malice of all our 
enemies: but if DIVIDED, 
diftraction, anarchy, and con- 
fufion, fhall be our undoubted 


portion. 


Confequences of the Retention 
of the Frontier Pofts, by the 
Britijh. 


HE following lift of furs, 
advertifed in London for 

the fpring fales (the greateft 
part of which were taken with- 
in the bounds of the united 


debt, which has been matter of /tates) evidently fhews what 


uneafinefs to many of our wor- 


we fuffer for want of fuch a 
federal 





On the Eftablifhment of 


federal government as will 
enable congrefs to fu/fil their 
engagements, and COMPEL 
a ‘compliance on the part of 
others. 
Beaver skins 
Martins 
Otters 
Bear 
W olf 
Cat ,OCO 
_Minks 9,000 
Fox 6,000 
Fifhers 4,000 
Elk 6,000 
Deer 120,000 
W olverins soo 
which, at a low computation, 
will amount to 225,000]. 


116,000 
IO 
47,000 
22,700 
17,000 


132,000 


On the Eftablifhme nt of a 


Mint in Rhode [fland. 


Perceive, by a late paper, 

that Rhode Ifland has de- 
sane ip to eftablifh a mint 
for the coinage of copper and 
filver. Every act of this kind, 
in a particular ftate, calls to 
my mind the evils we fuffer for 
want of union among the 
ftates. That idol of the seople, 
{tate fovercignty, will for ever 
difappoint the hopes we enter- 
tain of peace, happinefs, and 
refpectability, and prevent 
any fovereignty at all. 

What advantage does a ftare 
expect to receive from a mint? 
There are but two advantages 
they can poffibly have in idea 5 
either an increafe of the cir- 


a Mint in RhodeTfland. 31% 


culating fpecie, or the prefer- 
vation of the purity of the 
coin, 

If people have in view the 
firft advantage, the increafe of 
the quantity of money, they 
betray great ignorance of the 
nature of a medium of trade: 
whatever extraordinary fums 
of fpecie are thrown into cir 
culation ina particular ftare, 
the medium will not be aug- 
mented. It will leave the ft ate, 
{pres id itfelf among th 
bouring flates, and form an 
equilibrium. If an extraordi- 

nary quantity of fpecie were 
coined for the united ftates, it 
would leave the country, and 
form an equilitrium with the 
medium of thofe commercia 
countries which are in trade 
withus. Nothing can be more 
abfurd than the idea of mak- 
ing a paper medium. Let mo- 
ney alone, and there will abl 
ways be enough in a commer- 
cial country. Nothing but 
productive induftry can turn 
the flream of money into a 
country : and, when the quan- 
tity is increafed to a certain 
degree, it will depreciate : 
that is, the price of goods will 
rife. Money, with refpect toa 
ftate, is not property, but the 
reprefentative of property. It 
makes little or no difference 
what fum of money is in cir- 
culation in the world, Let “ 

quantity be what it will, 
will always reprefent all oa 
property to be bought and 
fold. Two hundred millions of 
continental 


2 
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continental currency repre- 
fented the commercial proper- 
ty of the united ftates. Then 
wheat was from feventy to one 
hundred dollars a bufhel. Now, 
about five, fix, or perhaps fe- 
ven millions of fpecie repre- 
fents the commercial property, 
and wheat bears a low price. 
Let one million of dollars re- 
prefent the property, and the 
price of produce will fall pro- 
portionably. (The quantity of 
produce being the fame. ) 

But whatever attempts legif- 
latures may make, to create a 
medium, the quantity in cir- 
culation will depend cn the 
produce which this country 
affords inmarket. ‘When peo- 
ple want money more than 
goods, they will import it; as 
is now the cafe, in ftates 
which have not made paper 
bills; thofe ftates have juft as 
much medium in cafh, as the 
others have in cafh and paper. 
The medium is fo adjufted, 
that each ftate has its due pro- 
portion, according to its pro- 
duce and bufinefs. This is 
proved to the conviction 
of people acquainted with 
the bufinefs of the different 
ftates. The difcovery of gold 
or filver mines wowld be the 
greateft curfe that could befall 
thiscountry. There is money 
enough in the world; and eve- 
ry nation will have as much as 
the induftry of its inhabitants 
will procure. And money ob- 
tained in any other way, will 
not ftay in a country—it only 


enables a people to involve 
themfelves deeper in debt. 

The other abvehtans expec- 
ted from a mint, the prefervati- 
on of the purity of coin, fhould 
not be local. The mint of the 
united ftates will beft anfwer 
this purpofe. This isa valua- 
ble purpofe of a mint; but 
there is no occafion for more 
than one. We want to annihi- 
late all diftinctions of money. 
There fhould be but one cur- 
rency for the whole union. 
The coin fhould all be of uni- 
form denominations, and of 
the fame alloy. It fhould bea 
currency for the continent. 
Why therefore the plan of ftare 
mints? if the coins of the dif- 
ferent ftates are ndt precifely 
alike, they will help to keep 
alive the jealoufies of the 
ftates, and embarrafs trade. 
And if the coins are to be all 
alike, what neceflity of diffe- 
rent mints ? is there not more 
danger of deception among a 
number, than in one? is not 
the expence greater? 

I pray God, that fuch local 
ideas may be obliterated-—that 
congrefs may be enabled to re- 
gulate the coin and render ita 
uniform currency-——that ftate 
currencies of bills may be de- 
ftroyed, and none emitted but 
under the authority of con- 
grefs, that paper, if we muft 
be harraffed with it, may have 
a general circulation. It is im- 
poflible to be a flourifhing and 
happy people, without a fingle 
power over the whole. The pet- 


ty 
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ty advantages that the ftates 
atrempt to obtain by their in- 
dividual fovereignty, are all 
loft, becaufe the {truggle is mu- 
tual. I was a warm friend to the 
revolution, and it is mortifying 
to fee the ftates fo blind to 
their own intereft, as to oppofe 
the ends which that event 
might anfwer. Conviction is 
wrought in a gradual manner: 
but, however flow its progrefs, 
time and neceffiry muft even- 
tually open the eyes of the peo- 
ple. A compulfory power mutt 
exift fomewhere, and it is pro- 
bable the people will create it ; 
if they do not, it will certainly 
create itfelf. 


NESTOR. 


24> DS G+ 


To the reprefentatives of the 
commonwealth of Pennfyl- 
vania, in general affembly 
met. 


The memorial of the commit- 
tee of merchants and tra- 
ders of the city of Philadel- 
phia, 


Refpectfully fheweth, 
HAT it has been confi- 


dered and lamented as a 
fundamental defect in the 
conftitution of congrefs, that 
a FULL and ENTIRE POW- 
ER over the commerce of the 
united ftates, has not been 
given to that body; no con- 
ecrn, Common to many, be: 


R 
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ing conducted to a good end 
but by a unity of councils. 

Hence it is, that the inter- 
courfes of the ftates are liable 
to be perplexed and injured 
by various and difcordant re- 
gulations, inftead of that har- 
mony of meafures on which 
the particular as well as gene- 
ral interefts depend, productive 
of mutual difgufts and aliena- 
tion amongtt the feveral mem- 
bers of theempire. 

But the more certain incon- 
veniencies forefeen, and now 
experimentally felt, flow from 
the unequal footing this cir- 
cumftance puts us on with 
other nations, and by which 
we ftand inva very fingular 
and difadvantagcous fituation 5 
for while the whole. of our 
trade is laid open to thefe na- 
tions, they are at liberty to li- 
mit us to fuch branches of 
theirs, as intereft or policy 
may dictate, unreftrained by 
any apprehenfions, as long as 
the power remains feverally 
with the feates, of being met 
and oppofed by any confiftent 
and effectual reftrictions on our 
part. And accordingly we at 
this time are under the effecis 
of European fyftems, which, 
abridging us of the moft bene- 
ficial parts of the commerce we 
had with them, ungeneroufly 
invite us to thofe only which 
have a tendency eventually to 
impoverifh and weaken our 
country. However tenaci- 
ous fome of the ftates may 
hitherto have been of the pri- 
r vilege 
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vilege in queftion, it is impoffi- 
ble not to fee, that it cannot be 
longer retained, but at the 
expence of the GENERAL 
WELFARE : we confequent- 
ly are not without hopes, that 
a recommendation from con- 
grefs to the ftates, to veft that 
body with the neceflary pow- 
ers over the commerce of the 
united ftates, would be well 
received on their part. It is 
therefore the prayer of your 
memorialifts, that your honour- 
able houfe would endeavour to 
procure fuch a recommenda- 
tion from congrefs, giving af- 
furances at the fame time of a 
difpofition in the mercantile 
intereft of Pennfylvania fa- 
vourable thereto. 
T. Fitzfimons. 
C. Pettit. 

J. Rofs. 

}. Hazlehurft. 

M. Lewis. 

T. Coxe. 

R. Wells. 


J.M. Nesbit. 
J. Nixon. 

J. Wilcocks. 
S. Howell. 

G. Clymer. 
C. Biddle. 


April 6, 1785. 
4 SSS-0- 
Stateof Pennfylvania. 
In General Affembly. 


Friday, April 8, 1785. 


HE memorial of the com- 
mittee of the merchants 
and traders of the city of Phi- 


ladelphia, read April 6th, was 
read the fecond time; where- 
upon, 

Refolved, That it is the opi- 
nion of this houfe, that the pri- 
vilege in the degree hitherto 
retained by the ftates individu- 
ally, of controlling and regula- 
ting their own trade, /s ro Jon-~ 
ger compatible with the gene- 
ral intereft and welfare’ of the 
united frates ; reafon and expe- 
rience clearly evincing, that 
fuch privilegeis productive of 
mutual inconveniencies and 
injuries among ourfelves, and 
that the fyftems of feveral na- 
tions, by which our merchants 
are excluded from the moft be- 
neficial branches of their com- 
merce, whilft the whole of ours 
is laid open to them, cannot 
be confiftently or effectually 
counteracted but by a unity of 
councils, in the great reprefen- 
tative body of the united feates. 

Refolved therefore, that con- 
grefs be requefted to devife 
fuch a fyftem of commercial 
powers as they ought neceffa- 
rily to be invefted with, to be 
recommended to the ftates, and 
that congrefs be affured of 
finding the moft fuitable difpo- 
fition on the part of Pennfyl- 
vania to comply therewith. 


Extract from the minutes, 
SAMUEL BRYAN, 


clerk gen. affem. 


Extratt 
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Extraét from the Proceedings 
of the United States in 
Congrefs affembled, Feb. 
15, 1786. 


The committee, confifting 
of Mr. King, Mr. Pinckney, 
Mr. Kean, Mr. Munroe, and 
Mr. Pettit, to whom were refer- 
red. feveral reports and docu- 
ments concerning the SYS- 
TEM of GENERAL RE- 
VENUE, recommended by 
congrefs on the 18th of April, 


1783, 


REPORT,--- 

HAT, in purfuance of 

the above reference, they 

have carefully examined the 
acts of the feveral ftates relative 
to the general fy ftem of revenue 
recommended by congrefs, on 
the 18th of April, 1783, and 
find that the ftates of Delaware 
and North-Carolina have paf- 
fed acts in full conformity with 
the feveral parts thereof; the 
former of which ftates has in- 
ferted a provifo in their act, 
reftraining the operation there- 
of until each of the other ftates 
fhall have made a like and 
equally extenfive grant; that 
the ftates of New-Hampfhire, 
Maffachufetts, Connecticut, 
New-Jerfey, Virginia and 
South-Carolina, have each 
paffed acts complying with 
that part of the fyftem, which 
recommends a general impoft, 
but have come to no decifion 
on the other part, which 
propofes the eftablifhment of 


315 
funds, fupplementary to, and 
in aid of the general impoft ; 
that the ftate of Pennfylvania 
has paffed an act complying 
with the recommendation of 
the general impoft, and in the 
fame ag has declared, that 
their proportion or quota of 
the fupplementary funds, fhall 
be raifed and levied on the 
perfons and eftates of the in- 
habitants of that ftate, in fuch 
manner as the legiflature there- 
of fhall from time to time di- 
rect, with this provifo, tharif 
any of the annual proportion 
of the fupplementary funds 
fhall be otherwife raifed and 
paid to the united ftates, then 
fuch annual levy or tax fhall 
be difcontinued. The com- 
mittee conceive that thisclaufe 
is rather an engagement that 
Pennfylvania will provide ade- 
quate fupplementary funds, 
than an actual eftablifhment 
thereof; neverthelefs, the act 
contains a provifo reftraining 
its operation, until each of the 
other ftates fhall have pafled 
laws in full conformity with 
the whole of the revenue fyf- 
tem aforefaid. The commit- 
tee farther find that the ftate 
of Rhode-Ifland has paffed an 
act on this fubject, but fo 
different from the plan recom- 
mended, and fo wholly infuf- 
ficient, rhat it cannot be con- 
fidered as a compliance with 
any part of the fyftem fubmit- 
ted for their adoption; thatthe 
ftate of Maryland paffed an 
act in 1782, anda fupplement 
thereto 
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thereto in 1784, complying 
with the recommendation of 
congrefs of the 3d of February, 
1781, which recommendation 
is not compatible with, and 
was relinquithed by the re- 
folves of congrefs of the 18th 
of April, 1783 ; ; but that nei- 
ther the ftate of Maryland, 
New-York, nor Georgia, has 
paffed any act in purfuance of 
the fyftem of the 18ch of April, 
1783. 

From this ftatement it ap- 
= thar feven ftates, viz. 

ew-Hamphhire, Maffachu- 
fetts, Connecticut, New-Jer- 
fey, Virginia, North and 
South-Carolina, have granted 
the impoft in fuch manner, 
that if the other fix ftates had 
made fimilar grants, the plan 
of the general impoft might 
immediately begin to operate ; 
that two other ftates, vis. 
Pennfylvania and Delaware, 
have alfo granted the impoft, 
but have connected their grants 
with provifos, which will fuf- 
pend their operation until all 
the other ftates fhall have paf- 
fed laws in full conformity 
with the whole of the revenue 
fyftem aforefaid; that two on- 
ly of thefe nine ftates, viz. 
Delaware and North Carolina, 
have fully acceded to that fy- 
ftem in all its parts; and that 
the four other ftates, viz. 
Rhode-Ifland, New-York, Ma- 
ryland and Georgia have not 
decided in favour of any part 
of the fyftem of revenue afore- 
faid, fo long fince, and fo re- 





peatedly prefented by congrefs 
jor their adoption. 

The committee have thought 
it their duty candidly to exa- 
mine the principles of this fyf- 
tem, and to difcover if poffible 
the reafons which have pre- 
vented its adoption ; they can- 
not learn that any member of 
the confederacy has ftated or 
brought forward any objec- 
tions againft it, and the refult 
of their impartial enquiries 
into the nature and operation 
of the plan, has been a clear 
and decided opinion, that the 
fyftem itfelf is more free from 
well founded exceptions, and 
is better calculated to receive 
the approbation of the feveral 
{tarces than any other that the 
wifdom of congrefs can devife. 

In the courfe of this enquiry 
it moft clearly appeared, that 
the requifitions of ‘congrefs for 
eight years paft have been fo 
irregular in their operation, fo 
uncertain in their colleétion, 
and fo evidently uxproductive, 
that a reliance on them in fu- 
ture, as a fource from whence 
monies are to be drawn, to 
difcharge the engagements of 
the confederacy, definite as 
they are in time and amount, 
would be no lefs difhonourable 
to the underftandings of thofe, 
who entertained fuch confi- 
dence, than it would be danger- 
ous to the welfare and peace of 
the union, The committee are 
therefore ferioufly impreffed 
with the indifpenfable obliga- 
tion that congrefs are under of 
reprefenting 
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reprefenting to the immediate 
and impartial confideration of 
the feveral ftates, the utter im- 
poffibility of maintaining and 
preferving the faith of the fe- 
deral government, by tempora- 
ry requifitions on the ftates, 
and the confequent neceflity 
of anearly and complete accef- 
fion of all the ftates to the re- 
venue fyftem of the 18th of 
April, 1783. 

Although in a bufinefs of 
this magnitude and importance 
to the refpective ftates, it was 
natural to expect a due degree 
of caution, anda thorough in- 
veftigation of the fyftem re- 
commended, yet the committee 
cannot forbear to remark, that 
this plan has been under refer- 
ence for nearly three years ; 
that, during that period, nu- 
merous changes have taken 
place in the delegations of 
every ftate, but that this fyftem 
has received the repeated ap- 
probation of each fucceflive 
congrefs; and that the urgency 
of the public engagements at 
this time, renders it the un- 
queftionable duty of the feve- 
ral ftates to adopt, without 
further delay, thofe meafures, 
which alone in the judgment 
of the committee, can preferve 
the facred faith of this confe- 
deracy. 

The following ftate of facts 
muft convince the ftates of the 
propriety of urging this fyftem 
with unufual anxiety at this 
period ; 
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That the fum ne- 
ceffary to dif- 
charge the in- 
tereft on loans 
of the king of 
France, to the 
rift Jan. 1787, is 
For intereft on 
certificates to 
foreien officers 
made payable in 
France to the 
rit Jan. 1787, - 

For intereit on 
the Spanish loan 
to the 21ft Mar. 
1737, . 

For intereft on 
the Dutch loans 
to the ift June, 
1787, - = 265,600. 


2.40,740. 66 


48,596. 55 





577307- 25 
That although fome of the 


objects of disburfement are in 
the year 1787, the periods at 
which they become due, will 
fhew the abfolute neceflity of 
an immediate provifion for 
them. 

That notwithftanding fome 
of the above fums do not fall 
due until 1787, yet, exclufive 
of the fame, there will be due 
on the French and Dutch 
loans, in that year, 1,252,938 
dollars 57-goths, and during 
the nine fucceeding years, that 
is until the year 1797, in- 
cluding the payment of the 
intereft and the partial reim- 
burfements of the capitals of 


the French and Dutch loans, 
the 
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the average fum of near one 
million of dollars annually; 
for the certain obtaining of 
which, at fixed periods, effec- 
tual meafures can no longer be 
delayed. More fully to iilu- 
ftrate this fubject, the com- 
mittee annex a fchedule* of 
the French and Dutch loans, 
fhewing the periods of their 
redemption, with the annual 
intereft payable thereon, untl 
their final extin2tion; inaddi- 
tion to the above forcign de- 
mands, the intereft on the 
Spanifh loan, and on the debts 
due to foreign officers, muft be 
provided for andannually paid. 
The amount of thefe annual 
demands will be greatly in- 
creafed by adding the annual 
intereft on the domeftic debt, 
the whole of which is not yet 
liquidated, and the aggregate 
whereof, will confequently be 
enlarged beyond its laft efti- 
mate. 

The committee contemplate, 
with great fatisfaction, the 
profpect of extinguifhing apart 
of the domeftic debt, by the 
fales of the weftern territory of 
the united ftates; buta confi- 
derable time muft elapfe before 
that country can be furveyed 
and difpofed of; and the do- 
meftic creditors, until that e- 
vent, muft depend for fupport 
on the juftice of their country. 


Note. 
* This fchedule the printer 
of the American Mufeum has 
not procured. 


Extraét from the Proceedings of Congrefs. 


The revenue fyftem, if adopt- 
ed, would afford this fupport, 
and enable congrefs to fulfil 
the public engagements with 
foreign creditors. The whole 
product of this fyftem is appro- 
priated for the payment of the 
principal and intereft of the 
national debt, and no part 
thereof can be diverted to 
other purpofes. 
That it has been the earneft 
with of congrefs to prevent the 
raft accumulation of foreign 
intereft that now exifts, appears 
trom their eftimates and requi- 
fitions of the 27th of April, 
1784, and the 27th of Septem- 
ber, 178553 and the following 
abftract, taken from the books 
of the treafury, of the amount 
of monies brought into the 
federal treafury in the courfe of 
the four laft years, viz. between 
the rft of November, 1781, and 
the rftof January, 1786, will 
fhew the little fuccefs of re- 
quifitions, and demonftrate the 
inadequacy of their products 
to maintain the federal govern- 
ment, and at the fame time to 
difcharge the annual public 
engagements. 
The receipts of 
taxes from the 
ift Nov. 1781, 
to the rft Nov. 
1784, amount 
to - - 2,025,089. 34 
From Nov. 1, 
1784, toJan. r, 
1786, - 


Dols. go. 


432,897. 81 





Total, 2,457,987. 25 
Thus 








Extrad from the Proceedings of Conzrefs. 


Thus it is evident that the 
fum of 2,457,987 dollars and 
25-goths only, was received in 
the fpace of more than four 
years, when the requifitions, 
in the moft forcible manner, 
preffed on the ftates the pay- 
ment of much larger fums, and 
for purpofes of the higheft na- 
tional importance. It fhould 
here be obferved, that the re- 
ceipts of the laft fourteen 
months of the above period, a- 
mount only to 432,897 dollars 
and 81-goths, which is at the 
rate of 371,052 dollars per an- 
num, a fum fhort of what is ef- 
fentially neceffary for the bare 
maintenance of the federal go- 
vernment on the moft cecono- 
mica! eftablifhment, and in 
time of profound peace. 

The committee obferve, 
with great concern, that the 
fecurity of the navigation and 
commerce of the citizens of 
thefe ftates from the Barbary 
powers, the protection of the 
frontier inhabitants from the fa- 
vages, the immediate eftablifh- 
ment of military magazines in 
different parts of the union, 
rendered indifpenfable by the 
principles of public fafety, the 
maintenance of the federal go- 
vernment at home, and the 
fupport of the public fervants 
avroad, each and all, depend 
upon the contributions of the 
ftates under the annual requi- 
fitions of congrefs. The mo- 
nies effentially neceflary for 
thefe important objects, will 
fo far exceed the fums former- 
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ly collected from the ftates by 
taxes, that no hope can be in- 
dulged of being able from that 
fource, to make any remittan~ 
ces for the difcharge of foreign 
engagements. : 

Thus circumftanced, after 
the moft folemn deliberation, 
and under the fulleft convicti- 
on that the public embarraff- 
ments are fuch as above repre- 
fented, and that they are daily 
increafing, the committee are 
of opinion, that it has become 
the duty of congrefs to declare 
moft explicitly, that the CRI- 
SIS HAS ARRIVED, when 
the people of thefe united 
ftates, by whofe will, and for 
whofe benefit the federal go- 
vernment was inftituted, muft 
decide whether they will fup- 
port their rank as a nation, 
by maintaining the PUBLIC 
FAITH at home and abroad ; 
or whether for want of a time- 
ly exertion in eftablifhing a 
GENERAL REVENUE, and 
thereby. giving ftrengthto the 
confederacy, they will hazard 
not only the EXISTENCE 
OF THE UNION, but of 
thofe great and invaluable 
privileges, for which they have: 
fo arduoufly and fo honour- 
ably contended. 

Refolved, That congrefs a- 
gree to the faid report. 

And to the end that congrefs 
may remain wholly acquitted 
from every imputation of want 
of attention to the intereft and 
welfare of thofe whom they 
reprefent, 


Refolved, 
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Refolved, That the requifi- 


tions of congrefs of the 27th 
of April, 1784, and the 27th 
of September, 1785, cannot 
be confidered as the eftablifh- 
ment of a fy{tem of general re- 
venue, in oppofition to that re- 
commended to the feveral ftates 
by the refolves of congrefs of 
the 18th of April, 1783. 

* Refolved, That the refolves 
of congrefs, of the 18th of 
April, 1783, recommending a 
fyftem of general revenue, be 
again prefented to the confide- 
ration of the legiflatures of the 
feveral ftates, which have not 
fully complied with the fame : 
that it be earneftly recom- 
mended to the legiflatures of 
New Hampfhire, Maffachu- 
fetts, Connecticut, New Jer- 
fey, Pennfylvania, Virginia, 
and South Carolina, which 
have complied only in part 
with the faid fyftem, complete- 
ly to adopt the fame ; and to 
the legiflatures of the ftates 
of Rhode Ifland, New York, 
Maryland, and Georgia, which 
have not adopted the faid fyf- 
tem, either in whole or in any 
part, to pafs laws, without fur- 
ther delay, in full conformity 
with the fame. But as itis high- 
ly neceffary that every poffible 
aid fhould in the moft expedi- 
tious manner be obtained to 
the revenues of the united 
ftates, it is therefore recom- 
mended to the feveral ftates, 
that in adopting the faid fyf- 
tem, they enable the united 
ftates in congrefs affembled to 


Petition of the Bofton Merchants. 


carry into effect that part 
which relates to the impoft, 
fo foon as it fhal] be acceded 


to. 
Refolved, That whilft con- 
grefs are denied the means of 
fatisfying thofe engagements 
which they have conftitution- 
ally entered into for the com- 
mon benefit of the union ; they 
hold it their duty to warn 


their conftituents that the mof 


fatal evils willinevitably flow 
from a breach of public faith, 
pledged by folemn contract, 
and a violation of thofe princi- 
ples of juftice, which are the 
only folid bafis of the honour 
and profperity of nations. 


4 PDD 


Petition of the Merchants, 
&c. of Bofton. 


To the united ftates in con- 
grefs affembled : 


May it pleafe your excellen- 
cy and honours, 
b Bed, petitioners, the 
merchants, traders, and 
others, of the town of Bofton, 
at a large and refpectable 
meeting, beg leave unani- 
moufly to exprefs their fen- 
timents on the prefent cri- 
tical and alarming fituation 
of the commerce of this 
country ; and to requeft the 
immediate interpofition. of 
thofe powers for its relief, with 


which congrefs may be now 
invefted 





Petition of the Bofetn Merchants. 


invefted. ‘IF your altthotit ty 
had beenegual to the obje 

of their’ prefent at el 
your patieloniers are fully Con- 
Vinced, that their grievances 
would nor. at this tine have 
been the fubject of yout deli~ 
beration ; nor Would it ‘have 
been matter of regret, that 
the unfortartate: deliingues acy 
of fame of the ftates in thé 
union, i with! ralding the 
NECESSARY POWER from 
conorefs, had hitherto prechi- 
ded the enjoyment of rhofe 
commercial benefits, whicl 

the happy eftablifhment of our 
natronal independency had 


given us fo much reafon to 
expect { 4 : 

Ta full confidence, however, 
that SUCH POW ER will be 


foon, if it is not alreatly defe- 


gated, ‘as ALONE can rédrefs 
he" prefent, and: preverit the 
impending ‘evils---your peti- 
tioners obferve, ‘that the fhips 

and commodities of that na- 
cibth, whofe infidious conduct 
has long been the object of 
our pecttliar jealoufy, are re- 
ceived in our ports under th 
fame nae s with our 
own, while our navigation in 
return is ‘difcouragéd By every 1 
poffible embarraffment ; and 
our exports on their part 
are either prohibited, or, if 
admitted to their ports, are 
loaded with the moft rigo- 
rous exactions. In’ proof of 
our affertions, we need but 
point the a ttention of con- 
grefs to che’ enormous duty on 


S 
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ourtice, oil, and tobacco$ to 
the principle and fpirit of theit 
navigation laws; or fo a bill 
lately agitated in the Britifh 
parliament, whicir now moft 
probably has the fanction of a 
law, for the fupport and en- 
couragement of theit Ameri- 
can fithery, to the direct pre- 
judice of ours, and is intended 
to derive that beneft an 
thefe ftates, as, in our appre- 
henfens and on their princte 
ples, ought only to be permit- 
ted in our own bortoms. It is 
indeed Setaaes to: multi- 
ply examples, when the ftaple 
productions "of ev ery ftate, 
feel alike the baneful influence 
of fuch’ regulations. 

To add’ to thofe evils alrea- 
dy fufficient to excite our ut- 
moft difquietude, the late in- 
tervention of Britifh factors in 
this ftate threatens a monopoly 
of our trade, and haftetis thé 
rapid decréafe. of our circula- 
ting médium---an event prép- 
nant with the urmoft mifchief, 
not only to the mercantile in- 
tereft in particular, but to the 
e€ community at large. 

Impreffed with thefé i ideas, 
your petitioners beg leave to 

requeft of the very augelt body 
which they now have the ho- 
nour toaddrefs, that the nume- 
rous unpofitions of the Britifh 
on the trade and exports of 
thefe ftates, may be forthwith 
contravened by fimilar expe- 
dients on our part; elfe, may 
it pleafe your excellency and 
honours, the commerce of 
S this 


, 
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this country, and of confe- 
quence its wealth, power, and 
erhaps the union itfelf, may 
hem victims to the artifice 
of a nation, whofe arms have 
been in vain exerted to accom- 
plith the ruin of America, 
John Handcock, 
Samuel A. Otis, 
Samuel Breck, 
John C. Jones, 
Samuel Barret, 
Edward Payne, 
Caleb Davis, 
Thomas Ruffel, 
Jonathan L. Auftin, 
Charles Jarvis, 
William Tudor, 
Stephen Higginfon, 
Jofeph Barrell, 
Perez Morton, 


Jofeph Ruffel. 
th SS S+> 


Extraé from Inftruétions to 
the Reprefentatives of the 
State of Virginia, prefented 
by feveral of their Conftitu- 
ents : 


S citizens of the united 
ftates, we cannot remain 
unconcerned fpectators of the 
alarming picture of national 
diftrefs, prefented by congrefs 
tothe world, in their late ad- 
drefs; we are far from con- 
demning their unreferved com- 
munications. If expedients 
are the refources of the weak, 
fecrecy is the cloak of the bafe 
mind; we with they had gone 
farther, and propofed a radical 


Inferuétions to the Reprefentatives of Virginia. 


cure for a radical evil. The 
CONFEDERAL CONSTI- 
TUTION, whilft it prefentsa 
comedy to the reft of the world, 
will prove in the end a tragedy 
to ourfelves~-and our diftrefs 
will be attended with fo much 
ridicule, that we fhall lofe the 
confolation of pity. 
Government, without coer- 
cion, is a propofition at once fo 
abfurd and felf-conttadictory, 
that the idea creates a confufi- 
on of the underftanding—it is 
form without fubftance~at beft 
a body without a foul.—-If men 
would act right, government of 
all kinds would be ufelefs--if 
{tates or nations, (who are but 
affemblapes of men) would do 
right, there would be no wars, 
or diforder, in the univerfe.--- 
Bad as individuals are, ftates 
are worfe—cloath men with 
public authority, and almoft 
univerfally, they confider 
themfelves as liberated from 
the obligations of moral re¢ti- 
tude, becaufe they are no lon- 
ger amenable to juftice. 
Congrefs with a prefs, du- 
ring the life of paper money, 
did wonders--fince it natu- 
rally died, they have had the 
power of emitting bills and 
borrowing. money, without 
funds to gain credit,—of raifing 
an army and equipping a navy, 
without the means of building 
a fhip or fubfifting a foldier,- 
of fending ambafladors--who 
divulge our diftrefs abroad, and 
render our poverty more {plen- 
didly confpicuous,--~making 
treaties, 





On the Philadelphia Convention. 


treaties, which they cannot 
enforce the execution of, and 
with nations who can derive e- 
very advantage from us better 
without them; and, finally, 
they prefent themfelves a fpec- 
oc fo ludicrous, that we can- 
not help being diverted at our 
own collate 

The melioration of a confti- 
tution, founded on fuch falfe 
and incompatible principles, 
feems in every view almoft im- 
poffible; but expedients pro- 
pofed, which require the una- 
nimous concurrence of thirteen 
feparate legiflatures, differing 
in interefts, diftina in habits, 
and oppofite from prejudices, 
have fs repeatedly failed, that 
they no longer furnifh a ray of 
hope.-—We pray therefore for 
the day, when we fhall fee a 
NATIONAL CONVENTI- 
ON fit, compofed of the beft 
and ableft men in the union, a 
majority of whom fhall be in- 
vefted with the power of alte- 
ring it. It is now fo bad, as to 
dety the malice of fortune and 
ingenuity to make it worfe. 


> PS S4> 


On the Philadelphia Conven- 


tion, 


oo political exiftence of 


the united ftates, per- 
haps, depends on the refult of 
the deliberations of the con- 
vention which is to be held at 
Philadelphia in May next, for 
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the purpofe of revifing the fe- 
deral conftitution. The ac- 
knowledged neceffity of the 
meafure has induced the ftates 
of New Hampfhire, Maffachu- 
fetts, New York, New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, Delaware, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, North and 
South Carolina, and Georgia, 
feverally to appoint delegates 
to faid convention. Connec- 
ticut has not yet entered on 
the important fubject : but 
her concurrence cannot be 
doubted. Rhode [fland has re- 
fufed to co-operate in this 
bufinefs. From her anti- 
federal difpofition, nothing 
better could have been ex- 
pected. To ‘that ftate it is 
owing, that the continental 
impoft has not taken place. 
To her may be charged the po- 
verty of the foldiers of the 
late army, the heavy taxes of 
our citizens, and the embar- — 
raffed ftate of the public fi- 
nances. It is, however, fin- 
cerely hoped and wifhed, that 
her diffent will NEVER 
MORE BE PERMITTED 
TO DEFEAT ANY FEDE- 
RAL MEASURE. Rather let 
her be dropped,out of the 
union, or apportioned to the 
different ftates that furround’ 
her. Nor will the American 
conftellation lofe one gem 
thereby. The ftate of Ver- 
mont fhines with far fuperior 
luftre, and would more than 
compenfate the lofs. 
Salem, March 31. 


RUs 
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RURAL CONCGERNS,. 


On the Heffian Fly. » 
HE New York fociety for 


promoting ufeful know- 
ledge, having at their laft meet- 
ing received feveral communi- 
cations refpecting the iniccts 
deftroying the wheat, which, 
if generally known, they hope 
may contribute, in.fome mea- 
fure, to prevent their future 
ravages, or lead to the difco- 
very of more effectual reme- 
dies, 3 
Refolved, That the purport of 
thefe communications fhould 
be publifhed, and that. the 
thanks of the fociety fhould 
be given to thofe gentlemen, 
who have favoured them with 
their obfervations on this and 
fome other fubjects ; particu- 
larly to the. gentleman who 
has favoured them with his re- 
marks on the propagation and 
management of the filk-worm 
in this country. 


The information refpecting 
the infect is as follows: 


Extract of a letter froma Jer- 
fey Farmer, dated Hunter- 
don, January 30, 1787. 

“* The fmall fly, in which 
ftate it firft appears, is fuppof- 
ed to advance about 15 miles 
annually, and neither waters 
nor mountains have obftructed 


them though if difturbed, | 
never dbferved them to take a 
flight of more.tham-five or fix 
feet, yet they are fo active 
that it is difficult to:catch 
them.» They firft appear to- 
wards the end of September, 
and foon after; their ¢g@s ap- 
pear hatched, in colour :and 
fize like a _flax-feed. ‘They 
are very low at the joints of 
wheat plants; fome even in 
the ground, and here:they har- 
bour all winter. On their firft 
appearance in any ditrict, 
their numbers being- {mall, 
they feldom cut off the crop in 
this ;ftate, which is often the 
cafe the fecond or third year, 
In the fpring, after warm wea- 
ther, they again appear as a 
{mall worm, twift themfelves 
around the wheat as it begins 
to pipe, eat, canker and killit; 
being gorged, they become a 
chryfal, from whence the au- 
relia takes wings. 

I would therefore propofe, 
#ft, that wheat fhould not be 
fowed on land that is poor, but 
naturally rich or manured, the 
ftrong effects of which I faw 
laft autumn. 

adly, In fuch ground it will 
be early enough to fow the rf 
week in October, when the fly 
is moftly over. 

3dly, When the fly firft ap- 

pears, 





On the Heffian Fly. 


pears, I: would recommend to 
prepare a large bufh of elder, 
the more leaves the better, let 
this be dragged over the wheat, 
it will probably {care them off, 
as this fhrub is known to be 
obnoxious to all forts of flies. 

4thly, Prepare a roller of a 
log, 18 inches diameter, by 
four ieet anda half or five feet 
long, a goage and muts in 
the centre of each,end, with 
a wooden frame fixed on it, on 
which may be placed a box to 
receive {tones to any weight re- 
guired. - It is expected that 
this roller, if drawn over the 
wheat, when the worm comes 
out in the fpring, will crufh 
them, befides being of great 
benefit in bringing the earth 
up to the roots of the plant. 
A roller is of fo great fervice 
in this way, that even if the 


fly thould happily leave us, no 
farmer fhould be without it, 
and the expence isa mere trifle. 


Extract of a letter from a gen- 
tleman, dated New-York, 
September 1, 1786. 


“* The firft difcovery I made 
of thefe infeéts, was a little be- 
fore the wheat harveft in 1785, 
when but few appeared in my 
neighbourhood. I was led to 
the difcovery by obferving here 
and there a head of my wheat 
leaning towards the ground, 
and on ‘examination, found a 
breach in the ftraw, above the 
fecond joint from the ground, 
which rendered it fo feeble as 
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not to be able to fupport the 
weight of t:.¢ head; this breach 
was, beyond a doubt, effeQed 
by a worm which had perfora- 
ted the ftraw, was lodged.on 
the joint, and then in the au- 
relia ftate; from this aurelia 
I conclude the fly, or millar, 
of a greyith colour (and which 
lays the egg on the wheat in 
the fall) muit proceed. . Thefe 
flies are very numerous, and 
are ready to begin their work 
as foon as the firft blade has 
grown to the length of a few 
inches; they then lay their 
eggs on this blade. Thefe 
eggs refemble what is com- 
monly called the fly-blow on 
meat, very {mall, and but one 
in a place, foon after the other 
blades of wheat proceeding 
from the fame kernel, -inclofe 
the frit, the egg is covered, and 
agreeable to the ufual progrefs 
of infects, arrives at the flate of 
a worm, and defcends towards 
the root, where it confiimes the 
tender blade, fometimes de+ 
ftroying the whole crop in the 
fall, but if by reafon of the fer- 
tility of the foil and other con- 
current circumftances, the ve- 
getation is fo rapid as to baffle 
their efforts, fome of the latter 
laid eggs, when at the worm 
ftate, entrench to the depth-of 
an inch or more in the ground, 
where I have found:them after 
fevere frofts, changed from a 
white toa greenifh colour, and 
almoft tranfparent. From this 
they proceed to the aurelia 
ftate, and thus continue in the 
grovnd, 
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round, in my opinion, till the 

pring, when the iiy is again 
produced, which again lays its 
eggs, and finifhes rhe work be- 
gun in the fall, to the total de- 
ftruction of the crop. 

*< There is one fact which I 
can relate (not from my own 
knowledge, but on informati- 
on) that feems worthy of atten- 
tion, which is, that by feed- 
ing the crop very clofe in the 
winter and fpring, if the land 
is rich it will again {pring up, 
and the worms do not much in- 
jure the fecond growth.” 

Another correfpondent ob- 
ferves that wheat fown on 

oints of land, which are expo- 
ed to the fea air, are not near 
fo liable to be deftroyed by the 
infect, as that fown in the inte- 
rior parts of the country, and 


therefore recommends as an 
experiment, that fine falt be 
fprinkled on the wheat juft be- 
fore, or very foon after the ap~ 
pearance of the fly. 

Since the receipt of the a- 
bove, a letter written b 
Mr. Chriftopher Gullet to Dr. 
Matty, has appeared in the A- 
merican Mufeum for February 
1737, Pp. 143, which gives fo 
many inftances of the good ef- 
fects of elder in preferving ve- 
getables fiom infects, cater- 
pillars, and blights, as make it 
extremely probable, that the 
third remedy propofed by the 
Jerfey Farmer, though a very 
fimple and eafy one, may yet 
prove an effential and power- 
ful means of preferving our 
crops of wheat in future. 





MISCELLANIES. 


On the Eftablifhment of Fiee- 
Schools. 


To the citizens of Philadel- 
phia, and of the diftricts of 
_Southwark, and the Nor- 
thern Liberties. 


BVERY friend to the prof- 
perity of Pennfylvania, 
muft view, with pleafure, the 
eftablifhment and fuccefs of 
thofe feminaries of learning, 
which are intended to diffufe 
knowledge throughout the 
ftate: but, ufeful as thefe col- 


leges and academies are, they 
are not fufficiently extenfive 
in their objects, to fpread lite- 
rature thro’ the humble and 
indigent claffes of the people : 
they are calculated, chiefly, 
for the benefit of the affluent 
and independent part of the 
citizens of the ftate. 

The bleffings of knowledge 
can be extended to the poor 
and labouring part of the com- 
munity, only by the means of 
FREE SCHOOLS. 

The remote and unconne&- 
ed {tate of the fettlements * 

the. 
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the new counties, will forbid 
the eftablifhment of thofe 
{chools for fome years to come, 
by a general law : but there is 
nothing to prevent their being 
fet on foot immediately in the 
city of Philadelphia, and in 
the old and thick-fettled coun- 
ties of the ftate. 
Toa people enlightened in 
the | the of liberty and 
duilteniar: arguments, it is 
to be hoped, will be unnecef- 
fary to perfuade them to adopt 
thefe ufeful inftitutions. The 
children of poor people form 
a great proportion of all com- 
munities. Their ignorance 
and vices, when neglected, 
are not confined to ghemfelves. 
They affociate with, and con- 
taminate the children of thofe 
in higher ranks. They affift, 
after they arrive at manhood, 
in chufing the rulers who go- 
vern the whole community. 
They give a complexion to 
the morals and manners of the 
people. In fhort, when the 
common people are ignorant 
and vicious, a nation, and, 
above all, a republican nation, 
can never be long free and 
happy. It becomes us, there- 
fore, as we love our offspring, 
and value the freedom and 
profperity of our country, 
immediately to provide 
the education of the poor 
children, who are fo numerous 
in the thick-fettled parts of the 
ftate. 

The following plan, to be- 
gin this important bufinefs in 


the capital of the ftate, is fub- 
mitted to the confideration. of 
the citizens of Philadelphia, 
and of the diftricts of South- 
wark and the Northern Liber- 
ties. 

Firft, Let an application be 
made to the legiflature fora law 
to affefs 10001. upon all eftates 
in the city and liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia, to be appropriated 
for the maintenance of fchool 
mafters, for the rent of {chool- 
houfes and other expences, 
connected with this undertak- 
ing. This mode of eftablifhing 
free {chools, has many advan- 
tages over that of trufting them 
to the precarious fupport. of 
charitable contributions. In 
Scotland and New England, 
the free fchools are maintained 
by daw : hence-education and 
knowledge are univerfal in 
thefe countries. In England, 
the free fchools are fupported 
chiefly by charity fermons : 
hence education and know- 
ledge ate fo partially divided 
erous the country, and hence 
too, the origin of the numerous 
executions, and inventions to 
punifh and extirpate criminals, © 
of which we daily read fuch 
melancholy accounts in the 
Englifh newfpapers. Charita- 
ble contributions fall unequal- 
ly upon the different members 
of fociety--a tax will be more 
equally borne, and will be fo 
light as fearcely to be fele by 
any body. The price of a bot- 
tle of wine, or of a fingle fa- 
fhionable feather, will pay the 

tax 
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tax’ of an ordinary freeholder 
for" a° whole year to thofe 
fthools: befides there will be 
real'ceconomy in the payment 
of this tax : by fowing the feeds 
cf good morals in the fchools, 
andinfpiring the youth with 
Rahitsof induftry, the num- 
ber of the poor, and of courfe 
the fum of the tax paid for 
their maintenance, will be di- 
thinificd. By lIeffening the 
quantity of vice, we fhall 
moreover’ leffen’ the expences 
of jails, and of theufual forms 
of faw which conduct people 
to them. ‘Above all, we fhall 
render ani acceptable fervice to 
+ divine beirig, in taking 
e of that part of our fellow 
creatures, ‘who appear to be 
he‘more immediaté objects of 
is ‘¢ompaffion and benevo- 
- > Secondly, Ler the children 
who are fent to thofe fchools,; 
be tatipht to read and write the 
Englith; and (when required 
By their parents) the German 
language. Let them be in- 
ftructed, likewife, inthe firft 
principles of arithmetic. Let 
the girls be inftructed in needle 
woftk, knitting and fpinning, 
as well as’-in the branches of 
literature that have been men- 
tioned: Above all, let both fex- 
és be carefully inftructed in 
the principles, and obligations 
of the chriftian religion. This 
is the moft effential part of edu- 
cation : this will idke them du- 
tiful children, teachable fcho- 
Fars, and, afterwards, good 


apprentices,’ good httsbands, 
good wives, honeft mechanics, 
induftrious farmers, ptacable 
failors, and; in’ every thing 
that'relates to their country, 
good citizens. To eff&& this 
impottant purpofe it will be 
necefary, 

Thirdly, That the children 
of parents of thefani¢ religtoys 
denomination fhould be edu- 
cated together, in order that 
they may be inftruéted with 
the more eafe in the principles 
and forms of their refrestive 
churches. By thefe meafis the 
fchools will come more immee 
diately under the infpeStion of 
the minifters of the city, and 
thereby refigion ‘and jearning 
be more’ mtimatcly connedt- 
ed. Aftér the experience we 
have had of the advantages 
derived’ ‘by the friends, from 
connecting their fchools’ and 
theirchurch together, in form- 
ing the morals of their youth, 
nothing further need be added 
in favour of this part of the 
plan. 

Fourthly: Let: the money 
raifed for the fupport of thefe 
fchools, belodgedin the hands 
of the ‘city-treafurer, ‘to be 
appropriated in the following 
manner: Let a certain num- 
ber of perfons of ‘each religi- 
ous fociety, be appointed truf- 
tees of the free-fchools of their 
refpective churches ; and let a 
draught, figned by the prefi- 
dent of a quorum of thefe cruf- 
tees be a voucher to the treafu- 
rer to iffue three or four pounds 


a year 
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a year for every fcholar who 
is educated by them. As foon 
as the number of fcholars, be- 
longing. to any religious foci- 
ety, exceeds fifteen, let thirty 
pounds a year be allowed to 
them for the rent of a {chool- 
room, and for paper, ink, pens, 
books and fire-wood ; and fixty 
pounds a year, when the num- 
ber of {cholirs becomes fo 
great as torequire two {chool- 
rooms. If any religious foci- 
ety fhould decline accepting 
of the bounry of the city, from 
having provided for the edu- 
cation of heir, poor by private 
contributions, let their propor- 
tion of it be thrown into the 
poor-tax of the city, if it fhould 
not be required for the poor 
Children of the lefs wealthy 
focictics.. And, 

Laftly, Let the accounts and 
expenditures of the fchools be 
open at all times to infpectors, 
to be appointed by the law, 
and publithed every year. 

Citizens of Philadelphia, 
awaken, at laft, to check the 
vice which taints the atmo- 
fphere of our city. The pro- 
fane and indecent language 
which afaults our ears in every 
ftreet, can ‘only be reftrained 
by extending education to the 
children of poor people. The 
prefent is an cra of public fpi- 
rit; the difpenfary and the 
humane fociety, will be lafting 
monuments cf the humani- 
tv of the prefent citizens of 
Philadelphia. Bur let not the 


health and lives of the poor ex- 


l 
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hauft the whole ftock of our 
benevolence ; their morals are 
of more confequence to focie- 
ty than their health or lives 5 
dnd their minds muft exift for 
ever. ‘* Bleffed is he thar con- 
fidereth the poor, the Lord 
will deliver him in time of trou- 
ble. The Lord will preferve 
him, and keep him alive upon 
the earth; he will not deliver 
him into the will of his ene- 
mies.” 


4 Ho]. »-¢ 
Cruelty of Savages. 
REDERIC Manheim, an 


induftrious German, with 
his family, confifting of his 
wife, a daughter of eighteen 
years of age, and Maria and 
Chriftina, his. youngeft chil- 
drcn (twins), about fixteen, 
refided near the river Mohawk, 
eight miles weft of Johnfton. 
On the nineteenth of October, 
1779, the father being at work 
at fome diftance from his ha- 
bitation, and the mother and 
eldeft daughter on a vifit at 2 
neighbour’s, two hoftile Cana- 
fadaga Indians rufhed in, and 
captured the twin fifters. 

The party to which thefe 
favages Rogue, confifted of 
fifty warriors, who, after fecu- 
ring twenty-three of the inha- 
bitants of that neighbourhood, 
(among whom was the unfor- 
tunate Frederic Manheim), 
and firing their houfes, re- 
tired for four days with the 
C nireft 
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utmoft precipitancy, till they 
were quite fafe from purfuit. 
The place where they halted 
on the evening of the day of 
reft, was a thick pine fwamp, 
which rendered the darknefs 
of an uncommonly-gloomy 
night, ftill more dreadful. The 
Indians kindled a fire, which 
they had not done before, and 
ordered their prifoners, whom 
they kept together, to refrefh 
themfelves with fuch provi- 
fions as they had. The Indians 
eat by themfelves. Inftead of 
retiring to reft after fupping, 
the appalled captives obferved 
their enemies bufied in opera- 
tions which boded nothing 
good. Two faplings were pru- 
ned clear of branches up to 


the very top, and all the bruh 
cleared away for feveral rods 


around them. While this was 
doing, others were {fplitting 
itch pine billets into {mall 
plinters about five inches in 
leneth, and as fmall as one’s 
little finger, fharpening one 
end, and dipping the other in 
melted turpentine. 

At length, with countenan- 
ces diftorted by infernal fury, 
and with hideous yells, the 
two favages who had captured 
the haplefs Maria and Chrif- 
tina, leaped into the midft of 
their circle, and dragged thofe 
ill-fated maidens, thricking. 
from the embraces of their 
companions. Thefe warriors 
had difagreed about whofe pro- 
perty the girls fhould be, as 
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they had jointly feized thems 
and, to terminate the difpute, 
agreeably to the abominable 
ufage if the favages, it was 
determined by the chiefs of 
the party, that the prifoners, 
who gave rife to the conten- 
tion, fhould be deftroyed ; and 
that their captors fhould be 
the principal agents in the ex- 
ecrable bufinets Thefe furies, 
aflifted by their comrades, 
{tripped the forlorn girls, al- 
ready convulfed with appre- 
henfions, and tied each to a 
fapling, with their hands as 
high extended above their 
heads as poffible ; and then 
pitched them from their knees 
to their fhoulders, with u 
wards of fix hundred of the 
fharpened fplinters above de- 
fcribed, which, at every punc- 
ture, were attended with 
fcreams of diftrefs, that echoed 
and re-echoed through the wil- 
dernefs. And then to complete 
the infernal tragedy, the {plin- 
ters, all ftanding erect on the 
bleeding victims, were every 
one fet on fire, and exhibited 
a fcene of monftrous mifery, 
beyond the power of fpeech 
to defcribe, or even the imagi- 
nation to conceive. It was not 
until near three hours had e- 
lapfed from the commence- 
ment of their torments, and 
that they had loft almoft every 
refemblance of the human 
form, that thefe helplefs vir- 
gins funk down in the arms of 
their deliverer, Death. e 
I. 
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Mr. Printer, 

F, after perufing the annex- 
ed melancholy narrative, 
you deem it worthy a place in 
your publication, it is at your 
fervice. Such communicati- 
ons, founded on fact, have a 
tendency, on one hand, to 
make us feel for the perfons af- 
flicted ; on the other,’to im- 
prefs our hearts with 


alleveats, for that emancipa- 
tion which the united ftates 
have experienced from the 
haughty claims of Britain: A 
power, at that time, fo loft to 
every human affection, that ra- 
ther than not fubdue and make 
us flaves, they bafely chofe to 
encourage, patronize and re- 
ward, as their mot faithful 
and beloved allies, the favages 
of the wildernefs ; who, with- 
out difcrimination, barbarouf- 
ly maffacred the induftrious 
-husbandman, the fupplicating 
female, the pratling child and 
tender infant, vainly fheltered 
with the encircling arms of ma- 
ternal fondnefs. Such tranfac- 
tions, as they come to our 
knowledge well authenticated, 
ought to be recorded, that our 
pofterity may not be ignorant 
of what their anceftors under- 


went at the trying period of 


our national exertions for A- 
merican independence. 

The following account 
was, at my requeft, drawn up 
by the unfortunate furferer. 
Refpecting the author, futtice 
it to fay that he is an ordained 


gratitude" 
to the Sovereign Difpofer of 


ar 
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minifter of the baptift faith and 
order, and held in high eftima- 
tion by all our affociated 
churches. 

Wichall due refpeat, Iam, fir, 

Your moft obedient and very 
humble fervanr, 


Wm. ROGERS. 


Muddy. Creek, Wafhington 

County, July 8, 1785. 
-Dear Sir, 

The following is a juftand 
true account of the tragical 
fcene, of my family’s falling 
by the favages, which I related 
when at your houfe in Phila- 
delphia, and you requefted me 
to forwardin writing. On the 
fecond ffbbath in May, in the 
year 1782, being my appoint- 
ment at one of my meeting 
houfes, about a mile from my 
dwelling houfe, I fet out with 
my dear wife and five children, 
for public worfhip. Not fuf- 
pecting any danger, I walked 
behind 200 yards, with my bi- 
ble in my hand, meditating--- 
as [was thus employed, all on 
a fudden, I was greatly alarmed 
with the frightful fhricks of my 
dear family before me---I im- 
mediately ran with all the 
fpeed I could, vainly hunting 
a clubas Iran, till I got within 
40 yards of them: my poor wife 
fecing me, cried tome to make 


my efcape---an Indian ran up 
to fhoot me. I had to ftrip, and 
by fo doing out-ran him, My 
dear wife had a fucking child 
in her arms: this little infanc 
they killed and fcalped. They 

then 
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then ftruck my wife at fundry 
times, but not getting her 
down, the Indian, who aimed 
to fhoot me, ran to her, fhot 
her thro’ the body, and fcalped 
‘her: my little boy, an only fon, 
about fix years old, they funk 
the hatchet into his brains, 
‘and thus difpatched him. A 
daughter, befides the infant, 
‘they alfo killed and fcalped. 
My eldeft daughter, who is yet 
alive, was hid in a tree, about 
20 yards from the place where 
the reft were killed, and faw 
the whole proceedings. Sh¢ 
feeing the Indians all go off, as 
fhe thought, got up, and deli- 
berately crept out from the 
hollow trunk ; but qne of them 
efpying her, ran haftily up, 
knocked her down, and fcalped 
her--alfo her only furviving 
fifter, on whofe head they did 
not leave more than one inch 
round, either of filefh or skin, 
befides taking a piece out of 
her skull—fhe, and the before- 
mentioned one, are ftill mira- 
culoufly preferved, though, as 
you muft think, I have had, 
and ftill have, a great deal of 
trouble and expence with 
them, befides anxiety about 
them, infomuch that I am, as 
to worldly circumftances, al- 
moftruined. [am yet in hopes 
of feeing them cured; the 

ftill, bleffed be God, retain 
their fenfes, notwithftanding 
the painful operations they 
have already and mutt yet pafs 
thro’. At the time I ran round 


to fee what was become of m 
family, and found my dear 
and affectionate wife, with five 
children, all fealpeéd ‘in lefs 
than 10 minutes, from the firft 
outfet---no one, my dear bro- 
ther, can conceive how I felt-- 
this, you may well fuppofe, 
was killing to me. I inftantly 
fainted away, and was borne 
off bya friend, who by this 
time had found us out—W hen 
Irecovered, oh the ancuith of 
my foul!—-I cried—would to 
God I had died for them, would 
to God I had died with them, 
O how dark and myfterious did 
this trying providence then ap- 
pear tome! but-— 
** Why fhould I grieve--- 
when, grieving, I muft bear?” 
This, dear fir, is a faithful, 
though fhort narrative of that 
fatal cataftrophe—and my life 
amidft it all, for what purzofe, 
Jehovah only knows, redeemed 
from furrounding death---Oh, 
may I fpend it to the praife 
and glory of his grace, who 
worketh all things after the 
council of his own will. The 
government of the world, and 
of the church is in his hands.— 
May it be taught the important 
leffon of acquiefcing in ali his 
difpenfations. I conclude with 
wifhing you every bleffing, 
and fubfcribe myfelf, 
Your affectionate, though 
afflicted friend, and un- 
worthy brother in the 
golpel miniftry. 


JOHN CORBLY. 
To 
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Further Account of Jemimah W ilkinfon, Ore. 


To the Printer, 

I‘ your Mufeum for Febru- 
ary, you publifhed a piece 
defcribing the perfons of Je- 
mimah \\ ilkinfon, Sarah Ri- 
chards, and James Parker, and 
pointing out their herefies and 
eligious impofitions, which 
piece has' ftirred up fome zeal- 
ous apologift for them, whofe 
apology you have publifhed : 
our candour and impartiality, 
 truft, will likewife induce 
you to publifh the following 
rejoinder. I do not propofe to 
anfwer this gentleman in the 
order in which his piece is 


written; Eut will only reply 
to the moft material parts of 
it, as they prefent themfelves, 
Without attending to regula- 
rity, or being very particular. 

The piece publithed again 
thofe people, charges them 


with holding that Jemimah 
Wilkinfon is Chrift, and that 
Sarah Richards and James Par- 
ker are the two witneffes {po- 
ken of by John the divine in 
the reyefations ; but this gen- 
tleman, their advocate, in or- 
der to difprove this, affures us 
that they fay they religiouf- 
ly profefs the fame identical 
Chrift who was born of the 
virgin, laid in the manger at 
Bethlehem, preached and wro’t 
miracles, paffed through vari- 
ous {tates in Judea for 33 years, 
was mocked, fcourged and cru- 
cified between two thieves, as 
to his manhood, was buried, 
rofe again the third day, and 
afcended into heaven, from 
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whence he fhallcome to judge 
both the quick and dead. Now, 
what is there in all this confef- 
fion of their faith to difprove 
what had been written againft 
them? Ir is there afferted, 
that they profefs that Jemimah 
Wilkinfon is the fame Chriit 
come againafecondtime. I 
ask the gentleman, has he dif- 
proved this? Ifhe has to his 
own fatisfaction, I believe he 
has not convinced many o- 
thers: Now (he fays) as to 
Sarah Richards being one of 
the witneffes, as thefe writers 
fay, I have never feenher ; but 
as to the other, James Parker, 
I have been in converfation 
with him, but he does not af- 
fent to fuch untruths.” This 
gentleman, thro’out his whole 
performance, feems to have en- 
tertained an idea, that he was 
engaged with more than one 
writer : on what circumftances 
he formed this conjecture, I 
cannot fay, and whether it 
might not have arifen in him 
only from a more pleafing idea, 
of gaining a victory over two 
writers than overone. Butto 
return ; he fays he has never 
feen faid Sarah Richards, and 
therefore we are to fuppofe ke 
cannot fay what fhe is; but 
Parker, he fays, ‘‘ does not af- 
fent to fuch untruths;” here 
the gentleman is not candid. 
One might,be led to fuppofe, 
from thefe expreffions, Lo he 
and Parker had converfed to- 
ether on this fubject, and that 
Parker affured him this report 
was 
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was falfe; but Parker has not 


been in thefe parts fince laft ” 


fall, and at that time I believe 
this gentleman had mever heard 
that Parker entertained fuch 
‘an idea of himfelf, and there- 
fore he could not have put the 
auefion to him ; this was a fe- 
c.:t known only to the focie- 
ty until lately, and has now 
come out by fome individuals 
fezing thro’their deception and 
quitting them. Did Jemimah 
Wilkinfon, Sarah Richards, 
Parker and others of them, o- 
penty profefs to the world who 
they are in their own imagi- 
nation, or pretend they are, 
they would be fo univerfally 
detefted, that their inftitution 
could not ftand long; this o- 
pen declaration would break 
them up; but they go to work 
more ingenioufly: The firft 
thing is to prepoffefs the mind 
of the undifcerhiiis with an 
high opinion of their fanc¢tity, 
and then by a great deal of art 
to endeavour to increafe this 
veneration to its higheft de- 
gree; after which, by hints 
and innuendos, and references 
to particular paflages of fcrip- 
ture, in which they intimate 
that they themfelives are de- 
fcribed, they do at length fo 
far prevail over the minds of 
many, as to induce them to be- 
lieve almof what they pleafe. 
This gentlersan, the apolo- 
ift for Jemimah and her fol- 
sae, tho’ not fully raken in- 
to fellowfhip, yet appears to 
have entertained a very high 


opinion of them, as the fol- 
lowing quotation from him 
will manileft: ‘* In the fall of 
the yearr732, it was rumoured 
that a fingular female preach- 
er, with two other women and 
four men as companions, were 
arrived in this city, in order, 
as it was faid, to publifh and 
declare the glad tidings of fal- 
vation, and that the day of the 
Lord was near to be revealed. 
Next morning, two friends 
who had been at one of their 
meetings, gave fuch a report of 
the awfu!nefs of the folemnity, 
with the innocent yet majef- 
tic appearance of the woman 
preacher, that they were ftruck 
with wonder and amazement. 
In a day or two afterwards, 
they had a meeting at the me- 
thodifts church, where a large 
concourfe of people attended, 
when the female preacher, af- 
ter having fat dome time in 
filence, arefe, and with an a- 
greeable fweetnefs and ele- 
gr with propriety addref- 
ed the auditory above one 

hour, and that, in fuch a pow- 
erful manner, declaring the 
truths of the gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift, that numbers were con- 
victed and bowed down under 
the power of her miniftry.” To 
the above extraordinary ace 
count of thofe people, this gen- 
tleman has mentioned fome cii- 
cumftances, which rather ope- 
rate againft them ; for he fays, 
“Tt was thought prudent at 
the houfe where they were en- 
tertained, to keep the doors 
and 
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and windows fhut, there being 
apprehenfions of perfonal in- 
fults from the liberties taken 
by the boys, &c. a fcene of 
outrage enfued ; f{tones, brick- 
bats, &c. were thrown againft 
the doors and fhutters of the 
houfe, which was contrary to 
the laws of hofpitality.” If 
fuch a fcene of tumule and 
outrage did enfue, it was very 
indecent and iahofpitable in- 
deed: lec it ftand condemned. 
But does it not feem very pro- 
bable, that even thofe rude 
and wicked boys faw fome- 
thing among thofe people 
which was perfectly ridiculous, 
and which excited their con- 
tempt ? for although there is 
not fo much fobriety among 
the youth in this city as could 
be wifhed, yet it may be truly 
faid to their credit, that in Be- 
neral they poffefs a truly- 
religious character: but if Je- 
mimah did poffefs a ‘* moft 
agreeable fweetnefs and ele- 
gance, awfulnefs and majef- 
ty,” in the eftimation of fome 
people fhe could have no ad- 
mirers: but the queftion is, 
whether what fhe poffeffes, is 
the agreeable fweetnefs and 
elegance, awfulnefs and ma- 
jefty of pure religion ? or, 
whether it be that kind of ex- 
cellency which our Lord de- 
clared capable of deceiving 
almoft the elect ? This is the 
quero : and on this point I 

iffer very widely in opinion 
from the gentleman: but he 
fays J have taken an offence at 
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thofe people, and am “ not 
confidering the advice of our 
Lord, As ye would that men 
fhoulddo unto you, do ye alfo 
unto them.” If I have taken 
an offence at them, I truft it is 
ajuftifiable one: for all ought 
to be offended at fuch impiety. 
As to the advice 6f our Lord, 
** As ye would thar men fhould 
do unto you, do ye alfo unto 
them,” my conduct is founded 
on this principle. I meant to 


fhew the deformity of the re- 


ligion inftituted by Jemimah, 
that, by appearing in its true 
colours, it may be hated ace 
cordingly : for it appears to 
me very odious. I have a¢ted 
that friendly part towards my 
fellow creatures who may be 
in danger of being deceived, 
which J would with extended 
to myfelf were I in the faine 
danger. But probaby the gen- 
tleman meant, that I have 
not treated Jemimah and her 
followers, as I would wifh to 
be treated, was I guilty of 
their impiety. This may be 
true ; but is no argument 
that I am wrong, no more 
than it would be an argu- 
ment that the magiftrate is 
wrong when he punithes a 
criminal : for the wicked 
fellow might fay, fir, you 
fhould do as you would with 
to be done unto: were you in 
my fituation, you would not 
with to be punifhed. 

This gentleman has alfo ta- 
ken fome pains to reprefent me 
as charging the Almighty with 

being 
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being the author of Sarah 
Richards’s impiety : but he 
hath fo entangled himfelf in, 
this attempt, that what he ac- 
cufes me of, feems according to 
his method of reafoning on the 
fabject, to fall upon himfelf, 
as the following quotation will 
fhew, ‘* Now Iam furprifed to, 
fee fuch men as chefe, who 
would take upon them:to be 
meffengers from God, thus to 
abufe our great mafter, in char- 
ging him with afflicting this 
poor woman with a diforder 
that obliges her to play the hy- 
pocrite, or to overcome her 
reafon fo far as to be deluded 
and believe fhe converfes with 
the dead, and has the angel 
Raphael for her guardian ; who 
is to blame for all this decep- 
tion? furely none but the au- 
thor, as fhe is only the inftru- 
ment ? who is that? why, ac- 
cording to thefe writers, no 
other but the maker and former 
of her nature, who has thus 
fubjected her to fuch kind of 
fits, which they call idle reve- 
ries.” Nothing like what this 
gentleman accufes me of, can 
soffibly be inferred from what 
i had written. I faid, that fhe 
is fubject to a particular kind 
of fir, but never faid, nor fup- 
pofed, that either her or her 
maker was to blame for this in- 
firmity ; but I blame her for 
pretending, that while fhe is 
in thofe kind of fits, the fees 
things which fhe never faw ; 
or, it her imagination is fport- 
ing during this ftate of feeming 
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infenfibility, I blame her for 
calling her abfurd reveries a 
divine revelation. But, in or- 
der to few my furprifing in- 
confiftency, that while I am 
expofing the idle reveties of 
Sarah Richards, he conjectures 
that I am myfelf fo “‘ involved 
in fuch reveries as to make my 
chief ftudy the writings of a 
mere adept in the fcience’ of 
rant, rapturous fanaticifm; 
one, if you can believe his ad- 
mirers, who was fo impregna- 
ted with flux and reflux, as not 
to wait for the appearance of 
Raphael, or any other angel: 
becaufe, when called, the 
whole hoft (if faith can give 
way to believe fuch reveries) 
were conftrained to come, con- 
verfe, and difcover al! fecrets 
that he thought fit to have 
communicated unto him.” 
Now as the gentleman has 
not named this fanatic, whom 
I am fo fond of, I can only 
conjecture whom he means: 
however, [ am willing in this 
refpect to come to confeffion ; 
and do affure him there is no 
one author in particular whom 
I make my chief ftudy: but 
when inclination to read, and 
bufinefs, will permit, I regale 
myfelf with the writings of 
the wife and virtuous among 
all denominations of men, 
without diftinction, or partial 
attachment to name or fect: 
the great variety in this refpect 
being to me as the great va- 
ricty of flowers in a highly- 
cultivated ‘garden ; the whole 
togetaer 
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together forming a beautiful 
and delicious nofegay. 

Did I read what he has writ- 
ten with a curious and critical 
eye, and were J difpofed to re- 
mark on every exceptionable 

art of his performance, he 
hia furnifhed an abundant 
matter; but this Lam difpofed 
to wave, for brevity’s fake, 
and becaufe to remark on all 
his errors is not ntaterial to the 
main point before me: yet will 
jult obferve to him as I pafs a~ 
long, how unorthodox a fenti- 
mentitis, for fo greata critic 
m orthodoxy, to fay that God 
raifed up Nicodemus to make 
him an inftrument to preferve 
Chrift from the rage of his 
enemies. I remember when 
Peter very officioufly drew his 
{word to preferve him, Chrift 
told him, that he did not need 
fuch an inftrument as he was} 
for that if he only prayed to 
his father, he could have more 
than twelve legions of angels 
to protect him: and to fup- 
pofe that he who opened the 
eyes of the blind, unftopped 
the ears of the deaf, and raifed 
the dead to life, fhould yet 
ftand in need of Nicodemus to 
preferve him from the rage of 
his enemies, isa very fingular 


fentiment : but this gentleman’ 


is fingular, and he has a right 
to be fo, uncontrouled by me, 
or any manelfe: and I would 
have {pared this remark, but to 
fhew him that he is not fo in- 
vulnerable in orthodoxy as he 
may apprehend. 

U 
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But to come at length to the 
merits of the matter between 
us, This gentleman has char- 
ed me with poffeffing ‘‘a zeal 
a calumny, fneering, lying 
invective, a flanderous tongue, 
and wanting meekefs, charity, 
and delicacy.” If this is true, 
I am liable to an action for 
flander. Let then this zealous 
friend of thofe ‘* innocent, 
fweet, elegant, awful, majef- 
tic, yet cruelly-derided and 


-contemned” people, come for- 


ward, and help to profecute fo 
wicked a man; and, if I don’e 
prove my affertions, let me 
abide the confequences. I am 
willing to ftand or fall on this 
ground: but it I have faid no 
more than is true, and what I 
can prove by the-moft reputa- 
ble evidence, it was then cei- 
tainly proper to fay what I did 
fay : and, if this is fo, I would 
then ask this gentleman, how 
he can clear himfelf from all 
that badnefs of heart which he 
has fo liberally beftowed upon 
me ? But as I expect he will 
decline this propofition, and 
left any one thould apprehend 
that I have accufed thefe peo- 
ple on infufficient informa- 
tion, I will mention what kind 
of evidence I poffefs refpect- 
ing the faults charged againft 
them. As to the fingular exter- 
nal appearance of Jemimah, 
this the gentleman has con- 
feffed ; but apologifes for it 
very charitably indeed, it ap- 
pearing to him ‘‘ a providential 
call to the people at large to 
" come, 
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come, fee and hear; and as 
to her manner of addrefling 
ftrangers, I affert it from my 
own knowledge, and trom the 
beft information. At the firft 
interview I had with her, in 
the prefence of divers of her 
followers, taking my feat near 
her, and directly oppofite to 
her; and after fitting fome 
time in filence, fhe, with 
expreflive countenance and 
piercing eye, as I have defcrib- 
ed her, addreffed me in thefe 
words, ‘* Art thou in health ?” 
I have now only put her ex- 

reffions in writing, but it muft 
be left to: the imagination to 
form an idea of the authorita- 
tive tone and manner. I faw 
inftantly her defign was to 
overawe me ; but not feeling 
myfelf affected in that way, 
I asked if fhe meant to enquire 
after the health of my body? 
She replied in the fame ftern, 
mafculine, authoritative tone 
of voice, as fhe firft addreffed 
me, ‘I mean as to the health 
of the foul.”” I replied to her, 
that “‘ as to the health of my 
foul, I thought it fafeft to 
judge modeftly about the mat- 
ter; that I wifhed to enjoy a 
ftate of health in this refpect.” 
From this reply to her, fhe 
took occafion to exhort me to 
the following purpofe :---— 
“¢ That it was not enough bare- 
ly to enjoy a ftate of health, 
but that I ought to be certain 


é 
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that I did enjoy my health.” 
The manner of her giving this 
exhortation was not in fuch a 
way as became a meek and 
good woman, but befpoke her 
very-vain: Aiter fhe had done 
her. exhortation, I replied to 
her to the following purpofe: 
That as fhe had taken the li- 
berty to sive me fome advice, 
which was well enough, there 
was fomething occurred to me 
by way of advice to her, which 
I withed might not offend her: 
I then remarked to her, on the 
impropriety of her drefs and 
appearance ; and told her it was 
fo much like the drefs and ap- 
pearance of a man, that I con- 
ceived it to be very improper ; 
that for any woman to appear 
as fhe did, was wrong ; but it 
was more efpecially fo in one 
coming to this city, as I un- 
derftood fhe did, in a religious 
character. I further obferved 
to her, that the fingularity of 
her appearance would excite 
many remarks, and I did not 
doubt but fome indecent ones. 
Her reply, as near as my me- 
mory ferves me, was in the fol- 
lowing words : ‘‘ There is no- 
thing indecent or improper in 
my drefs or appearance ; I 


_am not accountable to mor- 


tals; I am that I am;” fhe 
added fomething more, which 
I do not remember. 


(Remainder in our next.) 
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Letters written in the Ame- 
ricam camp, March, 1783. 


[Inferted by defire,| 
To the officers of the army. 
Gentlemen, 


Felow-foldier, whofe 
intereft and atfections 
bind him ftrengly to you,--- 
whofe paft fuffering have been 
asgreat, and whofe future for- 
tune may be as defperate as 
yours, would beg leave to ad- 
drefs you. | 
Age has its claims, and rank 
is not without its pretenfions 
toadvice: but though unfup- 
ported by both, he flatters 
himfelf, that the plain. lan- 
guage of fincerity and experi- 
ence will neither be unheard 
nor unregarded. oh4 
Like many of you, he lowed 
private life, and leftit with re- 
gret. He left it, determined 
to retire fromthe field with the 
neceflity that called him to it, 
and not till then---not till the 
enemies of his country, the 
{laves.of- power, and the hire- 
lings of injuftice, were compel- 
led to abandon their fchemes, 
and acknowledge America as 
terrible in arms as fhe had been 
humble in-remonftrance. With 
this object in view, he has 
Jong fhared in your toils, and 
mingled in your dangers.- He 
has felt the cold hand of pover- 
ty without a murmur, and has 
feen the infolence of wealth 
without a figh. Burt, too much 
under the direction of his wifh- 
es, and fometimes weak enough 
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to miftake defire for opinions, 
he has till lately, very lately, 
believed in the juftice of his 


country. He hoped, that as 
the clouds of adverfity fcatter- 
ed, and as the fun-fhine of 
peace and better fortune broke 
in upon us, the coldnefs and 
feverity of government would 
relax, and that more than juf- 
tice, that gratitude would blaze 
forth upon thofe hands, which 
had upheld her in the darkeft 
ftages of her paffage, from im- 
pending fervitude to acknow- 
ledged independence. But 
faith has its limits, as well as 
emper; and there are points, 
beyond which, neither can be 
ftretched, without inking into 
cowardice or plunging into cre- 
dulity. This, my friends, I 
conceive to be your fituation. 
Hurried to the very verge’ of 
both, another ftep would ruin 
you for ever. ‘To be tame and 
unprovoked, when injuries 
prefs hard upon you, is more 
than weaknefs; but to look 
up for kinder ufage, without 
one manly effort of your own, 
would fix your character, and 
fhew the world how richly 
you deferve thole chains you 
broke. To guard againft this 
evil, let us take a review of the 
ground upon which we now 
ftand, and irom thence carry 
our thoughts forward fora mo- 
ment, into the unexplored 
ficld of expedient. 

After a purfuit of feven 
long years, the object for 
which we fet out, is at length 
brought 
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brought within our reach. Yes, 
my friends, that fuffering cou- 
rage of yours, was active once ; 
it has conducted the united 
ftates of America through a 
doubtful and a bloody war. It 
has placed her in the chair of 
independency, and peace re- 
turns again to blefs---whom ? 
---A country willing to re- 
drefs your wrongs, cherifh your 
worth, and reward your fer- 
vices--a country courting your 
return to private life, with tears 
of gratitude, and {miles of ad- 
miration, longing to divide 
with you that independency 
which your gallantry has giv- 
en, and thofe riches which 
your hands have preferved. Is 
this the cafe? or is it rather, 
a country that tramples upon 
your rights, difdains your cries, 
and infults your diftreffes 2--- 
Have you not, more than 
once, fuggefted your wifhes, 
and made known your wants 
tocongrefs? Wants and wifh- 
es, which gratitude and policy 
fhould have anticipated, rather 
than evaded. And have you 
not lately, in the meek lan- 
uage of intreating memorials, 
Becved from their juftice, what 
you would no longer expect 
from their favour ? How have 
you been anfwered ? 
If this, then, be your treat- 
ment, while the fwords you 
wear are neceflary for the de- 
ence of America, what have 
you to expect from peace, 
when your voice fhall fink, 
and your ftrength diffipate by 





divifion? When thofe very 
fwords, the inftruments and 
companions of your ‘glory, 
fhall be taken from your fides, 
and noremaining mark of mi- 
litary diftinction left, but your 
wants, infirmities, and {cars ? 
Can you then confent to be 
the only fufferers by this revo- 
lution, and, retiring from the 
field, grow old in poverty, 
wretchednefs and contempt? 
Can you confent to wade thro’ 
the vile mire of dependency, 
and owe the miferable remnant 
of that life to charity, which 
has hitherto been {pent in ho- 
nor? If you can---go,---and 
carry with you, the jeft of to- 
ries, and the {corn of whigs,-— 
the ridicule, and, what is 
worfe, the pity of the world. 
Go, ftarve, and be forgotten! 
But if your fpirit fhould re- 
volt at chis--if you have fenfe 
enough to difcover, and fpirit 
enough to oppofe tyranny un- 
der whatever garb it may af- 
fume--whether it be the plain 
coat of 1epublicanifm, or the 
fplendid robe of royalty, if 
you have yet learned to difcri- 
minate between a people and 
a caufe, between men and 
principles---awake--attend to 
your fituation, and redrefs 
yourfelves. If the prefent 
moment be loft, every future 
effort is in vain; and your 
threats, then, will be as empty 
as your intreaties now. 

I would advife you, there- 
fore, to come to fome final 
opinion, upon what you can 
bear, 
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bear, and what you will fuffer. 
If your determination be in 
any proportion to your wrongs, 
carry your appeal from the juf- 
tice to the fears of government. 
Change the milk-and-water 
ftyle of your laft memorial ; 
affumé a bolder tone--decent, 
but lively, fpirited and deter- 
mined, and fufpect the man 
who would advife to more mo- 
deration and longer forbear- 
ance. Let two or three men who 
can feelas wellas write, be 
appointed to draw up your laft 
remonftrance ; for I would no 
longer give it the fueing, foft, 
unfuccefsful epithet of memo- 
rial. Let it be reprefented in 
language that will neither dif- 
honor you by its rudenefs, nor 
betray you by its fears--what 
has been promifed by con- 
erefs, and what has been per- 
formed---how long and how 
patiently you have fuffered, 
how little you have asked, and 
how much of that little has 
been denied. Tell themthat 
though you were the firft, and 
would with to be the laft to en- 
counter dangers---though de- 
{pair itfelf can never drive you 
into difhonor, it may drive 
you from the field ;---that the 
wound often irritated, and ne- 
ver healed, may at length be- 
come incurable ; and that the 
flighteft mark of indignity 
from congrefs now, muft ope- 
rate like the grave, and part 
you for ever ; that in any po- 
litical event, the army has its 
alternative. If peace, thatno- 
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thing fhall feparate them from 
your arms but death: If war, 
that courting the aufpices, 
and inviting the direction of 
your illuftrious leader, you 
will retire to fome unfettled 
country, fmile in your turn, 
and mock when their fear com- 
eth on. Bur let it reprefent 
aifo, that fhould they comply 
with the requeft of your late 
memorial, it would make you 
more happy, and them more 
refpectable. That while the 
war fhould continue, you 
would follow their ftandard in- 
to the field---and when it came 
to an end, you would with- 
draw into the fhade of private 
life, and give the world ano- 
ther fubject of wonder and ap- 
plaufe ; an army victorious 
over its enemies-—victorious 
over itfelf. 

To the Officers of the Army. 

Genticmen, 

T HE author of a late ad- 
drefs, anxious to deferve, tho’ 
he fhould fail to engage your 
efteem; and determined, at 
every rifgue, to unfold your 
duty and difcharge his own, 
would beg leave to folicit the 
further indulgence of a few 
moments’ attention. Aware 
of the coynefs with which his 
laft letter would be received, 
he feels himfelf neither difap- 
pointed nor difpleafed with 
the caution it has met. Ye 
well knew thar it fpoke a lan- 
guage, which, till now, had 
been heard only in whifpers ; 
and that it contained fome 
fen- 
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fentiments which confidence 
itfelf would have — breathed 
with diftruft. But their lives 
have been fhort, and their 
obfervations imperfect indeed, 
who have yet to learn, that 
alarms may be falfe; that the 
beft defigns are fometimes o- 
bliged to affume the worft af- 
pest; and that however fyno- 
himous furprize and difafter 
may be in military phrafe, in 
moraland political meaning, 
they convey ideas.as different 
as they are diftint. 
Sufpicion, deteftable as it 
is in private life, is the loveliest 
trait of political characters. 
It prompts you to enquiry, 
bars the door againft defign, 
and opens every avenue to 
truth. It was the firft to. op- 


pofe a tyrant here, and {till 


ftands centinel over the liber- 
ties of America. With this 
belief, it would ill become me 
to ftifle the voice of the honeft 
guardian ;--a guardian, who, 


authorized by circumftances 


digefted into proof, has herfeli 
given birth to the addrefs you 
have read, and now goes forth 
among you, with a requeft to 
all, that it may be treated fair- 


dy; that it may be confidered 


before it be abufed, ahd con- 
demned before it be tortured ; 
convinced, that in a fearch af- 
ter error, truth will appear--- 
that apathy itfelf will grow 
warm in the purfuit, and tho’ 
it will be the laft to adopt her 
advice, it will be the firft to 
ast upon it. 


The general orders of yef: 
Soe which the weak may 
miftake for difapprobation, 
and the defigning dare repre- 
fentas fuch, wear, in my opi- 
nion, a very different complex- 
ion, and carry with thema very 
oppofite tendency. ‘Tillnow 
the commander in chief has re- 
garded the fteps you have ta- 
ken for redrefs, with - good 
wifhes alone.’ His» oftenfible 
filence has authorifed your 
meetings, and his private opi- 
nion has fan ctified your claims. 
Had he difliked the object in 
view, would not the fame fenfe 
of duty, which forbade you 
from meeting on the third day 
of the week, have ' forbidden 
you ftom meeting on the fe- 
venth? Is not the:fame fub- 
ject held up for your difcuf- 
fion ?. and has it not. paffed 
the feal of office, and taken all 
the folemnity of an ‘order? 
This will give fyftem to your 
proceedings, and ftabitity to 
your refolves. It will ripen 
f{peculation ’ into fact; and 
while itadds to the unanimity, 
it cannot poffibly leffen the 
independency of your fenti- 
ments. It may be neceffary 
to add upon this fubjedt, 
that, from the injunction 
with which the general or- 
ders clofe, every man is at li- 
berty to conclude, that the 
report to be made to» head- 
quarters is intended for con- 
grefs. Hence will arife ano- 
ther motive for that energy 
which has been recommended : 

For, 
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To the good People of America. 


for, can you give the lic to the 
pathetic defcriptions of your 
reprefentations, and the rrore 
zlarming predictions of our 
friends? To fuch as make a 
want of fignature an objection 
to opinion, Ireply, that it mat- 
ters very little who is the au- 
thor of fentiments which grow 
out of your feelings, and apply 
to your wants ; that in this in- 
fiance, diffidence fugeefted 
what experience enjoins: and 
that while I continue to move 
on the high road of argument 
gnd advice, which is open to 
all, I fhall continue to be the 
fole confident of my own fe- 
cret. | But, fhould the time 
come, when it fhall be neceffa- 
ry to depart from this ge- 
neral line, and hold up any 
individual among you as 
an object of the refentment 


. s 
or contempt of the reft, [I 


thus publicly pledge my ho- 
nour asa foldier, and veracity 
asa man, that! will then affume 
a vifible exiftence, and give my 
name to the army with as little 
referve as I now give my opini- 
ons. 
4 > SD SD + <> 


To the good People of Ameri- 


Ca. 


—— really a good fort 
of people ye are, when 
ye are pleafed. The task i: 
not difficult to bring ye into 
good humour, neither; but I 
defy all the artifts upon earth to 
keep you fo. 
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Ye love to find fault---nay> 
to make faults; and, if youcan- 
not quarrel with your neigh- 
bours, you will fall out with 
yourfelves; like the grey- 
hound, who ufed to grow an- 
ery at his own tail. 

You may fay, that Iam guil- 
ty of injuftice; and that ye 
are affable, humane, friendly, 
charitable, focial, fweet-tem~ 
pered, felf-denying beings. If 
every perfon was to draw his 
own picture, the pen-and-ink 
portrait would appear fo; but 
I, who have looked upon life 
for above twenty years, as an 
unconcerned fpectator of all 
the fantafticalnefs with which 
mankind have fatigued them- 
felves--to me ye appear felfifh, 
ftubborn, querulous, concei- 
ted, difcontented exiftences— 
and ever enjoy more than ye 
deferve--yet are daily wifhing 
for more enjoyments, and do 
lefs and lefs to deferve them. 

Epictetus fays mankind are 
diffatisfied ; Seneca fays they 
are difcontented : and this is 
what, both before and fince 
Seneca, every perfon has been 
faying, who could fay any 
thing. 

With your leave, good peo- 
ple, I will prefent you with a 
character ; as it is common for 
thofe who fuppofe themfelves 
to be artifts, to exhibit fpeci- 
mens of their performances, I 
offer this, with fubmiffion ; and 
tell me, if you pleafe, how you 
like it~’Tis a sketch of a fare 
mer. 

Exf 
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« In the harveft feafon, that 
particular month of Provi- 
dence’s bounty, when all the 
animal creation appears chear- 
fully induftrious, and we may 
even fancy approaching win- 
ter to bear a {mile on his wea- 
ther-worn wrinkles, when he 
views the ftore that is gather- 
ing in to comfort him, while 
he vifits us---yet, even then, 
‘congratulate the farmer on the 
noble profpect of his well-co- 
vered acres, he will fhake his 
head, and, between a figh and 
a grunt, anfwer you with--- 
* Ah! but the ftraw is fhort!’ 

If the ftraw is long, then--- 
there is no fubftance in the 
‘grain. 

If there is but an indifferent 
crop, he laments that it will 
not pay the expence of houfing 
and threfhing. 


Ifa plentiful crop, then he” 


prumbles---corn will be fo 
cheap, it will not be worth 
warrying to market. 
he reader, who happens 
mot to be a farmer, will won- 
‘der how this perfon can be fo 
difcontented. Yet itis an e- 
ven bet, that thofe who feem 
to be amazed at fuch grumblers, 
are as diffatisfied themfelves : 
the fymptoms of the diftemper 
may be different, but the dif- 
tafe is the fame in almoft all. 
Half the cure is fuppofed 
to be performed, when the 
phyfician knows the patient’s 
diforder. 
Indeed, my good people, 
acighbours, and choice {pirits, 


To the good People of America. 


I do know, bona fide, that 
you are difordered, and know 
what your diforder is---nay, 
would prefcribe for you, bur 
imagine my medicine will be 
thrown away. 

Suppofe I order you a few 
grains of felf-knowledge, half 
a drachm of patience, anda 
{cruple of felf-denial, mixed 
up with a tea-fpoonful of the 
fyrup of humility---will any 
of you take fuch an electuary? 
Ye might tafte it, indeed, for 
the novelty’s fake 5 bur I will 
bet a handful of integrity, a- 
gainft all court ceremonies, 
that ye fpit it out again. 

Foliy has thrown your heads 
into hyfterics; and I will lay 
opinion againft common fenfe 
(which are the greateft odds 
that can be offered) not one 
man in many dozens knows 
what is the matter with him- 
felf. 

Laft week I called on an old 
acquaintance; his lady told 
me, her fpoufe was difturbed 
and difordered at fomething 
fhe could not tell what; and 
that fhe was happy at my call- 
ing, becaufe the hoped I 
would get him into fpirits 
again. 

I went to him into his ftudy; 
there he fat, difcontented as 
an undone gamefter. I took 
him by the hand, and enquired 
if he was ill. He replied, that, 
thank God, he enjoyed as 
good a ftate of health as any 
man in the world. I defired 
to know if his affairs were any 
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way complicated which might 
Sie him uneafy. His reply 
was: ‘ Sir, Ido not owe any 
perfon a fhilling ; and my in- 
come greatly exceeds my out- 
fers.” * LT hope, fir, no words 
have happened betwixt your 
lady and you?’ * There is 
nota better woman breathing, 
fir, and we live in continued 
harmony.’ ‘ How does your 
daughter, fir?’ ‘ Married, fir, 
as happily asI am,” ‘ Your fon 
at college ?? ‘ My fon, fir, 
contributes to my happinefs ; 
I hear every body praife him.’ 
‘ Whar, then, fir, can you be 
uneafy about?’ ‘See, there, 
fir,’ my friend replied, raifing 
his voice, and at the fame time 
pulling fome printed papers 
out of his pocket : ‘ there, fir, 
read there! there is the Ga- 
zette, and the Journal, and the 

erald, and the Mercury, 
and the Chronicle-—who can 
enjoy himfelf, when he reads 
fuch terrible accounts as they 
give us, not only of the go- 
vernment, but alfo of the 
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Account of a Buyer of Bar- 


gas. 


AM the husband of a buyer 
oi bargains. My wile has 
fomewhere heard, that a good 
houfewife never had any thing 
to purchafe, when it was want- 
ed, This maxim is often in 
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people? Mercy upon us! but 
we area bought-and-fold na- 
tion !’ 

With fome difficulty I per- 
fuaded him to come into come 
pany again, and once more be 

imfelf, and leave the ftudy of 
politics to thofe who love to 
be impofed on. 

I told him (and what I faid 
unto him, I fay unto all) that 
alla man of fenfe ought to do, 
was to conform to the laws of 
God and his country ; to take 
things as they were; ufe them 
as they fhould be; act withas 
much integrity to mankind as 
the cuftoms of the world would 
fuer; and, independent and 
contented, enjoy the pleafures 
of domeftic fociety ; and wait 
with patience for that awful, 
thatall-interefting event, when 
empire breaks his feeptre, and 
beauty ceafes to +. amiable ; 
when faction is diflipated, the 
phantom of pride vanifhed, 
and all wordly diftin¢tion bu. 
ried ina death-bed diffolution, 
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her mouth, and always in her 
head. She is not one of thofe 
philofophical talkers that f{pe- 
culate without practice, and 
learn fentences of wifdom onl 

to repeat them ; fhe never pate 
fes by a fhop where furniture is 
fold, but fhe fpies fomething 
that may be wanted fome time, 
v and 
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and it is impoffible to make her 
pafs the door ot a houfe where 
fhe hears goods felling by auc- 
tion. 

_ Whatever fhe thinks cheap, 
fhe holds it the duty of an ceco- 
nomift to purchafe; in confe- 
quence of this maxim, we are 
incumbered on every fide with 
ufelefs lumber. The fervants 
can fearcely creep to their beds 
through the chefts and boxes 
that furround them. The car- 
_penter is always employed in 
building clofets, fixing cup- 
boards, and faftening fhelves ; 
and my houfe has the appear- 
ance of a fhip ftored for a voy- 
age acrofs the Atlantic, 

I had often obferved that ad- 
vertifements fet her on fire,and 
therefore, pretending to emu- 
late her laudable frugality, I 
forbade the newfpaper to be 
taken any longer; but my pre- 
caution is vain ; I know not by 
what fatality, or by what con- 
federacy, every catalogue of 
genuine furniture comes to her 
hand, every advertifement of a 
warehoufe newly opened, is in 
her pocket-book ; and fhe 
knows, before any of herneigh- 
bours, when the ftock of any 
man, leaving off trade, is to be 
fold cheap for ready money. 

Such intelligence is to my 
dear one, the firen’s fone. No 
engarement, no duty, no inte- 
reft, can with-hold her from a 
fale, from which fhe always re- 
turns congratulating herfelf 
upon her dexterity at a bar- 
gain ; the porter lays down his 
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burden in the hall, the difplays 
her new acquifitions, and 
fpends the reft of the day in 
contriving where they fhall be 
put. 

As fhe cannot bear to have 
any thing incomplete, one pur. 
chafe neceffitates another ; fhe 
has twenty feather-beds more 
than fhe can ufe, and lately 
another fale has fupplied her 
with a proportionable number 
of hr Sto a large roll of li- 
nen for fheets, and five quilts 
for every bed, which fhe 
bought, becaufe the feller told 
her, that, if fhe would clear his 
hands, he would let her have a 
bargain. 

Thus, by hourly encroach- 
ments, my habitation is made 
narrower and narrower ; the di- 
ning-room is fo crouded with 
tables, that dinner fcarcely can 
be ferved ; the parlour is deco- 
rated with fo many piles of chi- 
na, that I dare not come with- 
in the door; at every turn of 
the ftairs, I have a clock, and 
half the windows of the upper 
floors are darkened, that fhelves 
may be fet before them. 

This, however, might be 
borne, if fhe would gratify her 
own inclinations without op- 
pofing mine. But though con- 
trary to my tafte, fhe condemns 
me to live upon falt provifions, 
She knows the lofs of buying 
in {mall quantities: we have 
therefore whole hogs, and 
quarters of oxen; part of our 
meat is tainted before it is eat- 
en, and part is thrown away, 

becaufe 
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becaufe it is fpoiled ; but fhe 
perfifts in her fyftem, and will 
never buy any thing by fingle 
pennyworths. 

The common vice of thofe 
who are ftill grafping at more, 
is ‘to neglect that which they 
already poffefs; but from: this 
failing my wife is free. Itis the 
great care of her Jife that the 
pieces of beef fhould be boiled 


in the order in which they are © 


bought; that every feather-bed 
fhould be lain on in its turn; 
that the carpets fhould be ta- 
ken out of the chefts once a 
month, and brufhed, and the 
rolls of linen opened now and 
then before the fire. She is dai- 
ly enquiting after the beft traps 

or mice ; and keeps the rooms 
always fcented by fumigations, 
to deftroy the moths. Sheem- 
ploys workmen, from time to 
time, to adjuft fix clocks that 
never go, and clean five jacks 
that ruft in the garret; and a 
woman in the next alley, lives 
by fcouring the brafs and pew- 
ter, which, when fcoured, are 
only laid up again to tarnifh. 

She is always imagining fome 
diftant time in which fhe fhall 
ufe whatever fhe accumulates : 
fhe has four looking-glafles, 
which fhe cannot hang up in 
her houfe, but which will be 
handfome in more lofty rooms ; 
and pays rent for the place of a 
vaft copper, in fome warc- 
houfe, becaufe, when we live 
in the country, we fhall brew 
our own beer. 


Of this life I have long been 
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weary, but know not how to 
change it ; all the married men, 
whom I confult, advife me to 
have ‘papas but fome old 
bachelors are of opinion, that, 
fince fhe loves fales fo wel!, fhe 
fhould have a fale of her own 3 
and [ have, I think, refolved to 


open her hoards, and advertife 


an auction. 
096 DS 4s 


To the honourable the Dele- 


gates of the United States in 
Congrefs affembled. 


The petition of the young la- 
dies of Portfmouth, Bofton, 
Newport, New-London, 
Amboy, New-Caftle, Wil- 
liamsburgh, Wilmington, 


Charlefton and Savannah, 


Moft ardently fheweth, 

TT? AT your petitioners pof- 

fefs the qualities of youth, 
health and beauty, in an emi- 
nent degree. 

That notwithftanding thefe 
advantages, they fee with great 
pain but little profpect of get= 
ting good husbands, owing to 
the paffion the pretty fellows 
have of going abroad and mar- 
rying in other countries, there- 
by leaving a great difproporti- 
on between the fexes at home. 

That population is the true 
fource of national wealth and 
power. 

That in all countries, popu- 
lation increafes, in proportion 
as marriages are frequent. 


Thas 
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‘ That without marriage, even 


‘the objet of the Almighty, in 
‘creating them, mutft be defeat- 


ed, and. his firft and great com- 
mand difobeyed. 
That your petitioners have 


been in ormed of the many 


marriages that have taken place 
in New-York, fince your refi- 


‘dence in that city, and that e- 


ven fome of your own mem- 
bers have to their great honour, 
become husbands. 

That delegates in congrefs 
ought to be all bachelors, and 
a new election ordered in con- 
fequence of marriage, domettic 
duty being a good excufe from 


“public fervice. 


That with due deference to 
their New-York fifters, they 
cannot allow them any juft pre- 
ference in the requifite quali- 
ties to make the married ftate 
happy. 

‘That as the firft motive for 
appointing a congrefs was, to 
promote the welfare of huma- 
nity, they prefume the daugh- 
ters, as well as the fons of Ame- 
rica, have an equal righttoa 
participation of the bleflings a- 
rifing therefrom. 

That for thefe reafons, your 
petitioners earneftly requeft 
you would annually remove 
the feat of federal covernment 
into the metropolis of each 


‘ftate, in due rotation; leaving 


Maryland, Pennfylvania and 
New-York the three laft upon 
the lift, you having already re- 
fided in each of their canitals. 
That if your petitioners’ re- 


queft be granted, they hope, 
from the number of foreigners 
and. other fine fellows, who 
keep themfelves in the funthine 
of preferment, as well as from 
your own body, to have at leaft 
a chance of bringing their ac~ 
complifhments and good gua- 
lities. into their deflined ufe, 
and of thereby improving as 
well as augmenting fociety. 

And your petitioners, as by 
inclination prompted, {hall e- 
ver with, &c. &c. &c. 
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Account of a Swifs Captain. 


A Certain, Swifs captain 
of grenadiers, whofe 
company had‘ been cafhiered, 
was determined, fince Mars had 
no more employment for him, 
to try if he could not procure a 
commiffion in the corps of Ve- 
nus; or, in other words, if he 
could not get a wife: and as 
he had _ no fortune of his own, 
he reafoned, and reafoned very 
juftly, it was guite neceffary 
his intended fhould have 
enough for them both. The 
captain was one of thofe kind 
of heroes to whom the epithet 
of becioring blade might rea- 
dily be applied: he was. near 
fix feet high, wore. a long 
fword, and herce-cocked hat; 
add to which, he was allowed 
to have had the moft martial 
pair of whiskers of any grena- 
dier in the company to which 
he belonged. To curl thefe 

whiskers, 
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whiskers, to comb and twift 
them round his fore-finger and 
to admige them in the glafs, 
formed the chief occupation 
and delight of his life. Aman 
of thefe accomplifhments, with 
the addition of bronze and rho- 
domontade,. of which, he hada 
fuperfluity, ftands atall times, 
and in, all countries, a good 
chance with the ladies, as the 
experience of I know not how 
many thoufand years has con- 
firmed. 

Accordingly, after a little 
diligent attention and artful 
enquiry, a young lady was 
feud, vind ene. as 
we may well fuppofe a perfon 
with his views would.be glad 
to find. She was tolerably 


handfome, not more than three 
and twenty, witha good for- 


tune; and, what was.the bett 
part of the ftory, this fortune 
was entirely at her own difpo- 
fal. 

Our captain, who thought 
now of never was the time, 
having firft found means to in- 
troduce himfelf as a fuitor, was 
inceffant in his endeavours to 
carry his caufe. His tongue 
was eternally running in praife 
of her fuper-fuperlative, never- 
to-be-defcribed charms; and 
in hyperbolical accounts of 
the flames, darts, and dag- 
gers, by which his lungs, li- 
ver, and midriff, were burnt 
up, transfixed, and gnawed 
away. He who, in writing’a 
fong to his fweetheart, deferi- 
bed his heart to be without 
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one drop of gravy, like an over- 
done mutton-chop, was a fool 
at a fimile when compared to 
our hero. 

One day, ashe was ranting 
kneeling, and befeeching his 
goddefs to fend him of aner- 
rand to pluck the diamond 
from the nofe of the great mo- 
gul, and prefent it to her divie 
nityfhip, or fuffer him to ftep 
and fteal the emprefs of Chi- 
na’s enchanted flipper, or the 


‘queen of Sheba’s cockatoo, 


as a {mall teftimony of what he 
would undertake to prove his 
love; fhe, after a little hefita- 
tion, addreffed him thus: 

‘ The proteftations which 
youdaily make, captain, as 
as well as what you fay at 
prefent, convince me there is 
nothing you would not do to 
oblige me: I therefore do 
not find much difficulty in 
telling you I am_ willing to 
be yours, if you will perform 
one thing which I thall re- 
queft of you.’ 

‘ Tell me, immaculate an- 
‘ gel,’ cried our fon of gun- 
powder : * tell me what it is ; 
‘though, before you fpeak, 
* be certain it is already done, 
‘ Is it to find the feal of Solo- 
“mon ? to catch the phoenix ? 
‘or draw your chariot~ to 
* church with unicorns ? what 
‘is the impoffible act I will 
‘ not undertake ?’ 

‘ No, captain,” replied the 
fair one: ‘J flicil enjoin no- 
‘thing impoflible. The thing 
‘I defire, you can do with the 

utmoft 
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* utmoft eafe. It will not coft 
“you five minutes’ trouble. 
Yer, were it not for your fo 
‘ pofitive affurances, I fhould; 
* from what I have obferved, 
*almoft doubt of your com- 
‘ pliance.’ 

‘Ah, madam!’ returned he, 
“wrong not your flave thus; 
“deem it impofible, chat 
‘he who eats happinefs, and 
‘ drinks immortal life from the 
* light of your eyes, can ever 
* demur the thoufandth part of 
* a femi-fecond to execute your 
*emniporent behefts: fpeak! 


“fay! what, emprefs of my 


‘ parched entrails, what muft I 
‘ perform ?” 

‘ Nay, for that matter, ’tisa 
“mere trifle; only to cut off 
* your whiskers, captain ; that’s 
all.’ 

‘ Madam!--(Be fo kind, rea- 
der, as to imagine the captain’s 
utter aftonifhment) * My whif- 
‘ kers!--cut off my whiskers !— 
“excufe me !--cut off my whif- 
‘ kers !---madam !=--any thing 
“elfe---any thing that mind 
“can, or cannot imagine, or 
‘ tongue defcribe. Bid me fetch 


“* you Prefter John’s ‘beard, a 
‘6 hair at atime, and it’s done. 


But, for my whiskers, you 
¢ muft grant me a falvo there.’ 

‘ Andwhy fo, good captain? 
‘ Surely any gentleman who 
* had but the tythe of the paf- 
‘ fion you exprefs, would not 

fl epon fuch a trifle?’ 

‘ A trifle, madam !--my whif- 
* kersa trifle! no, madam, no-— 
“my whiskers are no tifle. 


* Had I buta fingle regiment of 
* fellows whiskered like me, | 
‘ myfelf would be tite grand 
* Turk of Conftantinople. My 
‘ whiskers, madam, are the laft . 
“ thing I fhould have fuppofed 
* you would have withed me to 
‘ facrifice. Thete is not a wo- 
“man, married or fingle, maid, 
‘ wife, or widow, that does not 
‘ admire my whiskers.” 

* May be fo, fir; but if you 
“marry me; you muft cut them 
* off.’ 

‘ And is there no other way ? 
* Muft I never hope to be hap- 
“py with you unlefs I part with 
‘my whiskers? 

* Never.’ 

‘Why then, madam, fate- 
‘well: I would not part wicha 
‘ fingle hair of'my whiskers if 
‘Catherine the czarina, em- 
“prefs of all the Ruffias, would 
“make me king of the Cal- 
“mucs; and fo good morning 
* to you.’ 

Had all the voung ladies 
in like circumftances, equal 
penetration, they might ge- 
nerally rid themfelves, with 
equal eafe, of the inrerefted 
and unprincipled’ coxcombs 
by ‘whom they are peftered : 
they all have their whiskers ; 
and feek for fortunes, to be able 
to cultivate, not cut them off. 


£4 PHD 


Effay_on the Virtues and 
Efficacy of Hemp. 
Te fage phyfician, doc- 

tor John Hill, fpeakin 
of his tingtures, balfams, of 
fences, 
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fences, &c. boafts not of in- 
vention, but only bringin 
them into ufe. I, alfo ae 
make ufe of the doctor’s mode, 
for who is a ftranger to the vir- 
tues of hemp? I can only re- 
commend it. It is a fpecific in 
moft diforders where phyfic 
may be neceflary, andin many 
where the whole materia me- 
dica would be of no fervice. 
What medicine is equal to 
hemp applied to the fhoulders, 
for the cure of petty larceny ? 
The army found the good ef- 
feéts of it in the cure of de- 
fertion and misbehaviour. It 
has this valuable and falutary 

uality, that it is not only of 
ervice to thofe who take it, 
but operates very ftrongly on 
the by-ftanders. Its virtues are 
unequalled in cafes of idle- 
nefs, as the many patients dif- 
charged cured from the hofpi- 
tal of the work-houfe can tef- 
tify. Its being difagreeable to 
take, and in its operation, may 
very well be mentioned among 
its virtues: for, as it is gene- 
rally given in cafes of indo- 
lence, idlenefs, lewdnefs, de- 
bauchery, and drunkennefs, 
it has been often known to 
prevent fuch diforders, from 
the bare reflection of its being 
prefcribed for their cure: and 
whatever fome may pretend, I 
am of opinion, that if properly 
applied, and by an able hand, 
it would be fully as efficacious 
as a fiddle in the bite of a ta- 
rantula. 


Sloth and flovenlinefs are 


faid to be very often the caufe 
of the fcurvy, and exercife in 
a great meafure to relieve it. 
Well then may this medicine 
be faid to be a cure for the 
f{curvy, nothing being fo great 
a promoter of motion as hemp, 
when given in the form of a 
cat o’nine tails. 

W hen worn as a neck-lace, 
it cures that predominant paf- 
fion, curiofity ; nor need a 
patient ever tear a return, as 


‘many a {py has experienced. It 


is a fovereign remedy in trea- 
fon. Some people, indeed, 
may fpeak of the axe, but 
where that has cured one, this 
has cured a hundred. 

It is acknowledged by the 
followers of the new philofo- 
phy, that what is commonly 
called fympathy and antipa- 
thy is nothing elfe but a natu- 
ral tendency and inclination, 
abhorrence and averfion to the 
proportion and difproportion 
between the atoms and pores 
of fuch bodies as at a diftance 
mutually act and re-act upon 
each other; as in the cafe of 
ofcitancy, when one perfon 
has extended or dilated his 
jaws, he has fet the whole com- 
pany into the fame pofture ; 
for the fubtile effuvie of him 
who yawned firft, impercepti- 
bly convey themfelves into 
the nervous membrane of the 
oefophagus, which fwells and 
caufes an irritation in others ; 
and by dilating of it, oblige 
the mouth to anfwer the mo- 
tion of the nervous fibres, 

It 
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it being lined with the fame 
membrane. By the tranfition of 
thefe eMuvie, Ihave known 
a citcommencea poet, and his 
biain has been agitated and 
difturbed owt from the ver- 
fes that he has fucked from the 
mouth of a player. Upon thefe 
principles, we may conclude, 
that hemp, though in the flow- 
er, and ata diftance, may ope- 
rate by ventilation, and caufe 
atwitching and irritation upon 
a neck it defigns more clofely 
to encircle. Nay, I have often 
heard that thefe efluviz have 
had fuch an effect upon the 
brain of fome people, that 
whenever thev have paffed by 
a hemp fhop, they were always 
taken with an immoderate 
{neezing. ‘ 

The naturalifs te'l us, there 
are two forts of this produce, 
which is wet in the fecond, and 
dry in the firft degree, and that 
the one is not near fo fatally 
influential upon human bodies 
as the other. If the atoms act 
upon a body from the white 
hemp, they caufe only an irk- 
fomenefs in the fpine, and 
betoken a workhoufe or a 
bridewell, a whip, or a cato’ 
nine tales; if they operate up- 
on the wrifts, the hath are 
feized with a dead palfy, and 
their motion fufpended for 
fome time. But if the atoms e- 
mit from that of the more din- 
gy complexion, they threaten 
the thrachea, or the windpipe, 
and are utter enemies to refpi- 
ration and vocal mufic, and 


hinder fwallowing, which the 
anatomifts call a voluntary mo- 
tion.. Let this plant pafs thro’ 
ever fo many modifications, it 
ftill retaints its efficacious pow- 
er; but when it is cwilted and 
turned toa necklace, its action 
is more violent than when ir 
was diffufive, and the twitch- 
ings on the jugulars are ftron- 
ger, for the peftilential efluvie 
being forced out by contrac- 
tion, they more violently in- 
corporate the collum and caufe 
a fuffocation. If they act upon 
the herd, they caufe a,diforder 
in the brain, a dimnefs im the 
eyes, a diftortion of the mouth, 
a lividnefs in the face, anda 
blacknefs in the neck; and if 
they operate at the fame time 
upon the lobe of the left ear, it 
it is certain death, and death 
is the infallible cure of all dif- 
tempers. 

This admirable necklace 
cures all difeafes, external and 
internal. It is an infallible re- 
medy for the cough. It cures 
the quinfey, relieves the 
fpleen, carries off all aches 
and rheumatic pains, and rec- 
tifies all fecret injuries, broken 
conftitutions, and ill habits 
of body. In fine, it is a fove- 
reign remedy againft all dif- 
orders, but the diabetes. It 
cures all chronic difeafes, as 
love, melancholy, vapours, 
&c. It cures lying, prevarica- 
tion, &c. by being externally 
appended : and no fpecifie that 
ever yet appeared, can vie with 
the excellence of HEMP. 
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an Epic Poem: 


By the late Governor Trumbuil. 


Peek ot 7 eae ae 
Fortius et melius magnas plerumque fe- 
cat res. 


CANTO FIRST. 


THE TOWN-MEETING,A.M. 


WZTHEN Yankees, 
W rule, 
Firft put the Britiih troops to {chool ; 
In rut ed chem in warlite trad 

And new maneuvres of parade ; 


? . To 
ace Tees, 


sxill’d in martial 


The true war-dance of Yan 
And MANUAL FXERCISE Of heels 5 
Made them give up, | ike faints se go 
The arm of feth, sil crutt the fe 

And work, like chriftizns undifer 
$:lvation o ut by l trembling 3 
Taught Perey f athi jomnay yle races, 

And : nodern modes of chevy-chaces : 
From Bofion, in his beft array, 

Great {quire M‘Finga! took his wit, 

And, erac "dw ith enti: mS of enow" 
Steer ‘d homeward to his native town. 

His high defcent our heralds trace 
To * Offian’s fam’d Fingalian race : 

For tho’ their name fome part may lack, 
Old Fingal {pete ic with a Mac: 20 
Which great M‘Phe:fon, wit Fh fabn miflion, 
We hope will add, the next edition. 

His Fathers flourith’d in the highlands 
Of Scotia’s fog- peasy ediflands: fright, 
Whence gain rd que e two gifts by 
Reb:llion ‘and the fe cond-fighr. 26 
Of the fe, the firft, in ancient days, 

Had gain’d the nobleft palms of praife 

*Gainit kings ftood forth, and many a 
crown’ d-head 

With terror of its might confounded: 30 

Till rofe a king with potent charm 

His foes by eoodnefs to difarm, 

Whom ev ry r§cot and Jacobite 

Strait fell in love wich, ar firit fight ; 

Whofe gracious fpeech, with aid of pen- 
fions, 35 

Huth'd down all murmurs of diffenfions, 


, 


* See Fingal, an ancient epic poem, 
publithed as the work of Offian, a Cale- 
donian bard, of the third century, byJames 
M‘Pheifon, a Scotch minifferial {cribbler. 
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And with the found of porent metal, 

Bro’c all their bluft’ ring fwarms to fettle 5 
Who rain’d his minifterial mannahs, 

Tili loud Sedition fung hofannahs : 40 
The goo Mlords-bithoy ps and the wats 

U vit edin the public work : 

Rebellion, Fror n the aes rm regions, 
With Bure and Mansfeld, fwore alle- 


to raze, as nuifance, 45 
and tare the conititutions 3 
S-en Ipire, on whole ruins 
t toed: fy the 
y* nercan wil 
ear the provinces to pieces. 50 
For thefe ourtquire, among the valiant’! 
Empioy'd his time, onl tovis, and talents; 
And in theircar ith manly 
‘d his i ft virtue, rorebel 5 
ound this new rebellion pleafing 55 
sid kin; g-deitroying treafon. 
t id his optic fleivht, 
cottith 2ift of fecond fight. 
rcient fy bil. fam’d in rhyme, 
Saw deeper in the womb of time: 
~ block in old Dodona’s grove, 
‘ould ever more orac herd. eee ‘oye. 
ee only faw he all that w: 
But much that never came to ib 
Whereby all prophets far outwent ee, 
Tho’ former days produc’da plenty : 
For any man, with half an eve, 
W har ftands before him, may etpy : 
But optics fharp it needs, I ween, 
To fee what is not to be feen. 
As in the days of ancient fame, 
Prophets and poets were the fame ; 
And all the praife that poets vain, 
Is but for what they "nvent and feicn : : 
So gain d our {quire his fame by feeing 75 
Suc hthings as never would have being. 
Whence he for oracles was grown 
The very tripod + of the town. 
Gazettes no fooner rofe a hie in, 
Bat ftrait he feil to prophecyine ; Sa 
Made dreadful flau; shter in his courte, 
O’erthrew prov incials, foot and horfe ; 


innew ones; 
‘ > 
Fae ph 
ive th’ 
a 
feria L 


—_ 


zeal, 


~lefs ava 


+ The tripod was a facred 
ftool, from which the ancien 
tered their oracles. 





354 M‘Fingal: an Epic Poem. 


Brought armies o'er by fudden preffings 
Of Hanoverians, Swifs, and Meffians ; 
Feafted withblood his Scottifhclan, 85 
And hang’d all rebels to a man; 

Divided their eftates and pelf, 

And-téok a goodly thare himfelf. 

All this with {pirit energetic, 

He did by fecond-fight prophetic. 

Thus ftor’d with intelle&ual riches, 
Skill’d was our {quire in making fpeeches, 
Where ftrength of brains waleal centers 
With ftrehgthof lungs furpafling Scentor’s. 
But asfome mufquets focontrive it, 95 
As oft to mifs the mark they drive at, 
And though well aim’d at duck or plover, 
Bear wide and kick their owners over : 

So far'd our fquire, whofe reas’ ning toil 
Would often on himfelf recoil, 100 
And fo much injur’d more his fide, 

The ftvonger arg’ ments he apply’d : 

As old war-elephants difmay’d, 

Trodz down the troops they came to aid, 
And hurt their own fide more in battle, 
Than lefs and ordinary cattle. 106 
Yet at town-meetings, ev ry chief 
Pinn’d faith on great M*Fingal’s fleeve, 
And as he motion’d, all by rote 

Rais’d fympathetic hands to vore. 110 

The town, our hero’s fcene of ation, 
Had long been torne by feuds of tation, 
And as each party’s ftrength prevails, 

Te turns up diff’rent, heads or tails ; 

With conttant rattling in a trice, 115 

Shew’'d various fides as oft as dice : 

As that fam’d weaver, wife ¢’ Ulyffes, 

By night each day’s work pick’d in pieces, 

And though the ftoutly did beftir her, 

Its finishing was ne’er the nearer: 120 

$o did this town, with ftedfaft zeal, 

Weavecob-webs for the public weal, 

Which, when completed, or before, 

A fecond vote in pieces tore. 

They met, made houbes full long-winded, 

Refolv’d, proteited, and refcinded, 126 

Addreffes fign’d, then chofe committees, 

To ftop all drinking of bohea-teas 5 

W ith winds of doGrine veer’d about, 

And turn’d all whig-committees out. 130 

Meanwhile our hero, as their head, 

In pomp the tory faétion led, 

Still following as the {quire fhould pleafe, 

Succeflive on, like files of yeefe. [ing 
And now the town was me mon’d greet- 


To grand parading of town-meeting 5 136 
A thow, that ftrangers might appal, 

As Rome’s grave fenate did the Gaul. 
High o’er the rout, on — ftairs, 


Like den of thieves in houfe of pray’ rs, 
(That houfe, whkh loth a rule to brezk, 
Serv’d heav’n but one day in the week 5 
Open the reft for all fupplics 

Of news, and politics, and lies) 


Stood forth the conftable, and bore ~ 14 
His ftaff, like Mere’ ry’s wand of yore, 
Wav'd potent round, the peace to keep, 
As that laid dead men’s fouls to fleep. 
Above, .and near th’ hermetic fiaff, 
The moderator’s upper half, 

In grandeur o’er the cufhion bow'd, 
Like fol half-feen behind a cloud. 
Beneath ftood voters of al! colours, 
Whigs, tories, orators, and bawlers, 
With ev’ry tongue in either faction, 155 
Prepar’d, like minute-men, for adtion ; 
Where truth and falthood, wrong and right, 
Drew all their legions out to fight : 

W ith equal uproar fcarecly rave 

Oppofing winds in Zolus’ cave: 160 
Such dialogues with earneft face, 

Held never Ralaam with his afs. 

With daring zeal and courage bleft, 
Honorius firft the crowd addrets’d ; 
When now our fquire, returning late, 165 
Arriv’d to aid the grand debate, 

With ftranze fpur taces fat him down, 
While thus the orator went ort : 

. ** For ages bleft, thus Britain rofe, 
The terror of encircling foes : 170 
Her heroes rul’d the bloody plain ; 
Her conqu' ring ftandard aw dthe main: 
The diff’ rent palms her triumphs grace, 
Cf arms in war, of arts in peace: 
Unharrafs’d by maternal care, 175 
Each rifing provirce flourith’d fair 5 
Whofe various wealth, with lib’ral hand, 
By far o’erpaid the parent land. 
But tho’ fo bright her fun might thine, 
"Twas quickiy hafting to decline, 180 
With feeble rays, too weak ¢’ afluage 
The damps that chill the eve of ape: 
For ftates, like men, are doom’d as well, 
Th’ infirmities of age to feel ; 184 
And from their diff’ rent forms of empire, 
Are feiz’d with ev'ry deep diftemper. 
Some ftates high fevers have made head in, 
Which nought can cure but copious biced- 

ing 5 
While others have grown dull and dozy, 
Cr fix’d in helplefs idiocy ; ; 
Or turn’d demoniacs, to belabour 
Each peaceful habitant and neighbour ; 
Or, vex'd with hypocondriac fits, [ wits. 
Have broke their ftrength, and loft their 

Thus now, while hoary years prevail, 
Good mother Britain feem’d to Pil : 196 
Her back bent, crippled with the weight 
Ot age, and debts, and cares of ftate: 

For debts the ow’d, and thote fo large, 
As twice her wealth could not difcharge ; 
And now ‘twas thought, fo high they'd 
grown, 20f 
She'd break, and come upon the town 3 
Her arms, of nations once the dread, 
She fcarce could litt above her head 5 
Het 
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M‘ Fingal: 
Her deafen'd ears ("twas all their hope) 
The final trump perhaps might ope, 206 
So long they'd been in ftupid mood, 
Shut to the hearing of all good ; 
Grim death hid put her in his fcroll, 
Down on the execution roll : 
And Gallic crows, as th: grew weaker, 
Began to whet their beaks to pick her. 
And now her pow’ rs decaving fait, 
Her grand climaé'’ ric had the pat, 
And, juft like all old women elfe, 
Fell in the vapours much by fpells. 
Strange whimfies on her tancy ftruck, 
And gave her brain a difmal thock ; 
Her mem’ ry fails, her judgment ends 5 
She quite forgot her neareftfriends, 220 
Loft a!! her former fenfe and knowledge, 
And fitted faft for Beth’ lem college: 
Of all the pow’rs the once retain’d, 
Conceit and pride alone remain’d. 
As Eve, when Falling, was fo modeft 225 
To fancy th: thould grow a goddefs 5 
As madmen, ftraw who long have flept on, 
Will ftile them Jupiter or Neptune : 
So Britain,.’ midit her airs fo flighty, 
Now took a whim to bealmighty ; 230 
Urg'd on to defp'rat2 heights of frenzy, 
Afiim’d her own omnipotency 3; 
Would rather ruin all her race, 
Than bate fupremacy an ace ; 
Affun'd aJl rights divine, as grown = 235 
The church’s head, like good pope Joan ; 
Swore ali the world fhould bow and skip 
To her almighty goodyihip 5 
Anath’ matiz’deach unbeliever, 
And vow'd to live and rule for ever. 
Her fervants humour'd ev’ry whim, 
And own’d at once her pow’r fupreme, 
Her follies pleas’d in all their ftages, 
For fake of legacies and wages 5 
In Stephen's chapel *, then in ftate too 
Set up her golden calf to pray to, 
Proclaim’d its pow’r and right divine, 
And call’d for worthip at its thrine, 
And for poor heretics to burn us, 
Bade North prepare his fiery furnace ; 
Struck bargains withthe Romith churches 
Infallibility to purchafe ; 
S:t wide for popery the door, 
Made friends with Babel’s fcarlet whore ; 
Join’d both the matrons firm in clan, 
No fifters made a better fpan. 
No wonder, then, ere this was over, 
That the thould make her children fuffer. 
She firit, without pretence of reaton, 
Claim’d right whate’er we had tofeizeon; 
And withderermin’d refolution, 261 
To put her claims in execution, 
Sent fire and fword, and call’d it len’ty, 
Starv'd us, and chriften’d it, human’ ty.--- 
For the, her cafe growndefperater, 265 
Miltook the plaineft things in nature 5 
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256 


* The British parliament-houfe. 
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Had loft all ufe of eyes or wits; 
Took flav’ ry for the billof rights ; 
Trembled at whigs and deem’d them foes, 
And {topp'd at loyalty her nofe ; 270 
Scil’d her own children, brats and caitiffs, 
And knew us not from th’ Indian natives. 
Whattho’ with fupplicating pray'r 
We bege’d our lives and goods the’dfpare ; 
Not vainer yows, with fillier callt, 375 
Elijah’s prophets rais’d to Baal ; 
A worthipp’d ftock, of god or zoddefs, 
Had better heard and underftood us. 
So once Egyptians at the Nile 
Ador’d their guardian crocodile, 280 
Who heard them firft with kindeft ear, 
And atethem to reward their pray’rs 
And could he talk, as kings can do, 
Had made as gracious {peeches tuo. [ing, 
Thus {pire of pray’ rs, hes fchemes purfu- 
She ftill went on to work our ruin; 286 
Annuli’d ourcharters of releafes, 
And tore our title-deeds in picces 5 
Then fien’d her warrants of cyetion, 
Andgallows rais’d to ftretch our necks on : 
Andon thefe errands fent in rage, 2gt 
Her bailiff, and her hangman, Gage 5 
And at his heels, like dogs te bait us, 
Difpatch’d her poffe comitatus. 
No ftate c’er chofe a ficter perfon, 295 
To carry fuch a filly farce on. 
As heathen gods in ancient days 
Receiv’d at fecond-hand their praife, 
Stood imag’ d forth in ftones and ftocks, 
And deified in barber's blocks ; 300 
So Gage was chofe to reprefent 
Th’ omnipotence of parliament. 
And as old heroes gain’d, by thifts, 
From gods, as poets tell, their gifts ; 
Our gen’ral, as his adions thow, 
Gain'd like affiftance from below, 
Ry Satan grac’d with full fupplies, 
From all his magazine of lies. 
Yet could his practice ne’er impart 
The wit to cell a lie with art. 
Thofe lies alone are formidable, 
Where artful t.uth is mixt with fable ; 
But Gage has bungled oft fo vilely 
No foul would credit lies fo filly, 
OQutwent all faith and ftretch’d beyond 315 
Credulity’s extremeitt end. 
W hence plain it feems (tho’ Satan once 
O'erlook'd with fcorn each brainlefs dunce, 
And blund’ ring brutes in Eden fhunning, 
Chofe out the ferpent for his cunning) 320 
Of late he is not half fo nice, 
Nor picks afliftants, ’caufe they're wife. 
For had he ftood upon perfection, 
His prefent friends had loft th’ election, 
Andfar'd as hard intiis proceeding, 325 
As owls and affes did in Eden. 
Yet fools are often dang’ rous en’ mies, 
As meancft reptiles are molt ven’ mous ; 
Nos 
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356 
Nor e’er could Gage by craft and prowefs 
Have dorea whit more mifchict tous: 330 
Since he began th’ unnatural war, 

The work his mafters fent him for. 

And are there in this freeborp land, 
Among ourfelves a venal band, 

A daftard race, who'long have fold 235 
Their fouls and confciences for gold---- 
Who with to ftab their country's vitals, 
If chey might heir furviving titles--- 
With joy behold our mifchiefs brewing, 
Infult and triumph in our ruin? 340 
Priefts who, if Satan thould fic down 

To make a bible of his own, 

Would gladly, for the i2ke of mitres, 
Turn his infpir’d and facred writers , 
Lawyers who, thould he with to prove 
His title ¢’ his old feat above, 345 
Would, if his caufe he'd zive’em fees in, 
Bring writs of ¢* entry fur difeifin,” 
Plead for him boldly at the feflion, 
And hope to put him in poffefiion , 
Merchants who, for his timely aid, 
Would make him partners in their trade, 
Hang out their figns in goodly ihow, 
Infcrib’d with ** Belzebub and Co.” 

And judges, who would lift his pages, 

For proper liveries and wages 5 356 
And who as humbly cringe and bow 
Toallhis mortalfervants now?  [tures, 
There are: and thame with pointing gef- 
Marks out th’addreffers and protefters 5 
Whom, foll’ wing down the ftream of tace, 
Contempts ineffable await, 302 
And public infamy forlorn, 

Dread hate, and everlafting fcorn.”” 

As thus he fpake, our fquire M‘Fingal 
Gave to his partizans a fignal : 366 
Not .uicker roll’d the waves to land, 
When Mofes wav'd his potent wand, 

Nor with more uproar than the tories 

Set up a gen’ra! rout in chorus 5 

Laugh’d, hifs’d, hemim’d, murmur’d, 
groan’d, and jeer'd. 371 

Honorius now could fcarce be heard. 

Our mute, amid th’ increafing roar, 

Could not diftinguith one word more, 

Tho’ fhe fat by, in firm record, 375 

To take in short-hand ev'ry word 5 

As ancient mufes wont, to whom 

Old bards for depofitions come : 

Who mutt have writ em : for how elfe 

Could they each fpeech verbatim tell’s ? 

And tho’ fome readers of romances 381 

Are apt to ftrain their tortur’d fancies, 

And doubt, when lovers all alone 

Their fad foliloquies do yvioan, 

Grieve many a page with no onenear’em, 

And nought but rocks & groves to hear’em, 

W hat fprite infernal could have tattled, 

Andtold the authors all they prattled ; 
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Whence fome weak minds have made ob" 
jection 389 

That what they feriibled mult be fidion ; 

“Tis falfe: tor while the lovers fpoke, 

The mafe was by wich table book, 

And left fome blunder might enfue, 

Echo flood clerk, and kept the cue. 94 

And tho’ the fpeech ben’t worth a groat, 

As utual, ’tisn’t the author's fanle, 

Bur eiror merely of the prater, {ters 

Who thould have talk’d tothe purpofe bet- 

Which full excufe, my critic brothers, 

May help me our, as well as others 3 

And "tis defign’d, tho’ here it lurk, 

To ferve as preface to this work. 

So let it be---for now our {quire 

No longer could contain his ire 3 


400 


And rifing ’midft applauding tories, 


405 
Thus vented wrath t pon Honoiius. 


[ ftutt 


Quoth he, *¢°Tis wondrous what ftrange 
Your whig's heads are compounded of 5 

+ eee: > pulk: 
Waich force of logic cannot pierce, 


Nor fyllogiltic caite and tierce, 

Nor weight of {evipture or of ceafon 
Sutftice to make the leail impreffion. 

Not heeding what ye rais’d conteft on, 
Ye P ite, and beg or fleal the queftion ; 
And when your boafted arguings fail, 415 
Strait leave all veas’ ning off, to rail. 

Have not our high-church clergy made it 
Appear trom feriptures which ye credit, 
That right divine frm heav’n waslent 
To kings, that is the p2rliament, 
Their {ubjccts to opprefs and teaze, 
And feive che devil when they pleafe? 
Did they not write and pray and preach, 
And torture all the parts of {peech, 
About rebellion make a pother, 

From one end of the land to th’ other ? 
And yet gain’d fewer pros’ lyte whigs, 
Than old *St. Anth ny ’mongft the pigs; 
And chang’d not half fo many vicious 

As Auftin, when he preach’d to fithes 5 430 
Who throng’d to hear, the legend tells, 
Were edified, and wag'd their tails: 

But f{carce you'd prove it, if you tried, 
That c’er one whig was edified. 

Have ye not heard from f¢ parfon Walter 
Much dire prefage of manya halter? 436 
What wornings had ye of your duty 

From our old rev’rerd {Sam. Auchmuty? 
From pricits of all degrees and metres, 
To our fag-end man Parton Peters ? 

Have not our Cooper andourSeabury 441 
Sung hymns, like Barak and o d Deborah; 
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* The fovics of Sr. Anthony and his pig, 
nd 3t. Auftin’s preaching to fishes, are 
well known. 
t High-Church clergymen, one at Bof- 
ton, and the other at New-York. 
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Prov'd all intrigues to fet you free 
Rebellion ¢ saint ** the pow’ rs that be; 
Brought over many 2fcripture text 445 
Yhat us’dto wink at rcbei feats, 
Coax’d wayw ard ones to favour regents 5 
OF pars aphr: as dthem t o obedience 5 
Prov'd ev'ry king, ev'n thofe conteft 
Horns of th’ apocalyptic beaft, 450 
And { prouting from its noddles | fev" ny 
Ordain’d, as bithops arc, by heav'n3 

(For reafons fim’ lar, as we're told 

2 hat Tophet was ordain’d of old) 

sy this lav-ordination v:.lid 455 
: scomes alifanétificdand hallow’d, 
Takes patentout when heay’n has fign’d it, 
Aad farts up dtvait, the Lord’s anor inced ! 
Like extreme unétion chat can cleanfe 
Each penitent from de ad! ly fins, 460 
Make them run glib, whea oil’d by prictt, 
"The heav’nly road like wheels new greas’d, 
Serve them, like thoeball, for defences 
*Gainft wear and tear of confciences : 

So kiny’s anointment cleans betimes, 465 
Like fuller’s earth, all {pots of crimes, 
For future knav’ries gives commiflions, 
Like bigots finning under licence. 

For heav'n ordain'd the origit Ny 469 
Divines declare, of pain and fin ; [us, 
Prove fuch great good they both have done 
Kind mercy ‘twas they came upon us : 
For without pain, and fin, and folly, 

Man ne’er were bleft t, or wile, or ho! V3 
And we thouid thank the Lord * tis (0 
As authors grave wrote long ago. 476 

Now heav’n its ifives never brings, 

W ithout the means, and thefe are kings ; 
And he who blames when they announce 

ills, 479 

Would countera& th’ eternal counfels. 

As when the Jews, a murm’ring race, 

By conftant grumblings fell from grace, 
Heav’n ta ihe them firit to know their 

diftance, 

By famine, flav’ry, and Philiitines: 484 
When thefe could no repentance bring, 

In wrath it fent them laft a king : 

So nineteen, ‘tis believ’d, in twenty 

OF modern kings for plagues are fent you 5 
Nor can your cav illere pretend, 

sut that they anfwer well theirend. 490 
’Tis yours to yivld to their command, 

As rods in providence’s hand 5 

And if it means to fend you pain, 

You turn your nofes up In vain 5 

Youronly way ‘sinpeaceto bearit, 495 

And maken onlin a merit. 

‘aes fure perdition mult await 

The man who rifes ’gainft the ftate, 

Who meets at once the damning fentence, 
Without one loophole tor repentance ; 


¥ See the modern metaphy ical divinity. 


“From cards, and barbers, 


F’en tho’ he gait the royal fee, 
And rank among “* the pow’rs that be.” 
For hell is theirs, the fcrip ture fhews, 
Whoe’ er ** the pow’rs that be” orpote. 
And ail thofe pow'1s (Tm cleat that tis fo) 
Are damn’d tor ever, ex officio. 5° 2$ 

Thus far ourclergy: buy ‘tis true, 
We lack’d not © uthly *: s’ners too. 
HadJ the post” s brazen lungs *, 
As found-board to his nite tuncucs, 
Lcoulde not helf the feribblers multet 
That fwarm’d round Rivington in clufter 5 
Affemblies, cour «!men, fortooth 3 
Bruth, Cooper, W ukins, Chandler, Booth. 
Yet alltheir arguments and fapence, st5 
You did not value at three ha’ pence. 
Did not our Maflachufettenfis + 
For your conviction {train his ¢ 
Scrawl ev ry moment he could {pare 
nd the Fair? 
Shew, clear as fun in noon-day heav’ns, 
You did not feel a fingle gri vance? 
Demonficate all your oppofition 
Sprung from the § eggs of foul fedition ? 
Swear he had feen the neft the laid in, 
And knew how long the had been fittinz 3 
Could tell cxaw hat itrenech of heat is 
Requii’d to hatch her out committees ? 
What ihapes they take, and how mu 

longer’s 526 
The time before they grow t’ a congrefs ? 
New whitewath'dH lutchinfon, Xv 
Our Gage, who'd vor a little t 
Made ’em new masks, in time no doubr, 
For Hutchinfon’s was quite worn out 5 
And while he muddled ali his head, 5 <3 
You did not heed a word he fax. 
Did not our grave ** judge Sewall hit 
The fum mit of news-paper wit ? 
Fill’d ev'ry leaf of ev'ry paper 
Of Mills, and Hicks, 2nd mother 
Drew proclamations, works of t 
In true fublime of fcarecrow {tile ; 
Wrote tarces too ’gainft fons of freec 
All for your good, and none would re 
Denounc’d damnetion on their fr 
Who died in whig-impenitency ; 
* Vireil’s Aneid, VI. 1. 625. 
fuitgof effay s were publifhe 

§ **Commictees of correfpondence 
“¢ the touleft and molt vero kd 3 f 
*¢ that ever if! fiom pre vge 
6 tion.” ---Maflachufetterfis. 

** Atcorney-general of Maff. 
Bay, a judge of admiralty, Gace’ 
viler and proclamation-makcr, 2 
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Affirm’d that heav’n would lend us aid, 
As all our tory-writers faid, 
And calculated fo its kindnefs, 
He told the moment when it join’d us.” 
“<’ Twas then belike, Honorius cried, 551 
When you the public faft defied, 
Refus’d to heav’n to raife a pray’r, 
Becaufe you'd no connexions there : 
And fince with rev’rend hearts and faces 
To governors you'd made addyefles, 556 
In them, who made you tories, feeing 
You liv’d and mov'd and had your being ; 
Your humble vows you tould rot breathe 
To pow'rs you'd no acquaintance with.” 
«¢ As for your fafts, replied our {quirg, 
What circumftance could fatts require ? 
We kept them not, but "twas nociime ; 
We held them merely lofs of time. 
For what advantage firm and Lafting, 565 
Pray did you ever yet by fafting ? _ 
And what the gains that can arife 
From vows and off rings to the skies ? 
Will heav’n reward with polts and fees, 
Or fend us tea, as confignees, 570 
Give penfions, fal’ries, places, bribes, 
Or chufe us judges, clerks, or feribes ? 
Has it commiflions in its gift, 
Or cath, to ferve us at a Lift? 
Are aéts of parliamentthere made, — 575 
To carry on the placeman’s trade? 
Or has it pafs’d a fingle bill 
To let us plunder whom we will? 
And look our lift of placemen all over ; 


Didheav'n ——— our chief judge, Oliver, 
€ 


Fill that high bench with ignoramus, 581 

Or has it councils by mandamus ? 

Who made that wit of * water-gruel, 

A judge of admiralty, Sewall ? 

And were they not mere earthly ftruggles, 

That rais’d up Murray, fay, and Ruggles ? 

Did heav'n fend down, our pains to med’- 

That old fimplicity of Edfon, (cine, 

Or byelection pick out trom us, 

That Marthfield blund’rer Nat. Ray Tho- 

Or had it any hand in ferving [mas 5 

A Loring, Pepp'rell, Browne, or Erving! 
Yet we've fome faints, the very thing, 

We'll pit ayainft the beft you'll bring. 

For can the itrongeft fancy paint 595 

Than Hutchinfon a greater faint? 

Was there a parfon us’d to prey 

At times more reg’ lar twice a day ; 

As folks exact have dinners got, 

Whether they've appetitesornot? 600 

Was rherea zealot more alarming 

*Gainft public vice to hold forth fermon, 

Or, fix’'d at church, whofe inward motion 

Roll’d up his eyes with more devotion ? 

Whar puritan could ever pray 605 

In godlicr tone thantreas rer Gray T, 


*A pape emblem of his genius. 
+ Treafurer of Maffachufetts Bay, and 
one of the mandamus council. 


Or at town-meetings {peechify’ng, 
Could urter more melodious whine, 
And thut his eyes, and vent his moan, 
Like owl aMided in the fun? 610 
Who once fent home his canting rival, 
Lord Dartmouth’ s felf night outbedrivel.” 
** Have you forgot, Honorius cry’d, 
How your prime faint the truth defy'd, 
Affirm’ d he never wrote a line 615 
Your charter’d rights to undermine ; 
When his own letters then were by, 
That prov’d his meflave alla lie? 
How many prom ifes he feal’d, 
To gct th’ oppreffive acts repeal’d, 620 
Yet once arriv'd on England's thore, 
Set on the premier to pafs more ? 
But thefe are no defe@s, we grant, 
In a right loyal tory faint, 624 
Whofe godlike virtues muft with eafe, 
Atone {uch venial crimes as thefe: 
Or ye perhass in feripture {py 
A new commandment,** Thou fthalt lie :” 
And if ’’t be fo, (as whocan tell ?) 
There's no one fure you keep fo well.” 
Quoth he, ** for lies & promife-breaking, 
Ye need not be in fucha taking 5 
For lving is, we know and teach, 
The highcit privilege of fpeech, 
The univerfal magna charta, 635 
To which all human race is paety, 
Whence children firft, as David fays, 
Lay claim to’ in their earlieftdays ; 
The only ftratagem in war 
Our gen’rals have occafiun for ; 640 
The only freedom of the prefs 
Our politicians need in peace : 
And ‘tis a fhame you with t’ abridge us 
Of thefe our darling privileges. faim, 
Thank heav’n, your thot have mifs’d their 
For lying is no fin or fhame. 646 
As men lait wills may change again, 
Though drawn in name of God, amen ; 
Beture they muft have much the more, 
©’er promiles as great a pow'r, [tion, 
Which, made in hafte, with {mall infpec- 
So much the more will need correction ; 
And when they've carelets fpoke, or penn’d 
"em, 
Have right tolook em o’er and mend’em ; 
Revile their vows, or change the text, 
By way of codicil annex’d ; 656 
Turn outa promife, that was bafe, 
And put a better in its place. 
So Gage of late agreed, youknow, — 6 59 
To let the Boflon people go : fhim, 
Yet when he faw, 'gainft troops that brav'd 
They were the only guards that fav’d him, 
Kept off that Satan of a Putnam, 
From breaking in to maul and mutt’n him, 
He'd too much wit fuch leagues t’ obferve, 
And fhut them in again to ftarve. 666 
So Mofes writes, when female Jews 
Made oaths and vows unfit for ufe, ne 
Thess 





M‘Fingal: an Epic Poem. 


Their parents then might fee them free 
From that confcientioustyranny: — 670 
And thall men feel that fpir’cual bondage 
For ever, when they grow beyond age, 
Nor have pow’ rtheir own oaths tochange? 
I think the tale were very ftrange. 674 
Shall vows bind but the {tout and {trong, 
And let go women weak and young, 
As nets enclofe the jarger crew, 
And let the {malier fry creep through ? 
Befides, the whigs have all been fet on, 
The tories to affright and threaten, 680 
Till Gage, amidit his trembling fits, 
Has hardly kept him in his wits 5 
And tho’ he fpeak with art and fireffe, 
Tis faid beneath durefs per minas : 
For we're in peril of ous fouls, 
From feathers, tar, and lib’rty-poles : 
And vows extorted are not binding 
In law ; and fo not worth the nunding. 
For we hive in this hurly-burly 
S-nt off our confciences on furlow, 
Thrown our religion o’er in form, 
Oar thip to lighten in the form. 
Nor geed we bluth your whigs before 5 
If we ve no virtus, you've no more. 
Yet black with fins, would ftaina mitre, 
Rail yeat crimes by tentints whiter, 696 
Aid, ftutf’'d with choleratrabilious, 
Infule us here for peccadilloes ? 
While all your vices run fo high 
That mercy f{carce could find iupply : 
While thould you offer to repent, 
You'd need more fafting days than lent, 
More groans than haunted church yard val- 
lies, 
And more confeflions than broad-alleys. 
Til thow you all at fitter time, 
Th’ extent and greatnets of your crime, 
And here demonitrate to your tace, 
Your want of virtue, as of grace, 
Evine’d from topics old and vecent : 
But thus much mutt fuflice at prefent. 710 
Toth’ after-portion of the day, 
I leave what more remains to fay ; 
When I've good hope you'll all appear, 
More fitted and prepar'd to hear, 
And griev'd for all your vile demeanour: 
But nuw ‘tistimec’ adjourn tor dinner.” 
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CANTO SECOND. 
THE TOWN-MEETING, P.M. 


yt fun, who never ftops to dine, 
Two hours had pafs’dthe midway line, 
And diving at his ufual rate, 
Lath’d on his downward car of ftate; 720 
And now expir'd the thort vacation, 

And dinner done in epic fathion--- 

While all the crew, beneath the trees, 

Bat pocket-pies, or bread and cheefe ; 
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Nor thall we, like old Homer, care, 725 
To verfify their bill of fare: 

For now, each party, feafted well, 
Throng’d in, like theep, at found of bell, 
With equal {piric took their places, 

And meeting op’d with three O yefles : 
When firtt, the daring whigs t oppofe, 
Again the reat M‘Fingal rofe, 732 
Stretch’d mazifterial arm amain, 

And thus affum’d th’ accufing ftrain : 

“ Ye whigs, attend, and hear, affrighted, 
The crimes whereof ye ftand indicted, 
The fins and follies paft all compafs, 
That prove you guilty, or non compos, 

I leave the verdiat to your fenfes, 

And jury of your confciences 5 740 
Which, tho’ they’re neither good nor true, 
Mutt yet convié you and your crew. 
Ungrateful fons ! a factious band, 

That rife againft your parent land! 

Ye viper drace, that burft in ftrife, 745 
The welcome womb, that gave you life, 
‘Tear with tharp fangs, and forked tongue, 
Th’ indulgent bowels, whence youfprung 5 
And tcorn the debt of obligation 

You jaltly owe the Britith nation, 750 
Which fiice you cannot pay, your crew 
Atrect to twear ‘twas never due. 

Did not the deeds of England’s primate 
Firtt drive your fathers to this climate, 
Whom jails, and fines, and ev'ry ill, 755 
Fore’d co their good againit their will? 

Ye owe to their obliging temper 


sl he peopling your new-tangled empire, 
While ev'ry Brit:th a@ and canon 
Stood forth vour ** caufa fine qua non.” 


Did chey not fend you charters o’er, 
And vive you lands you own'd befere 2 
Permit you all toipill your blood, 

And drive out heathen where you could, 
On thete mild teams, that, conqueft won, 
The realm you gain’d thould be their own 2? 
Or when of late attuck’d by thofe, 

Whom her connexion made your foes, 
Did they not then, diftreft in war, 

send gen’rals to your help from far, 770 
W hoteaid youown'd interms lefs haughty, 
And thankfully o’ erpaid your quota ? 

Say, at what period did they grudge 

To tend you governor or judge, 

With all their miffionary crew, 

To teach you law and gofpel too ? 

Brought o'er all felons in the nation, 

To help you on in population ; 

Propos'd their bithops to furrender, 

And made their priefts a legal tender, 780 
Who only ask’d, in {urplice clad, 

The fimple tythe of all you had : 

And now, to keep all knaves in awe, 
Have fent their troops t’ eftablish law, 
And with gunpowder, tire, and ball, 
Reform yeur people, one and all. 
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¥et, when their infolence and pride 
Have anger'd all the world befide, 
When fear and want at once invade, 
Can you refufe to lend them aid ; 
And rather risk your heads in fight, 
Than gratefully throw in your mite ? 
Can they for debts make fatisfacion, 
Should they difpofe their realm by auction, 
And fel! off Bricain’s goods and land all 
To France and Spain by inch of candle ? 
Shall good king George, with want oppreft, 
Infert his name in bankrupt lilt, 798 
And thut up thop, like failing merchant, 
That fears the bailit? thould make fearch 
in’t ? 
With poverty thall princes ftrive, 
And nobles lack whereon to live ? 
Have they not rack'd their whole inven- 
To feed their brats on potts and penfions, 
Made e’en Scotch friends withtaxes proon, 
And pick’d poor Ireland to the bon: 5 806 
Yet have on hand as well deferving, 
Ten thoufand baftards left tor ftarving ? 
And can you now, with conference clear, 
Refufe them an aivlum here ? Sto 
Or not maintain, in manner fitting, 
Thefe genuine fons of mother Brit-in ? 
T’ evade thefe crimes of blackeft grain, 
Ye prate of liberty in vain, 
And ftrive to hide your vile defigns, 
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With terms abltrufe, like (chool divines. 
Your boatfted patriotifm is tcavce, 
And country’s love is but a farce : 


And after all the proofs you bring, 

We tories know there’s no fuch thing. 

Our Englith writers of great fame 

Prove public virtue but a name. 

Hath not Dalrymple thew'd in print, 

And Johnfon, too, there’s nothing in"t ? 

Produc’d you demonftration ample 825 

From others’ and their own example, 

That felf is ftill, in either faction, 

The only principle of action 5 

The loaditone, whofe attracting tether 

Keeps the politic world together ? 

And fpite of all your doubvle-dealing, 

We tories know ‘tis fo, by feeling. [ting 
Who heeds your babbling of tranfmit- 

Freedom to brats of your begetting ? 

Or will proceed as tho’ thereavere 2 tie, 

Or obligation to pofterity ? 8 

We get’em, bear ’em, breed and nurfe ; 

What has pofter’ry done for us, 

That we, left they their rights thould lofe, 

Should truft our necks to gripe of noofe ? 
And who believes you will not run ? 

You're cowards ev’ ry mother’s fon: 

And fhould you offer to deny, 

We've witncfles to prove it by. 

Attend th’ opinion Ett, as ret’ ree, 

Of your old gen’ ral, ftout fir Jeti’ ry, 

Who fwore that with five thoufand foot 

He'd rout you all, and in purtuit, 
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Run thro’the land as eafily, 

As camel thro’ a necdle’s eye. 

Did not the valiant col’nel Grant 
Againft your courage make his flant, 
Afhiim your univerial failure 

In ev'ry principle of valour, (you, 
And fwear no fcamp’rerse’er could match 
So iwift, a bullet fcarce could catch you? 
And will yenot contefs in this, 587 
A judge mott competent he is, 
Wellskill’don runaings to decide, 

As what himfelf has often tried ? 
*Twould not, methinks, be labour loft, 
If you'd fir down, and count the coft ; 
And ere you call your Yankees out, 
Firtt think what work you've fet about. 
Have ye not rous’d, hisforce to try on, 86 
That grim old beaft, the Bricith lion? 
And koow you not that at a (up 

He’s large enough toeat youup? 

Have you furvey'd his jaws beneath, 
Drawn inventories of his teeth, 

Or have you weigh’d in even balance 
His ftrength and magnitude of talons ? 
His roxr would curn your boatis to fear, 
As eafily as four {mell-beer, 

And make your fect from dreadful fray, 
By native inftina run away. 876 
Britain, depend on’t, will take on her 

T aflerthes dignity and honour, 

Ani ere the’d lofe yeur ihare of pelf, 
Deftroy your country and herielr. 
For his not North declar’d, they fight 
To gain fubftantial rey’nue by *t, 
Deny’d he'd ever deign to treat, 

Till on your knees, and at his feet ? 
And feel you not a trifling ague, 

From Van's delenda eft Carthage ? 
For this, now Britain has come to’t, 
Think you the has net means to do’t? 
Has the not fet to work all engines 

To fpirit up the native Indians, 

Send on your backs a favage band, 

W ith each a hatchet in his hand, 

T amufe themfelves with {calpimg knives, 
And butcher children and your wives ; 
That the may boaft again with vanity, 
Her Englith national humanity ? 896 
(For now in its primeval fenfe, 

This term, human’ty, comprehends 

All things of which, on this fide hell, 
The human mind is capable ; 

And thus ’tis well, by writers fage, 
Applied to Britain, and to Gage). 

And on this work to raife allics, 

She fent her duplicate of Guys, 904 
To drive, at diff’ rent parts at once, on, 
Her ftout Guy Car!’ ton and Guy Johnfon ; 
To each of wnom, to fend again ye 
Old Guy of Warwick were a ninny : 
Though the dun cow he fell’d in war, 
Thefe kulcows are his betters far. 
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And has fhe not aflay’d her notes, 
To route your flaves to cut your throats, 
Sent o’er ambaffadors with guineas, 
To bribe your blacks in Carolinas ? 
And has not Gage, her miffionary, 915 
Turn’d many an Afric flave t’ a tory, 

And made ch Amer'can bifhop’s fee grow 
By many a new-converted negro ? 
As friends to gov’ rnment, did not he 
Their flaves at Bofton late fet free ; 
Enlift them all in black parade, 

Set oft with regimental red ? 

And were they not accounted then 
Among his very braveit men ? 924 
And when fuch means the {Loops to take, 
Think you the is tiot wide awake ? 

As Eliphas’ good man it Jab 

Own’d num’ rous allies thro’ the globe 5 
Had brought the * {tones along the itreet 
To ratify acov’nant meet, 930 
And ev'ry beaft from lice to lions, 

To join in leagues of ftri@ alliance: 

Has the not cring’d, in fpite of pride, 

For like affiftance far and wide ? 

Was there a creature fo delpis’d, 935 
Whole aid the has not fought and priz’d ? 
Till all this formidable league rofe 

Of Indians, Briciih troops, and negroes : 
And can you break thofe triple bands, 
By all your workmanthip of hands? 

*¢ Sir, quoth Honorius, we prefume 
You guefs from pait feats, what's to come, 
And trom the mighty deeds of Gage, 
Foretell how fierce the war he'll wage. 
You doubrlefs recolle@ed here 
The annals of his firft great year : 
While wear’ ing out the tories’ patience, 
He {pent his breath in proclamations ; 
While all his mighty noife and vapour 
Was us’d in wrangling upon paper : 
And boafted military fits 
Clos’d in the {training of his wits : 
While troops in Bofton conmmons plic’d 
Laid nought but quires of paper wafte : 
While ftrokes alternate ftunn’dthe nation, 
Proteft, addrefs, and proclamation; 956 
And {peech met {peech, fib clath’d with fib, 
And Gage {till anfwer'd, fquib for fquib. 

Tho’ this not all his time was loft on 3 
He fortify’d the town of Bolton, — [ance 
Built breaftworks that might lend afliit- 
‘Yo keep the patriots at a diftance : 
(For howfoe’er the rogues might fcofl, 
He lik’d them beit, the fartheft off) 
Of mighty ufe to help and aid 
His courage, when he felt afraid ; 
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* The ftones and all the elements withthee 
Shall ratify a ftri@& confed’ racy ; {get, 
Wild beafts their favage temper fhall for- 
And for a firm alliaxce with thee treat. 


Blackmore’s paraphrafe of Job. 
Y 


368 

And whence right off in manful ftation, 

He'd boldly pop his proclamation. 

Our hearts muft in our bofoms freeze 969 

At fuch heroic deeds as thefe. {neer 
“¢ Vain, quoth the fquire, you'll find to 

At Gage’s firft triumphant year ; 

For providence, difpos’d to teize us, 

Can ufe what inftruments it pleafes. 

To pay a tax at Peter's wifh, 

His chicf cahier was once a fifth : 

An afs, in Balaam’s fad difafter, 

Turn’d orator, and fav’d his mafter : 

A goofe, plac’dcentry on his ftation, 

Preferv'’d old Rome from defolation : 980 

An Englith bithop’s cur ¢ of late 

Ditclos’d rebellions ’gainft the ftate : 

So frogs croak’d Pharaoh to repentance, 

And lice revers’d the threat’ ning fentence : 

And heav’n can ruin you at pleafure, 985 

By our fcorn’d Gage, as well as Czfar. 

Yet did our hero in thefe days 

Pick up fome iaurel wreaths of praife. 

And as the ftatuary of Seville 

Made his crackt faint an exc’Hent devil ; 

So tho’ our war few triumphs brings, g9t 

We gain'd great fame in other things. 

Did not our troops thow much difcerning, 

And skill your various arts in learning? 

Outwent they not each native noodle 995 

By far inplaying Yanky-doodle ; 

Which, as “twas your New-England tune, 

"Twas marvellous they took fo fuon ? 

And ere the year was fully thro’, 

Did not they learn to foot it too; 1000 

And fuch a dance as ne’er was known, 

For twenty miles on end lead down ? 

Was therea Yanky trick you knew, 

They did not play as well as you? 

Did they not lay theirheadstogether, toos 

And gain your art totar and Reeser, 

When col’nel Nesbitt thro’ the town, 

In triumph bore the country-clown 2 

Oh, what a glorious work to fing, 

The vet’ran troops of Britain’s king 1010 

Advent’ ring for th’ heroic laurel, 

W ith bag of feathers and tar-barrel! 

To paint the cart where culprits ride, 

And Nesbitt marching at its fide, 

Great executioner and proud, Tals 

Like hangman high on Holbourn road 5 

And o’er the bright triumphal car 

The waving enfigns of the war! 

As when a triumph Rome decreed, 

For great €alig’la’s valiant deed, 

Who had fubdued the Britith feas, 

By gath’ring cockles from their bafe ; 

In pompous car the conqu ror bore 

His captiv’d{callops from the fhore, 

Ovations gain dhis crabs for fetching, to25 

And mighty feats of oy{ter-catching : 


1020 


t See Bifhop Atterbury’s trial. 
O’er 





362 M‘Fingal : an Epic Poem. 


Oc’r Yankies thus the war begun, 
They tarr'd andtriumph’d over one ; 
And fought and boafted thro’ the feafon, - 
With might as great, and equal reafon. 
Yet thus, tho’ skill'd in vi@' ry’s toils, 

They boaft, not unexpert, in wiles, 
For gain’d they not an equal fame in 
The arts of fecrecy and fcheming ? 

In ftratayems thow'd mighty force, 

And moderniz’d the Trojan horfe, 1036 
Play’d o'er again thofe tricks Ulyffean, 

In their fam'd Salem-expedition ? 

For as that horfe, the poets tell ye, 

Bore Grecian armies in his belly; 1040 
Till their full reck’ning run, with joy 
Their Sinon midwif ’d them in Fioy . 

$o in ene thip was Leflie bold 

Cramm’d with three hundred men in held, 
Equipp’d for enterprize and fail, 10-45 
Like Jonas ftow’d in womb of whale. 

To Marblehead in depth of night, 

The cautious veflel winy’d her flight. 

And now the fabbath’s filent day 
Call'dallour Yankees off to pray; o50 
Remov’d each prying jealous neighbour, 
The fcheme and veflel fell in labour ; 
Forth from its hollow womb pour'’d hafi'ly 
The myrmidons of col’ nel Leilie : 

Not thicker o’er the blacken’d ftrand 1055 
The * frogs’ detachment rufh’d to land, 
Equipp d, by onfet or furprife, 

To ftorm th’ entrenchment ot the mice. 
Thro’ Salem ftrait without delay, 

The bold battalion took itsway, 1060 
March do’er a bridge in open faght 

Of fev’ral Yankees arm’d for fight, 

Then without lofs of time, or men 

Veer’d round for Bofton back again; 

And found fo well their projets thrive, 1065 
That ev'ry foul got home alive. 

Thus Gage’s arms did fortune blefs 

W ith triumph, fafetv and fuccets : 

Bur mercy is without difpute 

His firft and darling attribute ; 1070 
So great it far outwent and conquer'd 

His militaty skill at Concord. 

There when the war he chofe to wage 
Shone the benevolence of Gage 5 
Sent troops to that ill-cman'd place 1075 
On errands mere of fpecial grace, 

And all the work he chofe them for 

Was to ¢ prevent a civil war: 

And for that purpofe he projected 

‘¥he only certain way t cffea it, to8o 
To take your powder, ftores, and arms, 
And all your means of doing harms: 

As prudent folks take knives away, 

Left children cut themfelves at play. 

And yet tho’ this was all his fcheme, 1085 
This war you {till will charge on him 5 


* See Homer's battle of the fiogs and mice. 
+ See Gage’s anfwer to governor Trumbu.l- 


And tho’ he oft has {wore and faid it, 
Stick clefe to fa&s and give no credit. [him® 
Think you, he with'd you'd brave and beard 
Why, ‘twas the very thing that fear’d him. 
He'd ratheryou fhouldal] haverun, 1098 
Than ftay’d to fite a fingle gun. 
And for the civil war youlament, —[in’t: 
Faith, you yourfelves muft take the blame 
Fo! had yen then, as he intended, 1095 
Giv'n up your arms, it muft have ended. 
Since that’s no war, cach mortal knows, 
Where one fide only gives the blows, 
And th’ other bears “em ; on refle@ion 
The moft you'll call it is corre€tion. 1100 
Nor could the contett have gone higher, 
It youhad ne’er return’d the fire ; 
But when you thot, and not before, 
It then contmenc’d a civil war. 
Elie Gage, to endthis controverfy, 1105 
Had but corre&ed you in mercy : 
Whom mother Britain old a AO 
Sent o’er, the col’nies to chattife ; 
Command obedience on their peril 
Of minifterial whip and ferule 5 Illa 
And fince they ne’er mult come of age, 
Govern’d and tuter'd them by Gage. 
Still more, that this was all their errand, 
The army's condu& makes apparent. 
What tho’ at Lexington you can fay 111g 
They kill’d afew they did net fancy, 
At Concord then, with manful popping, 
Difcharg’d a round the ball to open? 
Yet when they faw your rebel-rout 
Determin’d ftill to hold it out ; t1z0 
Did they not thew their love to peace, 
And with, thatdifcoid ftrait might ceafe, 
Demonttrate, and by proofs uncommon, 
Their orders were to injure noman ? 
For did not ev’ry reg’lar run 1125 
As foon as e’er you fir'd a gun? 
Take the firft thot you fent them greeting, 
As meant their fignal for retreating ; 
And fearful, if they ftaid for fport, 
You might by accident be hurt, I130 
Convey themfeives with {peed away 
Full twenty miles in half a day ; 
Race till their legs were grown fo weary, 
They'd fcarce futhce their weight to carry ? 
Whence Gage exols, from gen’ ral hearfay, 
The great adiv'ty § of lord Piercy, 1136 
Whofe brave example led them on, 
And fpirited the troops to run 5 
And now may boaft, at royal levees, 
A Yanky chace worth forty Chevys. 1140 
Yet you as vile as they were kind, 
Purfued, like tygers, ftill behind ; 
Fir'd on them at your will, and thu 
The town, as tho’ you'd flaive them out ; 


§ ‘* Too much praife cannot be given te 
“+ lo.d Piercy, for his remarkable adivity 
** chrough the whole day.” 

Gaige’s account of the Lexington battle. 
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M'‘Fingal: 

fn with parade prepoft’ rous * hedg d, 

Aife& to hold him there befieg’d 5-145 

(Tho’ Gage, whom proclamations call 

Your zov’rnor and vice-admiral, 

Whofe pow’r gubernatorial {till 

Exzends as far as Bunker’s-hill ; 1150 

Whofe admiralty reaches clever, 

Near half a mile up Myttic river, 

Whofe naval force commands the feas, 

Can run away whene er he pleatfe) 

Scar'd troops of tories intotown, = IIs 

And burnt their hay and houfes down, 

And menac’d Gage, unlefs he'd Ace, 

To drive him headlong to the fea, 

As once, to taithlefs Jews a fign,- 

The de’ el, turn’d hog-reeve, did the fwine. 
‘But now your triumphs are a!l o'er, 

For fee from Britain’s angry thore 

W ith mighty hofts of valeur join 

Her Howe, her Clinton, and Purgoyne. 

As cometsthro’ th’ affriehted skics, 1165 

Pour baleful ruin as they rife ; 

As tna with anfernal roar 

In conflagration {weeps the thore ; 

Ov as ¢ Abijah White, when fenr 

Our Marfhfield friends to reprefent, 1170 

Himfelf while dread array involves, 

Com niflions, piftols, fwords, refolves, 

In awful pomp defcending down, 

Bore terror on the factious towr : 

Not with lets glory and affright, 1175 

Parade thefe gen’rals forth to fight. 

No more each reg’ lar col’nel § runs 

From whizzing beetles, as air-guns, 

Thinks hornbugs bullets, or thro’ fears 

Muskitoes takes for musqueteers; 1180 

Nor ‘tcapes, as tiough you'd gain’d allies 

From Belzebub’s whole hott of flies. 


* ¢¢ And with a prepofterous parade of 
“¢ military arrangement, they affect co 
* hold the army befieged.”” Gage’s laft 
grand proclamation. 

+ He was a reprefentative of Marth- 
field, and employed to carry their famous 
town-refolves to Bolton. He armed him- 
felf in as ridiculous military array, as an- 
other Hudibras, pretending he was afraid 
he thould be robbed of them. 

§ The following may be depended upon 
as a fa&. Some Britith officers, foon after 
Gage’s arrival in Bolton, walking on Bea- 
con-Hill, after funfet, were atfrighted by 
noifes in the air (f{uppofed to be the flying 
of bugs and beetles) which they took to be 
the found of bullets, and left the hill with 
great precipitation. Concerning which 
they wrote terrible accounts to England 
ef their being shot at with airguns: as 
appears by one or two letters, extras 
from which were publiihed in the Englith 
papers. 





an Epic Poem. 


No bug their warlike hearts appals, 
They better know the found of balls. 

I hear the din of battle bray, 1185 
The trump of horror marks its way. 

I fee afar the fack of cities, 

The gallows ftrung with whig committees; 
Your moderacors tric’d like vermin, 

And gate-pofts grac’d with heads of chair- 

men 3 
Your gen’rals for wave-off rings hanging, 
And ladders throng’d with pricfts ha- 
ramguing. 

What pill’ries glad the tories’ eyes 1193 
With patriot-cars for facrifice ! 

What whipping-poits your chofen race « 
Admit fucceflive in embrace, 1196 
While each bears off his crimes, alack ! 
Like Bunyan’s pilgrim, on his back ! 
Where then, when tories fcarce yet clear, 
Shall whigs and congrefes appear? 120 
What rocks and mountains thall you call 
To wrap you over with their fall, 

And fave your heads in thefe fad weathers, 
From fire and fword, and car and feathers, 
For lo, with Britith troops tar-brighr, 
Again our Nesbi:t heaves in fight ! 1206 
lie comes, he comes, your lines to ftorm, 
And rig your troop$ in uniform : 

To meet fuch heroes will ye brag, 

With fury arm’d, and feather-bag ; 210 
Who wield their miflile pitch and tar, 
With engines new in Britith war? 

Lo, where our mighty navy brings 

Deftruction on her canvas wings, 

While thro’ the deeps her potent thunder 
Shall found th’ alarm to vob and plunder. 
As Phoebus firft, fo Homer ipeaks, 12 FF 
When he march’d out t’ attack theGreeks, 
*Gaintt mules fant forth his arrows fatal, 
And flew th’ auxiliaries, their cattle ; 
$0 where our thips thal! ftretch the keel, 
What conquer’d oxen thall they fteal ! 
W hat heroes rifling from the dee 1223 
Invade your marthali’d holts of iheep ! 
Difperfe whole troops of horfe, and prefling 
Make cows furrender at difcretion ; 
Attack your hens, like Alexanders, 

And reg’ ments rout of geefe and ganders; 
Or where united arms combine 

Lead captive many a herd of fwine! 1230 
Then ruth in dreadful fury down 
To fire on ev'ry feaport town 5 

Difplay their glory and their wits, 

Fright unarm’d children into fits, 

And ttoutly from th’ unequal fray, 12343 
Make many a woman run away ! 

And can ye doubt, whene’er we pleafe, 
Our chicts thall boalt fuch deeds as thete 2 
Have we not chiets trantcendinyg far 
The old fani'd thunde: bolts cf war,--- 
Beyond the brave romantic fighters, 
Stil'd * fwords of death,” by novel-writers? 
Nerv 
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Nor in romancing ages e’er rofe 

So terrible a tier of heroes. 

From Gage, what flathes fright the waves ! 
How loud a blunderbufs is Graves !. 1246 
Mow Newport dreads the bluftring fallies, 
That thunder from our popgun, Wallace, 
While noife in formidable itrains 

Spouts from his thimble-full of brains! 

1 fee you fink withaw'd furprife ! 1251 
J fee our tory-brethren rife ! 

And as the fe@’ ries Sandemanian, [um 5 
Our friends defcribe their with’d Millenni- 
Tell how the world inev'ry region = 1255 
At once shall own their true religion ; 

For heav’n with plagues ot awful dread 
Shall knock ail heretics o’ th’ head ; ~ 
And then their church, the meek in fpirit, 
The earth, as promis’ d, fhall inherit, 1260 
From the seait wicked, as heirs male, 
And next remainder-men in tail : 

Such ruin thall the whigs opprefs ! 

Such fpoils our tory friends shall blefs ' 
While confifcation at command 1265 
Shall ftalk in horror thro’ the land, 

Shall give your whig-citates away, 

And call our brethren into play. 

And can ye doubt or {cruple more, 
Thefe things are near you at the door ? 
Behold! for tho’ to reas’ning blind, 1271 
Signs of the times ye fure might mind, 
And view impending fate as plain 
As ye’dforetella fhow’rofrain. [enfue, 

Hath not heav’n warn’d you what mutt 
And providence declar’dagainityou; 1276 
Hung forth its dire portents of war, 

By + figns and beacons in the air; 

Alarm’d old women all around 

By fearful noifes under ground ; 1280 

While earth for many dozen leagues 

Groan’d with her difmal load PY whigs? 

Was there a meteor far and wide 

But mufter’d on the tory-fide ? 

A ftar malign that has not bent 1285 

Its afpeds tor the parliament, 

Foreboding your defeat and mifery ; 

As once they fought againft old Sifera? 

Was chere'a cloud that {pread the skies, 

But bore our armies of allies ? 12 

While dreadful hofts of fire ftood forth 

"Mid baleful glimm’ rings from the North ; 

Which ay thews which part they 
oin’d, 

For North’s the minifter, ye mind; 

Whence oft your quibblers in gazettes 

On northern blafts have ftrain’d their wits 5 

And think ye not the clouds know how 

To make a pun as well as you? 

+ Such ftories of prodigies were at that 
time induftrioufly propagated by the tory 
party in various parts of New-England, to 
terrify and intimidate the fuperttitious, 
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Did there arife an apparition, 

But grinn’d forth ruin to fedition? — 1306 
A dezth-watch, but has join’d our leagues, 
And click’d dettruétion to the whigs ? 
Heard ye not when the wind wastest, 

At night, our or’tors in the air, 

That, loud as admiralty-libel, 1305 
Read awful chapters from the bible, 

And death and eviltry denounc’d, 

And told you how you'd foon be trowne’d } 
I fee, to join our conqu’ ring fide, 
Heav'n, earth, and hell, at once ally’d ! 
See from your overthrow andend, = 1311 
The tories’ paradife afcend ; 

Like that new world that claims its {tation 
Beyond the final conflagration ! 

I fzeche diy that lots your thare 1315 
In utter darknefs and defpair ; 

The day of joy, when North, our lord, 
His faithful fervanes thall reward | 

No tory then thall fer before him 

Small with of fquire, or juftice quorum ; 
But "fore his unmuftaken eyes, 1321 
See lordihips, pofts, and penfions rife. 
Awakc to gladnefs, then, ye tories, 

Th’ unbounded profped Lies before us : 
The pow’r difplay'’d in Gage’s banners 
Shall cut Amer’can lands to manors, 1326 
And o'er our happy, conquey’d ground 
Difpenfe eftates and titles round. 
Behold, the world thah ftare at new ferts 
Of home-made * earls, in Maffachufetts ; 
Admire, array'd in ducal taffels, 133% 
Your Ol’ vers, Hutchinfon’s and Vaflals ; 
See yoin’d in minifterial work 

His grace of Albany and York ! 1334 
What lordthips from each carv'd eftate, 
On our New-York affembly wait ! 

What titled ¢ Jauncys, Gales and Billops; 
Lord Bruth, lord Wilkins and lord Philips! 
In wide-fleev'd pomp of godly guife, 
What folemn rows of bithops mfe! 1346 
Aloft a card’nal’s hat is fpread 

O’er puntter 8 Cooper’s rev’rend head ! 

In Vardell, that poctic zealot, 

l view a lawn-bedizen’d prelate ! 

While mitres fall, as *tistheir duty, 1345 
On heads of Chandler and Auchmuty! 
Knights, vifcounts, barons fhall ye meet, 
As thick as pavements in the ftreet ! 

Ev'n I, perhaps, heav’n {peed my claim, 
Shall fix a Sir before my name, 


* See Hutchinfon’s and Oliver's letters. 

+ Members of the minifterial majority 
in the New-York aflembly ; Wilkins a 
noted writer. 

§ Prefident Cooper, a notorious pun- 
fter : Vardell, author of fome poetical fa- 
tires on the fons of liberty in New-York, 
and royal profeffor of King’s college 
Chandler and Auchmuty, high-church and 
tory-writers of the clerical order. 

For 
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For titles all our foreheads ache; 1351 
For what bleit changes can they make ! 
Place rev’rence, grace and excellence 
Where neither claim’d the leaft pretence ; 
Transform x 8 gre magic words 1355 
Men, likeft devils, into lords ; 
Whence commoners to peers tranflated 
Are juftly faid to be created ! 
Now where commiffioners ye faw 
Shall boards of nobles deal you law ! 1360 
Long-rob’d comptrollers judge your rights, 
And tide-waiters ftart up in knights ! 
While whigs fupdued in Mavith awe, 
Our wood fhall hew, our water draw, 
Aud blefs that mildnefs, when paft hope, 
Which tav’d their necks from noofe of 
For as to gain afliftance we {rope. 
Defign their negroes to fet free ; {"em, 
For whigs, when we enough fhall bang 
Perhaps ‘tis better not to hang’em ; 
Except their chiets ; the vulgar knaves 
Willdo more good preferv'd for flaves. 

* °Tis well, Honorius cried, your 

fchene 

Has painted ont a pretty dream. 
Wecan’t confute your fecond fight ; 
We thall be flaves and youa knight : 
Thefe things muft come ; but I divine 
They'll come not in your dav, or mine. 
But oh, my friends, my brethren, hear, 
Andtarn, for once, th’ attentive ear. 
Yefee how prompt to aid our woes, 
The tender mercies of our foes ; 
Yefee with what unvaried rancour 
Still for our blood their minions hanker, 
Nor anght can fate their mad ambition, 
From us, but death, or worfe fubmiffion. 
Shall thefe then riot in our {poil, 1387 
Reap the glad harveft of our toil, 
Rife from their country’s ruin proud, 
And roll their chariot wheels in blood 2 
Ardcan yefleep whilehigh out {pread 
a defolation o’er your head? —-13:92 
See Gage with unaufpicious ftar 
Has oped the gates of civil war ; 
When flreams of gore from freemen flain, 
Encrimfon'’d Concord’s fatal plain ; 
Whofe warning voice with awful found, 
Still cries, like Abel's, from the ground, 
And heav’n, attentive to its call, 1399 
Shall doom the proud oppreffor’s fall. 
Rife, then, ere ruin {wift furprife, 
To vidory, to vengeance rife! 
Hark, how the diftant din alarms ! 
The echoing trumpet breathes, to arms ; 
From provinces remote, afar, 1405 
The fons of glory roufe to war ; 
*Tis freedom calls ; th’ enraptur’d found 
The Apalachian hills rebound ; 
The Georgian thores her voice thall hear, 
And ftart from lethargies of fear. 1410 
Prom the parch’d zone, with glowing ray, 
Where pours the fun intenfer day, 


1374 


1382 
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To thores where icy waters roll, 
Ani tremble to the dusky pole, 
Infpir'd by freedom’s heav'nly charms, 
United nations wake to arnis. 1416 
The {tar of conqueft lights their way, 
And guides their vengeance on their prey 5 
Yes, tho’ tyrannic force o »ofe, , 
Still fhall they triumphro er their foes, 
Till heav’n the happy land fhall blefs 
With fafety, liberty, and peace. 
And ye whofe fouls of daftard mould 
Start at the brav’ry of the bold ; 
To love your country who pretend, 
Yet want all {pirit to defend : 
Who feel your fancies fo prolific, — 
Engend’ ring vifion’d whims terrifics 
O’er-run with horrors of coercion, 
Fire, blood, and thunder in reverfion, 
King’s ftandards, pill’ries, confifcations, 
And Gage’s {carecrow proclamations, 
With all the trumpery ot fear, 
Hear bullets whizzing in your rear 5 
Who fearce could roule, if caught in fray, 
Prefence of mind to run away 3 1436 
See nought but halters rife to view 
In all your dreams, (and dreams are true) 
And while thete phantoms haunt your 
brains, 
Bow down the willing neck to chains 5 
Heav’ns ! are ye fons of fires fo great, 
Immortal in the fields of Fate, 1142 
Who brav’d all deaths by land or fea, 
Who bled, who conquer’d to be free ! 
Hence ! coward fouls ! the wortt difgrace 
Of our forefathers” valiant race ; 
Hie homeward from the glorious field ; 
‘There turn the wheel, the diftaff wield ; 
A@ what yeare,nordaretoftain 1449 
The warrior’s arms with touch profane : 
There beg your more heroic wives 
To guard your children and your lives 3 
Beneath their aprons find a {creen, 
Nor dare to mingle more with men.” 
As thus he faid, the tories’ anger 1455 
Could now reftrain itfelf no longer, 
Who tried before by many a freak, or 
Infulting noife, to hop the fpeaker ; 
Swung th’ unoil’ d hinge of each pew-door 5 
Their feet kept thuffling on the eet 3 
Made their difapprobation known 1468 
By many a murmur, hum, and groan, 
That to his fpeech fupplied the place 
Of counterpart in deconat ied : «1464 
As bag-pipes, while the tune they breathe, 
Still drone and grumble underneath 5 
Or as the fam’d Demofthenes 
Harangu'd the rumbling of the feas, 
Held footh with eloquence full grave 
To audience loud of wind and wave, 1470 
And had a ftiller congregation 
Than tories are tv hear th’ oration. 
But now the ftorm grew high and louder, 
As nearer thund’ rings of a cloud are, . 
An 


1425 


1429 
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And ey’ ry foul, wich heart and voice, 
Supplied his quota of the noife : 1475 
Each lift’ ning ear was fet on torture. 
Each tory bell’ wing out, to order 5 
And fome, with tongue not low or weak, 
Were clam’ ring fatt, for leave to fpeak : 
The moderator, with great vi lence, 
The cushion thump'd with, filence, filence. 
The conftable to ev'ry prater 1482 
Bawl'd out, ** pray hear the moderator ;” 
Some call’d the vote, and fome in turn 
Were fereaming high, ‘Adjourn, zdjourn.’ 
Not chaos heard fuch jars and clathes, 
When all the el’ments fought for places. 
Each bludgeon foon fer blows was tim’d 5 
Each filt ftood ready cock’d and prim’d 5 
The ftorm each moment louder grew, 
His fword the great M‘Fingal drew, 
Prepar’d in either chance to fhare, 
To keep the ae or aid the war. 
Nor lack’d they each poetic being, 1495 
Whom bards alone are skill’d in feeing ; 
Plum’d Vidtory ftood perch’ d or i.i7h, 
Upon the pulpit-canopy, 
To join, as is her cuftom try'd, 
Like Indians, onthe ftrongeft fide; t500 
The Deftinies with thears and diftaff, 
Drew near their threads of life to rwilt off 5 
The Furies ’gan to feaft on blows, 
And broken heads or bloody nofe ; 

hen on a fudden from without 1505 
Arofe a Joud terrific thout ; 
And ftraat the people all at once heard 
Of tongues an univerfal concert ; 
Like Afop’s times, as fable runs, 
When ev'ry creature talk’dat once, 1510 
Or like the variegated gabble 
That craz’d the carpenters of Babel. 
Each party foon forgot the quarrel, 
And let the other go on parole ; 
Eager to know what fearful matter 1515 
Had conjur’d up fuch gen’ral clatter; 
And left the church in thin array, 
As tho’ it had been leGure-day. 
Our {quire M‘Fingal ftraitway beckon’d 
The conftable to ftand his fecond, 1520 
And fallied forth with afpe& fierce 
Thecroud affembled to difperfe. 
The moderator out of view 
Beneath a bench had lain perdue ; 
Peep'd up his head to view the fray, 1525 
Beheld the wranglers run away, 
And, left alone, with folemn Face 
Adjourn’d them without time or place. 


CANTO THIRD. 
THE LIBERTY-POLE. 
OW arm’d with minifterial ire, 
Fierce fally’d forth our loyal fquire, 


And on his ftriding fteps attends, = 1531 
Hisdefp’ rate clan of tory friends ; 


When fudden met his angry eye 

A pole, afcending to the sky, 

Which nun’ rous throngs of whiggith race 

Were raifing inthe market-place , 1536 

Not higher {choo-boys’ kites afpire, 

Or royal maft, or country fpire, 

Like {pears ac Brobdingnagian tilting, 

Or Satan's walking-ftaff in Milton; 1540 

And on its top the flag unfurl’ d, 

Wav'd triumph o'er the proftrate world, 

Infcrib’d with inconfiftent types 

Of liberty and chirtcen ftripes. 

Beneath, the croud without delay, 1445 

The dedication rites cffay, 

And gladly pay in ancient fathion, 

The ceremonies of Libation ; 

While briskiy to each patriot lip 

Walks eager round th’ infpiring flip: 

Delicious dranght, whole pow’ rs inherit 

The quinteflence of public Spirit ! 

Which whofv taftes, perceives his mind 

To nobler politics refin’d, 

Or rous'd for martial contreverfy, — 155 

As from transforming cups of Circe ; 

Or warm’d with Homer's nectar’d liquor, 

That fill'd the veins of gods with ichor. 

At hand for new fupplies in ftore, 

The tavern opes its friendly door, 1560 

Whence to and fro the waiters run, 

Like bucket-men at fires in town. 

Then with three fhouts ¢hat rend the sky, 

Tis confecrate to Liberty : 1564 

To guard it from th’ attacks of tories, 

A grand committee cyll’d of four is, 

Who foremoft on the patriot {pot, 

Had bought the flip, and paid the shot. 
By this, M‘Fingal with his trais, 

Advane’d upon th’ adjacent plain, 1570 

Ard fierce'with loyal rage poffefs’d, 

Pour'd forth the zeal, that fir'd his breaft. 

*¢ What madbrain’d rebel gave commiflion 

To raife this maypole of fedition ? 

Like Babel rea Pd by bawling throngs, 

With like confufion too of tongues, 1576 

To point at heav’n, and f{ummor down 

The thunders of the Britith croyn ? 

Say will this paltry pole fecure 1579 

Your forfeit heads from Gage’s pow'r? 

Artack’d by heroes brave and erafty, 

Is this to ftand your ark of fafery ? 

Or, driv’n by Scottith laird and laddie, 

Think ye to reft beneath its thadow ? 

When bombs, like fiery ferpents, fly, 

And balls move hifling thro’ the sky, 

Will this vile pole, devote to freedom, 

Save like the Jewith pole in Edom, 

Or like the brazen fnake of Mofes, 

Cure your crackt {culls and batter’d nofes ? 

Ye dupes to ev'ry factious rogue, 

Or tavern-prating demagogue, 

Whofe tongue but rings, with fouad more 

full, 
On th’ empty drumhead of his skull, 
Behold 
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Fehold you not what noify fools 1595 
Ufe you, worfe fimpletons, fortools 7 

For liberty in your own by-fenfe, 

Ys but for ¢rimesa patent licence ; 

‘To break of law th’ Egyptian yoke, 

And throw the world in common ftock, 
Reduce all grievances and ills 1601 
‘Fo magna charta of your wills, 

Eitablith cheats and Frauds and nonfenfe, 
Fiam’dby the model of your confcience, 
Cry juftice down, asoutoffathion 1605 
And fix its fcale of deprectation, 

Defy all creditors to troable ye, 

And pafs new years of Jewith jubilee; 
Drive judges out, like Aaron’s calves, 

by jurifdictions of white itavts, 1610 
And make the bar and bench and fteeple, 
Submite’ our fov’ reign lord, the people, 
Affure each knave his whole aficts, 

By gen’ral amnefty of debes , 1614 
By plunder rifeto pow’r and glory, 

And brand all property as tory ; 

Expofe all wares to lawful feizures 

Of mobbers amd monopolizers : 1618 
Break heads, and windows, and the peace, 
For your own int’reft and increate ; 
Difpute, and pray, and fight, and groan, 
For public good, and nm your own 5 
Prevent the laws, by fice attacks, 

From quitting {cores upon your backs 5 
Lay your oid dread, the g-llows low, 

And feize the ftocks, your ancient foe 5 
And turn them as convenient engmes 

To wreak your patriotic ver ge ince = 
While all, yoar claims who underfiand, 
Confefs they're in the owner’s hand: 
And when by clamours and confufions, 
Your freedom’s grown a public nuifance, 
Cry, Liberty, with pow'rful yearning, 

As he does, fire, whofe houfe is burning, 
Tho’ he already has much more, 1635 
Than he can find occafion for. 

While ev'ry dunce, thit turns the plains, 
Tho’ bankrupt in eftate and brains, 

by this new Inht transform’d to traitor, 
Forfakes his plough to turn diftator, 1640 
Starts an haranguing chief of whigs, 

And drags you by the ears, like pigs. 

All blufter, arin’d with factious licence, 
Transform d at once to politicians ; 
Each leather-apron’d clown, grown wife, 
Prefents his forward facet’ advile; 1646 
And tatter'd legiflators meet 

From ev'ry workihop thro’ the ftreet ; 
His yoofe the tailor finds new ufe in, 

To patch and turn the conftitution ; 1$50 
The blackfmitheomes with fledge & grate, 
Yo ironbind the wheels of ftate ; 

The quack forbears his patient's foufe, 
To purge the council and the houfe ; 

The tinker quits his moulds and doxies, 
Tecaft afembly-mica at proxies. 1655 


From dunghills deep of fable hue, 

Your dirtbred patriots {pring to view, 

To wealth, and pow’r, and penfion rife, 
Likenew-wing dmagyots chang’dto flies; 
And flutt’ring 1ound in proud parade, 
Strut in the robe, or gay cockade. 

See * Arno'd quits for ways more cettaing 
His bankrupt perj’ ries for his fortune, 
Brews rum no longer in his ltore, 1665 
Jockey and skipper now no more ; 
Forfakes his warehoufes and docks, 

And writs of flander for the POX ; 

And, purg’d by patriotitm trom fhame, 
Grows gen’ral of the foremoft name. 


Hiatus valde deflendus. 


For in this ferment ofthe ftream, 1678 
The dregs have work’d up to the brim, 
And, by the rule of topfy-turveys, 

The fcum ftands {welling on the furface. 
You've caus’d your pyramid t’ afcend, 
And fet it on the little end ; 1676 
Like Hudibras, your empire’s made, 
Whofe comes had o’ ertopp’d his head ; 
You've puth’d & turn'd the whale world up- 
Side down, and got yourfelves a-top : 
While all che great ones of your ftate, 

Are cruth'd beneath the pop lar weight 5 
Nor can you boaft this pretent hour, 

The thadow of the form of pow’r. 1684 
For what's your congrefs, or its end? 


A pow’rt’ advife and recommend ; 

To call for troops, adjuft your quotas, 
And yet no foul is bound to notice ; 

To pawn your faith to th’ utmoft limit, 


But cannot bind youto redeem it; 1698 
And, when in want, no more in them lies 
Than begging of your ftare-aflemblies ; 
Can utter oracles of dread, 

Like friar Bacon’s brazen head ; 

But thould a faction e’er difpute’em, 
Has ne'er an arm to execute ’em. 

As though you chofe fupreme dictators, 
And put them under confervators ; 

You've but purfued the felf-fame way, 
With Shakefpeare’s Trinclo in the play, 

** You thall be viceroys here, "tis truc, 

** Buc we'll be viceroys over you.’” 170% 
What wild confufion hence muft enfue, 
Tho’ common danger yet cements you ! 


1694 


* Arnold's perjurics at thetime of his 
pretended bankruptcy, which was the fit 
rife of his fortune, and his curious lawtuie 
againft a brother skipper, who had char- 
ged him with having the dileafe mentioned 
in the text, by his conncxion with a cer- 
tain African princets in the Welt ladies, 
with its humoxous iffue, are matters not 
fo well known, as the other circumftances 
of his public and p:ivate charaéter. 
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So fome wreck’d veffel all in thatters, 

Is held up by furrounding waters ; _ 1706 
Bat, ftranded, when the preffure ceafes, 
Falls by its sottennefs to pieces : 

And fall it muft-—if wars were ended, 
You'll ne’er have fenfe enough to mend it : 
But creeping on with low intrigues, 1711 
Like vermin of an hundred legs, 
Will find as fhort a life affign’d, 
As all things elfe of reptile Kind 1714 
Your commonwealth’s a common harlot, 
The property of ev’ry varlet, 
Which now in tafte and full employ, 
All forts admire, as all enjoy 5 

But foon a batter'’d ftrumpet grown, 
You’ ll curfe and drum her out of town. 
Such 1s the gevernment you chofe 5 
For this you bade the world be toes ; 
Forthis fo mark’d for diffolution, 
You fcorn the Britith conftitution, 
That conftitution form’d by fages, 
The wonder of all modern ages : 
Which owns no failure in real’ty, 
Except corruption and venal'’ty ; 

And only proves the adage juft, 1729 
That belt things fpoil’d, corrupt to wortt, 
So man fupreme in mortal ftation, 

And mighty lord of this creation, 

When once his corfe is dead as herring, 
Becomes the molt offenfive carrion, 1734 
And fooner breeds the plague, *tis found, 
Than all beafts rotting *bove the ground. 
Yet for this gov’rnment to dilmay us, 
You've call’d up anarchy from chaos, 
With all the followers of her {chool, 
Uproar and rage and wild mifrule; 1740 
For whom this rout of whigs diftra&ed 
And ravings dire of ev'ry crack’d head, 
Thefe new-caft legiflative engines 

Of county-mufters and conventions, 
Committees vile of correfpondence, 1745 
And mobs, whofe tricks have almoft un- 

done’s 5 

While reafon fails to check your courfe, 
And loyalty’s kick'd out of doors, 

And folly, like inviting landlord, 

Hoifts on your poles her royal ftandard. 
While the king’s friends in doleful dumps, 
Have worn their courage to the ftumps, 
‘And leaving George in fad difafter, 

Mott finfully deny their mafter. 

What furies rag’d when you infea, 1755 
In thape of Indians drown'd the tea, it, 
When your gay fparks, fatigu’d to watch 
Affum'd the moggifon and hatchet, 

With semper’ a Vankaes hid their laces, 
And like their fweethearts prim’d their fa- 
While not a redcoat dard oppofe, [ces: 
And {carce a tory thew'd his nofe, 
While Hutchinfon for fure retreat, 
Maneeuvred to his country feat, 

And thence affrighted in the fuds, 
Stole off bareheaded thro’ the woods ! 


1718 


1725 
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Have you not rous’d your mobs to join 
And make nanieaeene refi oe 


Call’d forth each duffil-drefs'd curmud. 


_, geon, 1769 
With dirty trowfers, and white bludgeon, 
Fore’d all our councils thro’ the land, 
To yield their necks to your command ; 
While palenefs marks their late difgraces, 
Thro’ all their rueful length of faces ! 
Have you not caufed as woful work, 1775 
In loyal city of New-York, 
When all the rabble well cockaded, 
In triumphthro’ the ftreets paraded ; [es ; 
And mobb’d the tories, fcar’d their fpouf- 
And ranfack’d all the cuftom-houfes, 
Made fuch a tumult, blufter, jarring, 
That mid the clath of tempeits warring, 
Smith's weathercock with veers forlorn, 
Could hardly tell which way to turn ; 
Burnt effigies of th’ higher powers, 
Contriv'd in planetary hours, 
As witches with clay images, 
Deftroy and torture whom they pleafe ; 
Till fir’d with rage, th’ ungrateful club 
Spar’d not your bett friend, Belzebub, 
O’erlook’d his favours and forgot 
The rev’ rence due his cloven foot, 
And in the felffame furnace frying, 
Burn’d him andNefth and Bute and Tryon? 
Did pe not in as vile and thallow way, 
Fright our poor Philadelphian, Galloway, 
Your congrefs when the daring ribald 
Belied, berated and befcribbled ? 
What ropes and halters did you fend, 
Terrific emblems of his end, 1800 
Till left he’d hang in more than effigy, 
Fled in a fog the trembling refugee? 
Now rifing in progreffion fatal, 
Have you nor vencur'd to give battle? 
When treafon chac’d our heroes troubled, 
With rufty gun andleathern doublet, 1806 
Turn’d all ftonewalls and groves & buthes, 
To batt’ries arm’d with blunderbuffes, 
And with deep wounds that fate portend, 
Gaul’d many a rey’lar’s latter a 1810 
Drove them to Bolton, as in jail, 
Confin’d without mainprize or bail. 
Were not thefe deeds enough betimes, 
To heap the meafure of your crimes, 
But in this loyal town and dwelling, 
You raife thefe enfigns of rebellion? 1816 
*Tis done: fair Mercy thuts her door, 
And Vengeance now fhall fleep no more : 
Rife, then, my friends, in terror rife, 
And wipe this {candal from the skies ! 
You'll fee their Dagon, tho’ well jointed, 
Will fink before the Lord's anointed, 
And like old Jericho’s proud wall, 1823 
Before our ram’s horns proftrate fall.” 

This faid, our {quire yet undifmay’d, 
Cali’d forth the conftable to aid; 1826 
And bade him rezd in nearer ftation, 
The riot-a& and proclamation ; 

Whe 
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Thenlifting high the pond’ rous jar, 
Pour’do’er his head the {moking rar : 

+ With lefs profufion erft was {pread 
The Jewith oil on royal head, 2070 
That down his beard and veftments ran, 
And cover’d all his outward man. 
As when (fo Claudian fings *) the gods 
And earth-born giants fell at odds, 
The ftout Enceladus in malice, 207 
Tore mountains up to throw at Pallas ; 
And as he held them o’ er his head, 
The river, from their fountains fed, 
Pour’ d down his back its copious tide, 
And wore its channels in hishide: 2080 
So from the high-rais’d urn, the torrents 
Spread down his fide their various currents. 
His flowing wig, as next the brim, 
Firft met and drank rhe fabléftream : 
Adown his vifage {tern and grave, 
Roll’d and adher'd the vifcid wave : 
With arms depending as he ftood, 
Each cuff capacious holds the flood : 
From nofe and chin’s remoteft end, 
The tarry icicles depend : 
Till all o’erfpread with colours gay 
He glitter’d to the weltern ray, 
Like fleet-bound tres in wintry skies, 
Or Lapland idol caiv'd in ice. . 
And now the feather-bay, difplay’d, 2095 
Is wav'd in triumph o'er his head, 
And {preads him o er with feathers miffive 
And down upon the tar adhefive : 
Not Maia’s fon, with wings for cars, 
Such plumes around his vifage wears 5 
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Nor Milton’s fix wing’d ange! gathers 


Such fuperfluity of feathers. 2102 
Till all complete appears our fquire, 

Like gorgon or chimera dire ; 

Nor more could boaft, on @lato’s f plan, 
To rank amid the race of man, 2106 
Or prove his claim to human nature, 

As atwo-lege’d, unfeather’d creature. 
Then on the two-wheel’ d car of ftate, 
They rais’d our grand duumvirate. arto 

And as at Rome a like committee, 

That found an owl within their city, 
With folemn rites and fad proceffions, 

At ev'ry fhrine perform’d luitretions ; 
And, left infeé&tion fhould abound = 211 
From prodigy with face fo round, 

All Rome attends him thro’ the freer, 

In triumph to his country feat + 
With like devotion all the choir 
Paraded round our feather’d {quire ; 
In front the martial mufic comes 

Of horns and fiddles, fifes and drums, 
With jingting found of carriage bells, 
And treble creak of rufted wheels ; 


2119 


* Clandian’s Gigantomachia. 
_} Alluding to Plato’s well-known defi- 
nyion of man, *¢ Animal bipes, implu- 
“6 mis.” 
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Behind, the crowd in lengthen’d row, 
With grave proceffion clos’d the thow ; 
And at fit periods ev’1y throat 2129 
Combin’d in univerfal fhour, 
And hail’d great Liberty in chorus, 
Or bawl'd confufion to the tories. 
Not louder ftorms the welkin braves, 
From clamours of conflicting waves ;, 
Lefs dire in Lybian wilds the noife, 
When rav’ning lions lifetheir voice ; 
Or triumphs at town-meetings made, 
On pafling votes to reg’ late trade. 2136 
Thus having borne them round the town, 
Laft at the pole they fet them down, 
And tow’rd the tavern tak their way, 
To end in mirth the feftal day. 2140 
‘ And now the mob difpers’d and gone, 
Left {quire and conftable alone. 
The conftable in ruetul cafe 
Lean'd fad and folemn o’er a brace, 
And faft befide him, cheek by jowl, 2145 
Stuck {quire M‘Fingal ‘painft the pole, 
Glued by the tar hie rear apply’d, 
Like barnacle on veflel’s fide. 
But tho’ his body lack’d phyfician, 
His fpirit was in worfe condition. 
He found his fears of whips and roves 
By many a drachm ouiwsign'd as hope 
As men in jagl without mainprize, 
View ev'ry tiring with other cyes, 
And all goes wiong in church and far 
Seen thro’ perfpedtive af the gra 
So mow M‘Pingal’s fecond fy he 
Beheld all things in diff’ rent light ; 
His vifual nerve, well purg’d with tar, 
Saw all the coming {cenes of war. 2160 
As his prophetic foul zrew ftronger, 
He found he could hold in no longer ; 
Firft from the pole, as fierce he thook, 
His wig from pitchy durance broke, 
His mouth unglued, his feathers flutter’d, 
His tarr'dskirts crack’d, & thus he utrer’d, 
‘© Ah, mr. Conftable, in vain 2167 
We ftrive’ gainft wind, and tide, and rain ! 
Behold my doom ! this feather’d omen 
Portends what difmal times are coming. 
Now future fcenes before my eyes, 217 
And fecond-fighted forms arife : 
I hear a voice that calls away, 
And cries, the whiys will win the day ; 
My perhen genius gives command, 
And ivids us fly the fatal land ; 2176 
Where, changing name and confticutioa, 
Rebellion turns to revolution, 
While loyalty, opprefs’'dintcars, 2179 
Stands trembling for its neck and ears. 
Go, fummon all our brethren greeting, 
To mufter at our wfual meeting. 
There my prophetic voice thal! warr’em 
Of all things future that concern “em ; 
And tcenes difclofe, on which, my friend, 
Their condu& and their lives depend : 
There 
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There I---but firft "tis more of ufe, 

From this vile pole to fet me loofe ; 

Then go with cautious iteps and fteady, 
while I fteer home and make all ready. 


CANTO FOURTH. 
The VISION. 


OW night came down, and rofe full 
oon, 
That patronefs of rogues, the Moon 5 
Beneath whofe kind, protecting ray, 
Wolves, brute and human, prow! for prey. 
The honeft world all fnor’d in chorus, 
While owls and zholts, and thieves and 
tories, 
Whom erft the mid-day fun had aw’d, 
Crept from their lurking holes abrozd. 
On cautious hinges, flow and ftiller 
Wide op’d the great M* Fingal’s * cellar, 
W here thut from prying eyes in clufter, 
The tory pandemonium mutter. 2202 
Their chiefs all ficting round defcried are, 
On kegs of ale and feats of cider ; 
When firft M‘Fingal dimly feen 
Rofe folemn from the tuinip-bin. 
Nor yethis + form had wholly loft 
Ti’ ori taal ovightnels it could boaft. 
Nor leis appcard chan jultice quorum, 
In feather’d majefty before’em. 2210 
Atown his tarftreak’d vifage, clear 
Fell glift’niag faft th’ indignant tear, 
And thus his voice, in mournful wife, 
Purlued the prologue of his fighs. 
** Brethren and friends, the glorious 
band 2215 
Of loyalty in rebel land ! 
Tt was not thus you've feen me fitting 
Return’d in triumph from ceoereneaeehte 
, When blu? ring whigs were put to fkand, 
And vores obey'd my guiding hand, 2220 
And new commniffions pleas'd my eyes 
Bicft days, but ah, no more to rife! 
Alas, againft my better light, 
And optics fure of fecond Fee, 
My ftubborn foul in error ftrong, 
Had faith in Hutchinfon too long. 
See what brave trophies ftill we bring 
From all our battles for the king ; 
And yet chefe plagues now palt before us, 
Are but our ent’ ring wedge of forrows. 
I fez in glooms tempeftuous ftand 
The cloud impending o'er the land ; 
That cloud, which ftill beyond their hopes 
Serves all our orators withtropes, 3234 
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* Panditur interea domus omnipotentis 
Olympi, _ Thominum rex 
Conciliumg ; vocat Divum pater atq; 
sdiercam infedem. _Lib 10. Aineid. 
~ -—-—His form had not yet loft 
All ics original brightnefs, nor appear’d 
Aefs chan archangel) ruia’d, Milton, 
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Which tho’ from our own vapours ft 
Shall point its thunders on our head? . 
I feethe mob beflipp’d in taverns, [vernsf 
Hunt us, like wolves, thro’ wilds and ca. 
What dungcons rife t’ alarm our fears, 
What hosfewhips whiftle round our ears] 
Tar yet in embryo in the pine, 
Shall run on tories’ backs to fhine ; 
Trees rooted Fair in greves of fallows, 
Are growing for peak gallows ; 
And geefe unhatch’d, when pluck’d ig 
tay 245 
Shall rue the feath’ ring of that day. 
Forme, before thefe fatal days 


_ I mean to fly tl’ accurfed place, 


And follow omens, which of late 

Have watn’d me of impending fate ; 3259 
Yet pafs’d unnotic’d o'er my view, 

*Till Cad conviGion prow’d them true; 

As prophecies of beft intent, 

Are only heeded in th’ gyent. 

For late in vifions of the night, 
The gallows ftood before my. fight ; 
I faw its ladder heav'd on end ; 

I faw the deadly rope defcend’ 
And in irs noofe that wav’ ring fwang, 
Priend § Malcolm hung, ag feem'd te 
hang. “2260 
How chang’d from him who boldas lion, 
Stood aid-de-camp to gov’ ror Tryon, 
Made rebels vanith once, like witches, 
And{ay'dhis life, butsdropp’d his breeches. 
I fcarce had made a fearful bow, —2265 
And trembling ask’d him, ** How d'ye 
When lifting up his eyes fo wide, (de 
His eyes alone, his hands were ty’d; 
With feeble voice, as {pirits ufe, 
Now almoitghoak’d with gripe of noofe ; 
‘©Ah** fly, my friend, he cry’d,jefcape, 
And keep yourfelf from this fad ferape; 
Enough you’vetalk’dand writ and plann’d, 
The whigs have got the upper hand. 2274 


335§ 


§ Malcolm was a Scotchman, aid t 
governor Tryon in his expedition again 
the regulators in North-Carolina, where 
in the engagement he met with the acci- 
dent of the breeches here alluded to. He 
was afterwards an under officer of the 
cuftoms in Bofton, where becoming ob- 
noxious, he was tarred, feathered, and 
half hanged by the mob, about the year 
1774. After this he was negleded and 
avoided by his own party, and thinking 
his merits and fufferings unrewarded, ap- 
peared equally malevolent againft whigs 
and tories. - 

The pretences of the Highlanders te 

rophecy by fecond-fight are too well 
me a to need an explanation. 

** There is in this fceme 2 general allus 
fion to the appearance and fpcech of Hec- 
tor’s choft in the fecond book of the 
Encid. Bw 
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Who now édiancing tow'rd the ring, 
Began, * Our fov' res lord the king,” 
When thoufaind clam’ rous tongues he hears 
And clubs and ftones affail his ears: 
To fly was vain, te fight was idle, 
By foes encompafs’d in the middle: 
j In ftratagem his aid he found, 1835 
And fell right craftily to ground : 
Then crept to feek an hidixg place, 
*Twas all he could, beneath a brace 3 
Where foon the conqu’ring crew efpy’d 
him, 1839 
And where he turk’d, they caught and ty’d 
At onée, with refolution fatal, [{him. 
Both whigs and tories ruth’d to battle: 
Inftead of weapons, either band 
$eiz'd on fuch arms, as came to. hand. 
And as fam’d Ovid paints th’ adventures 
Of wrangling Lapithe and Centaurs, 
Who at their feaft, by Bacchus led, 1947 
Threw bottles at each other's head, 
Acd thefe arms Failing in cheit feuffles, 
A:tack’d with andirons, tongs; & Sovels. 
So clubs and bilicts, ftaves and ftones 
Met fierce, encount’ ring ev’ty feonce, 
And cover d o’er with knobs and pains 
Each void receptacle for brains : 1854 
Tiseir clamours rend the hills around, 
And earth rebellows with the found 5 
And many a groan increas’d the din 
From broken nofe and batter’d thin, 
M‘Fingal rifing at the word, 
Drew forth his old militia fword ; [trefs, 
Thrice cry‘d * king George,’ as erit in dif- 
Romancing heroes did their miftrefs, 
And brandifhing the bladeinair, 1863 
Struck terror through th’ oppofing war. 
The whigs, unf2fe within he wind 
Of fuch commotion, thrunk behind. 
With whirling fteel around addref$’d, 
Fiercethio’ theirthickeft throng he prefs'd, 
(Who roll’d on either fide in,arch, 
Like Xed-fea waves in Ifraels march) 
And like a meteor rufhingghrough, 1871 
Struck on their pole a vengeful blow: 
Around, the whigs, of ¢lubs and ftone® 
Dilcharg’d whole vollies in platoons, 
That o’er in whiftlingterror fly; 1875 
Rut not a foe dares venture nigh. 
And now perhaps with conquett crown’ d, 
Our {quire had Fel!’d their pole to ground, 
Had not fome pow’r, a whig at heart, 
Defcended down, and took their part ;* 
(Whether "twere Pallas, Mars, or Iris, 
*Tis {carce worth while to make enquiries) 
Who atthe wick of time alarming, 
Affum'd the graver form of chairman 3 


* The learned reader will readily ob- 
ferve the allufions in this fcene to the fin- 
le combats of Paris and Menelaus, in 

Omer, Aneas and Turnus, in Virgil; 
and Michaci and Satan, in Milton, 


Addrefs’d a whig, in ev'ry {cene 1885 
The ftouteft wreftler on the green, 

And pointed where the {pade was found, 
Late us’d to fix their pole in ground, 

And urg’d with equal arms and might 

To dare our {quire to fingle fight. 1890 
The whig, thus arm’d, a to yicld, 
Advanc’d tremendous to the field ; 

Nor did M‘Pingal thun the foe, 

But ftood co brave the defp’ rate blow ; 
While all the party gaz’d, fufpended, 

To feethe deadly combat ended. = 1896 
And Jove in equal balance weigh’d 

The fword againft the brandith’d fpade = 
He weigh’d ; but lighter than a dream, 
The {word flew up, and kick’d the beam. 
Cur {quire on tiptoe rifing fair, 1g08 
Lifts high a noble ftroke in air, ; 
Which hung not, but like dreadful engines, 
Defcended on the foe in vengeance. 

But ah, in danger, with dithonour 190§ 
The fword, perfidious, fail’d its owner 5 
That fword which oft had ftood its ground 
By huge trainbands encompafs’d round, 
Cron the bench, with blade right loyal, 
Had won thé day at many atrial, Igte 
Of {tones and clubs had brav'd th’ alarms, 
Shrunk from thefe new Vulcanian arms. 
The {pade, fo temper’d from the fledge, 
Nor keen nor folid harm’d its edge, 

Now met it from his arm of might, Igt¢ 
Defcending with iteep force tqimite: 
The bladefnapp’d fhort, and from his hand 
With ruft embrown’d the glirt’ring fand. 
Swift turn’d M*Fingal attheview, Igt¢ 
And call’d foraid th’ attendant crew; 
Invain. The teries all had run, 

When icarce the fight was well begun : 
Their fetting wies he faw decreas’d, 

Far in th’ horizon tuw'rd the welt. 
Amar’d, he view'd the shameful fight, 
And faw no refuge but in flight : 1926 
But aze unwieldy check’d his pace, 

Tho’ fear had wing’d his flying race; 

For not a trifling prize at ftake, 

No lefs than great M‘Pingal’s back. 193 
With legs and arms he work’d his courfe, 
Like rider that ousgoes his horfe, 

And labour’d hard to get away, as 

Old Satan ftruggling on thro’ chaos : + 
Till booking back, he fpy'din rear 193 
The {pade-arm’d chief advane’d coo neat. 
Then ftopp’d, and feiz’d a ftone that lay, 
An ancient land-mark near the way ; 

Nor shall we, as old bards have done, 
Affirm it weigh’d an huadredton:  I94e 
But fuch a ftone as at a thift, 

A modern might faffice to lift, 

Since men, ro credit their enigmas, 

Are dwindled down todwarfs and pigmics 
And giants exil’d with their cronies, 

To Brobdingnags and Patagemias. 1946 
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But while our hero turn’d him round, 

And a to raife it from the ground, 

The deadly fpade difcharg’d a blow 

Tremendous on his rear below : 1950 

His bent knee fail’d, and void of ftrengt 

Stretch’d on the ground his manly length ; 

Like ancient oak o’erturn’d he lay, 

Or tow’r to tempefts fall’n a prey, fem, 

And more things elfe, but all men know 

If flightly vers'd in epic poem. 1956 

At once the crew at this fad crifis, 

Fall on and bind him ere he rifes, 

And with loud shouts and joyful foul 

Condué him pris’ner to the pole. 1960 
When now the mob in lucky hour, 

Had got their en’ mies in their pow’r, 

They firft proceed by wife command, © 

To take the conftable in hand, 

. Then from the pole’s fublimeft top 1965 

They {peeded to let down the rope, 

At once its other end in hafte bind, 

And make it fait unto his waiftband, 

Till like the earth, as ftretch’d on tenter, 

He hung felf-balanc’d on his center. 

Then upwards all hands hoifting fail, 

They fwung him like a keg of ale, 

Till to the pinnacle fo fair, 

He rofe like meteor in the air. 

As Socrates * of old firft did, 1975 

To aid philofophy, get hoifted, —_[clear, 


And found his thoughts flow ftrangely 


Swung in a basket in mid air : 

Our culprit thus in purer sky, 

With like advantage rais'd his eye 5 1980 

And looking forth in profpe@ wide, 

His tory errors clearly fpy'd, 

And from his elevated ftation, 

With bawling voice began addreffing : 

** Good gentlemen, and friends, and kin, 

For heav'n's fake hear, if not for mine ! 

I here renounce the pope, the Turks , 

The king, the dev’l, and all their works ; 

And will, fet me but once ateafe, 1989 

Turn whig or chriftian, what youpleate ; 

And always mind your laws as j ly, 

Should I live long as old Methus lah, 

I'll never join with Britith rage, 

Nor help lord North, or gen’ ral Gage, 

Nor lift my gun in future fights, 1995 

Nortake away your charter d rights, 

Nor overcome your new-rais'd levies, 

Deftroy your towns, nor burn your navies, 

Nor cut your poles down while I’ve breath, 

Tho’ rais’d more thick than hatchel-teeth; 

But leave king George and all his elves 

To do their conqu’ring work themfelves.”” 
This faid, they low’ rd hinedown ia ftate, 

$pread at all points, like falling cat ; 


* Socrates is reprefented in Ariftopha- 
nes’s comedy of the Clouds, as hoilted in 
a basket to aid cogtgmplation. 


Rut took a vote firft on the queftios, 
That they d accept this full confeffion, 
And to their fellowthip and favour, 
Reftore him on his good behaviour. 
Not fo,-our {quire fubmits to rule, 
But ftood hefoic as a mule. a01e 
** You'll find it all in vain, quoth he, 
To play your rebel cricks on me. 
All punithments the world can render, 
Serveonly to provoke th’ offender; 1014 
The will’s confirm’d by treatment horrid, 
As hides grow harder when they’ re cucrieds 
No mane’er felt the halter draw, 
With Opinion of the law ; 
Or held in method orthodex 
His love of juftice in the ftocks ; aote 
Or fail’d to lofe by theriff’s thears 
At once his loyalty and ears. 
Have you made Murray look lefs big, 
Or {moak’d old Williams to a Whig ? 
Did our mobb’d Cl’ ver quit his ftation, 
Or heed his vows of refignation ? 2026 
Has Rivington, in dread of ftripes, 
Ceas’d lying fince you ftole his types ? 
And can you think my faith will alrer, 
By tarting, whipping, orthehalter? 2070 
I'ilftandthe worft ; for recompence 
I truft king George and providence. 
And when, our conqueft zain’d, I come, 
Array'd in lawand terror home, 
You'llrue this inaufpigious morn, — 2035 
And curfe the day you é’er were born; 
In Job’s high ftile of imprecations, 
W ith all his singutnswiblett his patience.’ 
Meanwhile befide the pole, the guard 
A bench of juftice had prepar’d, 2040 
Where fitting round in awful fort, 
The grand committee hold their court ; 
While all the crew in filent awe, 
Wait from their lips the lore of law. 
Few moments with deliberation, 2045 
They hold the folemn confultation, 
When foon in judgment all agree, 
And clerk declares the dread decree : 
‘* Thar {quire M‘Fingal having growa 
The vilctt tory in the town, 2050 
And now on full examination, 
Convicted by his ewn confeffion, 
Finding no tokens of repentance, 
This court proceed to render fentence : 
That firft the mob a flip-knot fingle 
Tie round the neck of faid M‘Fingal 5 
And in due form do tar him next, 
And feather, as the law direés 5 
Then thro’ the town attendant ride him, 
In cart with conftable befide him, sc6e 
And having held him up to thame, 
Bring to the pole from whence he came.” 
Forsthwith the crowd proceed to deck 
W ith haicer’d noofe M‘Fingal’s neck, 
While he, in peril of his foul, 
Stood ty'd half-hanging to tie pole; 
Thee 
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Nor fought with afs’s jaw for rarity, 

With more fuccefs or bagel arity. 

I (aw our vet’ran choufands yield, 

And pile their mufquets on the field ; 

And peafant guards in rueful plight, 

March off our captur’d bands from fight 5 

While ev’ry rebel-fife ia play, 

To Yanky-doodle tun'd its lay, 

And, like the mufic of the fpheres, 2525 

Mellifluous footh’d their vanguiih'd ears. 
*¢ Alas! faid I, what baleful ftar 

Sheds fatal influence on the war, 

And who that chofen chicf of fame, 2529 

That heads this grand parade of thame ?” 
*¢ There fee how fate, great Malcolm 

cry'd, 

Strikes with its bolts the tow’ rs of pride. 

Behold that martial macaroni, 

Compound of Phebus and Bellona, 

With warlike {word and fingfong lay, 

Equipp’d alike for fealt or f.ay, 2536 

Where equal wit and valour join 5 

This, this is he, the fam’d Burgeyne : 

Who pawa’d his honour and commifhion, 

To coax the patriots to fubmiffion, 

By fongs and balls fecure obedience, 

And dance the ladies to allegiance. 

Oft his camp mufes he'll parade 

Ar Bolton in the grand blockade, 

And well invok’d with punch of arrack, 

Hold converfe {weet in tent or barrack, 

Infpir'd in more heroic fathion, 

Both by his theme and fituation ; 

While farce and prociamation grind, 

Rife fair beneath his plattichand: 2550 

For genius fwells more ftrong and clear, 

W hen elofe confin’d, like bottled beer: 

So Prigi’s wit gain’d greater pow'r 

By infpitation of thetow'r 5 

And Raleigh, faft in pris’n hurl'd, 

Wrote all the hilt’ ry of the world: 

$o Wilkes grew, while in yailhe lay, 

More patriotic ev'ry day 5 

But found his zeal, whew not confia’d, 

Soon fink below the freezing point, 2560 

And public {pirit once to fair, 

Evaporatze in open air, 

But thou, great favourite of Venus, 

By no fuch luck thall cramp thy genius : 

Thy triendly ftars, call wars thali ceate, 

Shall ward th’ ill fortune of releafe, 

And hold thee faflt, in bonds not feeble, 

In good condition itill te feribble. 2568 

Such naci a: tare ihall thieldtiom firing, 

1 ys ° “See 
Bomb, carcafe, Langridge, and cold ion, 
Nor cruft chy dowbly-liurell’d head, 257% 
Torrude aflaults of fying lead. 

Hence, in this Saratogue retreat, 

For pure good fortune thou lc be beat ; 
Nattakeao't, releas d, orrefeucd, 2575 
Pafsfor (mall change, like fi aple Preicet. 
But capcturd there, as tates betall, 

Shalt ftand thy hind tor’ 


2555 


t, ouce fer all. 


2540 
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Then raife thy daring thoughes fublime, 
And dip thy conqu’ring pen in rhyme, 
And, anking wart fox puns and yokes, 
Write new Blockades and Maids of Oaks.”* 

This faid, he turn’d, and faw che tale 
Had dy’d my trembling cheeks wich pales; 
Then pitying in a milder vean 2535 
Purfued the vilionary ttraan. [views 

‘* Toe much perhaps hath pain’d your 
Of vi@' ries gain’d by rebel crews; 
Now fee the deeds net fmail or fcaney, 
Of Bricifh valour and human’ty ; 
And learn from this aufpicious ashe, 
How England's fons and friends can fight, 
In what dread tcenes their courage grows, 
And how they conquer all their toes.” 

I look’d, and faw in wintry skies 259$ 
Our {pacious prifon-walls arife, 
Where Britons all their captives taming, 
Piied them with fcourging, cold and ta- 

min? 5 

Leduc’d to Life’s concluding ftages, 2599 
By noxious food and plagues caatayious. 
Aloft che mighty Loring ftood, | blood. 
And thriv’d, like { Vampyre, on their 


2398 


~ And, counting all his gains ar fing, 


Dealt daily rations ouc of poifon. 
Amid the dead that croud racicene, 
The moving skeletons were feen. 
Ac hand our troops in vaunting ftrains, 
Intulced all taear wants ard pains, 
And curn’d on allthe dying tribe, 
The bitter taunt 2nd (coraful jibe: 
The Bricith ofhiceis of mighz, 
Triumphanc at the joyful jigit, 

©’ er foes ditarm’d with courage daring, 
Exhaufted ali their troops of fwearing. 
Around all ftain’d with rebel bind, s26a5 
Like Milton’s ilazar houte it {tood, 

Where viim defpair actended navie, 

Ana deach wis pov rnor of the houle. 
Amaz'd, I cried, ** Is this the way, 

That British valour wins the day?” 2¢:@ 
More had I faid, in itrains unwelcome, 
Tillinterrupted thus by Malcolm: fou 
** Blame not, quoth he, bur learn the rea- 
Cf this new mode of conqu ring treatoa. 
"Tis but a wile, politic pian, Lorg 
To root out all the rebel-clan 3; 
(For furely treafonne’ercanthrive 
Where nota foul is lett alive:) 

A tcheme, all other chiefs to tuipafs, 
And do th’ effettual work to purppie. 


1695 
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* The Maid of the Oaks, and the Block- 
ace of. Bofton, are Farces—--the firlt ac- 
knswiedged by general Burgoyne ; 
other generally afcribed to hina. 

tT The notion of Vampyres is a fiperfti. 
tion, that has greatly prevailed ia many 
partgof hurope. They precend it is a dead 
body, which ries our of its grave in the 
mighc, and fucks che load of the living. 
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For war itfelf is nothing farther, 
But th’ artand myftery of murder, 
And who moft methods has effay'd, 
Is the beft gen’ral of the trade, 
And ftands death’s plenipotentiary, © 2635 
To conquer, poifon, ftarve and bury. 

This Howe wellknew, and thus began, 
(Defpifing Carlton's coaxing plan, 

Who kept his pris’ ners well and merry, 
And dealt them food like commiffary, 
And by paroles and ranfoms vain, 

Difmifs dthem allto fight again:) 
Whence his firft captives with great fpirit, 
He tied up for his troops to fire * at, 

Aad hop’d they'd learn on foes thus taken, 
To aim at rebels without thaking.- 

Thea wife in ftratagem he plann’d 

The fure deftru@ion of the land, 

Turn’d famine, ficknefs, and defpair, 

To ufeful engiary of war, 2650 
Inftead of cannon, mufquet, ror,:r, 

Us'd peftilence, and death, and rorture 5 
Sent fgrth the fmall pox and the greater, 
To thin the land of ev'ry traitor, 2664 
And order’d out, with Irke endeivour, 
Detachmenrs of the pris’a-fever ; 

Spread defolation o'er their head, 

And plagues in providence’s ftead, 
Perforia’d with equal skill and beaury, 
Th’ avenging angel’s tourofduty, 2560 
Brought ail the elements to jor, 

And ftars to aid the grand defigy, 

As once in Jezeue with Killton’s brook, 
Fam’d Ifrael’s toes they fought and rook. 
Then proud to raife a glorious name, 

And env’ lout of his country’s fame 
He bade thefe prif-o-walls arite, 
Like tem mlz row’ ring to the skies, 
Where Eruith Clemency renown'd, 
Might fix her feat on facred ground; 2670 
(That Virtue, as each herald fayrh, 

Of whole blood kin to public faith) 
Where all her godlike pow’ rs unveiling, 
She finds a grateful fhrine to dwell in. 
Then at this altar forherhonour, 2695 
Chofe this highprieft to wait upon her, 
Who with jutt rites, in ancient guifes, 
Proferts thofe human faciifices ; 

Great Loring, fam’d above al! livmen, 

A proper prieft for LybianAmmon, 2680 
Who, while Howe’s gifts his brows adurns, 
Had match’d that deity in horns. 

Here ev'ry day, her vot’ries tell, 

She more devours thanth’ idol Bei ; 

And thirfts more rav’ nonfly for gore, 

Than any worfhipp’d pow’r before. 2686 
That ancient heathen vothead Moloch 

Oft ftay'd his ftomach with a bullock, 


2631 


* This was done openly and without cen- 
fure by the troops undzr Howe's command 
in many inftances, on his firft conqueli of 
Long-Ifland. 
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@r, if his morning rage you'd check firil, 

One child fuffic’d him for a breakfaft. 

But British Clemency with zeal 2694 

Devours her hundreds at a meal, 

Right well by nat’ ralifts defin’d, 

A being of carniv’rous kind. 

$o crit Gargantua § pleas’d his palate, 

And eat his pilgrims up forfallad. 2698 

Not biefs’d with maw lefs ceremonious, 

The wide-mouth'd whale that fwallew'd 

Jonas ; 

Like earchquake gapes, to death devece, 

That open feputchre, herthroat: 2706 

The grave, or barren womb you'd ftuf, 

4gid {uoner biing co cry, enough 5 

Cr farten up to fair condition, 

The lean-ficih'd kine of Pharaoh's vifiom 
Behold her temple where it ftands, 

KkreQ by fam'd Bricannic hands : 

"Tis the blackhole of Indian ftru@ure, 

New-butic with English architeQure, 

©» plan, ’tis faid, contriv’d and wrote, 

Ey Clive, before he cut his thtoat; 2716 

W ino, ere he took himfel! in hasd, 

Was her highpricft in nabob-land : 

And when, with congu’ring glory crown’d, 

Med well enflav'd the nation round, 

W ith pitying heart, the gen’ rous chil, 

(Since flav’ ry’s warfe than lofs of life) 

Rad: defolation circle Far, 2717 

And famine end the work of war; [rits, 


“Thus loos’d thei: chains; and for tkeir me- 


Difmifs’d them free to worlds of fpivits : 
Whence they, with gratitude and praife, 
Return’d* «’ atcend his latterdays, 2722 
And, bov’ ring round his reftlefs bed, 
Spread nightly vifions o’er his head. 

Now turn, he cried, to fobler fights, 
And mark the prowefs of our fights : 
Behold, like whelps of Britith lion, 

The warriors, Clinton, Vaughan, Tryon, 
March forth with patriotic joy, 

To ravith, plunder, burn, deftroy. 2738 
Great gen’ tals, foremoft in the nation; 
The journeymen of Defolation | 

Like Samfon’s foxes, each affails, 

Let loofe with firebrands in their tails, 
And fpreads deftru@ion more forlorn, 
Than they did in Philiitine corn. 2736 
And fee in flames their triumphs rife, 
Iiluming all the nether skics, 

And ftreaming like a new Aurora, 
The weltern hemifphere with glory ! 
What towns in athes laid, confefs 


f s 2741 
Thefe heroes’ prowefs and fuccefs ! 


§ Sce Rabclais’s hiftory of the giant 
Cargantua. 

| Clive, in the latter years of his life, 
couceived himfelf perpetually haunted by 
the vhofts of thofe, who were the vidims 
of his Gritith humanity ia the Eaft-Ine- 
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ame fortane’s wheel has turn’d fo fhort, 
Ir plung’d us fairly in the dire ; 

Could mortal arm our fears have ended, 
This arm (and thook it) had defended. 
But longer now “tis vain to ftay 5 
See ev'n the reg’lars run — ; 
Wait not till things grow defperater, 
For hanging is nolaughing matter: 
This might your grandfircs’ fortunes tell 


2280 


ouon, 
Who both were hang’d the laf rebellion ; 
Adventure then no longer ftay, 2285 


But call your friends and run away. 

For lo, thro’ deep<ft glooms of night. 

I come to aid thy fecond fight, 

Difclofe the, plagues that round us wait, 

And wake th: dark decrees of fate. 2290 

Afcend this ladder whence unfurl'd 

The curtain opes of t’ other world ; 

For here new worlds their fcenes unfold, 

Seen from this backdoor of the old. 

As when Zineas rifqu’'d his life, 2395 

Like Orpheus vent’ ring for his wife, 

And bore in thow his mortal carcafe, 

Thro’ realms of Erebus and Orcus, 

Then in the happy fields Elyfian, 

Saw all his euleye fons invifion: 2300 

As thown by great archangel, Michael, 

Old Adam toe the world’s whole fequel, 

And from the mount’s extended fpace, 

The rifing fortunes of his race ; 

So from this {tage thalt thou behold, 3305 

The war its coming {cenes unfold, 

Rais’d by my arm to meet thinc eye; 

My Adam, thou ; thine Angel, I. | 

But firft my pow'r for vifions * bright, 

Muft cleanfe from clouds thy mental fight, 

Remove the dim fuffufions fpread, 2311 

Which bribes and fal ries there have bred ; 

And from the well of Bute infufe, 

Three genuine drops of Highland dews, 

To purge, like euphrafy and rue, 2315 

Thine cyes, for much thou hait to view. 
Now, freed from tory darknefs, raife 

Thy head, and {py the coming days ; 

Por lo! before our feeond-fight, 


The continent afcends in light ; 2320 
From north to fouth what g«th’ring 
fwarms, 


Increafe the pride of rebel arms ! 

Thro’ ev’ry ftate our legions brave, 

Speed gallant marches tothe grave, 

Of battling whigs the frequent prize, 
While rebel trophies ftain the skies. 232 
Behold o’ er northern realms afar, 

Extend the kindling flames of war! 

See fam’d $t. John’s and Montrea!, 
Doom’d by Montgom’ry’s arm to fail ! 
Where Hudfon with majelticfway, 2332 
Thro’ hills difp.:ted ploughs his way ; 


* Sog Milton's Paradife Leit, Book rr. 
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Fate fpreads on Bemus’ Heights alarms, 

And pours deftruétion on our arms 5 

There Bennington’s enfanguin’d plain, 

And Stony Point, the prize of Wayne; 

Behold near Del wire’s icy roar, 

Where morning daw=s on Trenton’s thore, 

While Heflians ipread their Chriftmas 
fealts, 

Ruth rude thofe uninvited zuefts ; 2340 

Nor aught avail, to whigs a prize, 

Their martial whiskers’ prifly fize. 

On Princeton plains our heroes yicld, 

And fpread in flight the vanquith’d field, 

While fear to Miwhood’s heeis puts on 

Wings wide as worn by Maia’s fon. 2346 

Behold the Pennfylvanian fhore, 

Enrich’d with ftreams ot Britith gore 5 

Where many a vet’ ran chief in bed 

Of honor refts his flumb’ring head, 2350 

And in foft vales in land of foes, 


Their wearied virtue finds repote. ¢ 


See plund’ring Dunmore’s negro band, 
Fly Seesitioons from Virginia's ftrand ; 

And far on fouthern hills our coufins, 235 
The Scotch M*Donalds, fall by dozens ; 
Or where King’s Mountain lifts its head, 
Our ruin’d bands in triumph led ! 
Behold o’er Tarlton’s biuft’ ring train, 

The rebels ftretch the captive chiin ! 2360 
Afac near Eutaw’s fatal iprings 
Defending vid’ ry fpreads,hex wings! 
Thio’ all the land in various chace, 

We hunt the rainbow of tucceis 5 
Imvain! cheir chief tupctior ull 2345 
Eludes our force with Fabian skull, 

Or, fwift defcending, by furprize, 

Like Pruflia’s eagle {weeps the prize.” 

I look’d, nor yet, oppreft with fears, 
Gave credit to my eyes or ears, 237@ 
But held the views 2n empty dream, 

On Serkley’s immaterial {cheme 5 

And pond’ ring fad with troubl'd breaft. 
Ac length my rifing doubts expreis’d, 

** Ah whither, thus by rebels {mitten, 

Is fedth’ omnipotence of Britain, 2376 
Or fail’d ic’s ufual guard to keep, 

Gone truanting or fall’n aficep ? 

As Baal his prophets left cerfounded, 
And bawling vor’ ries gath’d and wounded: 
Didnot, retiu’dto bow'rs Elyfian, 

Great Mars leave with her his commiffion, 
And Neptune erft in treaty free, 

Give up dominion o'er the fea ? 

Elie where’s the faich of tam’'d orations, 
Addrets, debate, and prodlamations, 

Or courtly fermon, laureatode, 

And ballads on the watry god; — [riches 
With whofe high ftrains great George en- 
His @loquence of gracious fpeeches ? 23ge 
Nor faithful'te our Highland eyes, 

Thefe deadly forms of vifion rife, 

But {ure fome whig infpiring fprite, 

Now palms dcuiion en our fight. 
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Pd fcarcely truft a tate fovain, 2395 

Should revelation prompt the ftrain, 

OrOffian’s ghoft the fcenes rehearfe, 

In all the melody ef * Erfe.” (fufion 
*© Too long, quoth Malcolm, with con- 

You've dwelt already indelufion, 2400 

As feeprics, of all fools the chief, 

Hold taith in creeds of unbelief. 

Teome to diaw thy veil alide 

OF error, prejudice, and pride. 

Fools love deception, but the wife 2405 

Prefer fad truths topleafing lies. 

For know chofe hopes can ne'er fucceed 

Thar truft on Britain's breaking reed. 

For wesk’ning long from bad to worfe, 

By fatal atrophy of purfe, 2416 

She feels at!ength, with trembling heart, 

Her foes have found her mortal part. 

Asfam'd Achilles, dipt by Thetis 

Io Styx, asfung in ancient dittics, 

Grew ail cafeharden’d o’cr like fteel, 2415 

Invulnerablic, fave his heel, {{quibs, 

And laugh'd at fwords, and fpears, as 

And all difeafes, but the kibes 5 

Yet met at lail his fatal wound, 

By Paris’ arrow nail’d to ground: 2420 

So Britain’s boatted ttrength deferts, 

In chef: her empire's urmoft skirts, 

Remov'd beyond hei tierce impieffions, 

And atimofphere of omniprefence ; 

Nor tothefe thores’ remoterends, 2245 

Her dwarf omnipotence extends : 

Whence in this turn of things fo ftrange, 

*Tis time our principles to change. 

For vain that boafted faith, which gathers 

No perquifite but tar and feathers, 2430 

No pay, bur whig’s infulting malice, 

And no promotion, but the gallows. 

I've long enough ftood firm and fteady, 

Half hang’d for loyalty already : 

And couldI fave my neck and pelf 2.435 

i'd turn a flaming whig myfelf, 

And quit this caufe and courfe and calling, 

Like rats that fly from houfe that’s falling. 

But fince, obnoxious here to fate, 

This faving wifdom comes too late, 2440 

Our nobleft hopes already croft, 

Our fal’ ries gone, our titles loft, 

Doem’d to worfe fuff’ rings from the mob, 

Than Satan’sfurg’ ries us’don Job ; 

What more remains but now with fleight, 
What's leftof usto fave by flight? 2446 
Now raife thine eyes, for vifions true 

Again afcending wait thy view.” 

I look’ d, and, clad in early light, 

The fpires of Bofton rofe to fight; 2450 
The morn o'er eaftern hills afar, 

Iilum’d the varying fcenes of war. 


Great Howe had long fince in the lap 


Of Loring taken out his nap, 


* Erfe, the ancient Scottith language, 
in which Offian wrote his pocms. 


And with the fun’s afeending ray, _. 244¢ 

The cuckold came to take his pay. 

When ali th’ encircling hills around, 

W ith inftancaneous breaftworks crown’d, 

With pointed thunders met his fight, 

By magic rear’d the former night. 2466 

Each fummit, far as eye commands, 

Shone peopled with rebellious bands. 

Aloft their tow’ ring heroes rife, 

As Titans erft affail’d the skies, 2464 

Leagu’d with fuperior force to prove 

The fcepter’d hand of Britith Jove. 

Mounds pil’d on hills afcended Fair 

With batt’ ries plac’d in middle air, 

That rais’d like angry clouds on high 

Seem'd like th’ artili’ry ofthe sky, 2470 

And hurl’d their fiery bolts amain, 

In thunder on the trembling plain. 

Ifaw along the proftrate ftrand, 

Our batHed gen’rals quit theland, 2474 

And f{wift as frivheed mermaids flee, 

T’ our boafted element, the fea ! 

Refign that long contefted shore, 

Again the prize of rebel-pow r, 

And tow :dtheirtownof refuge fly, 

Likeconvict Jews condemn’dtodic. 2480 
Then row’ rd the north, Iturn’d my eyes, 

Where Saratoga’s heights arife, 

And faw our chofen vet’ran band, 

Netcend in terror o'er the land; 

T’ oppote this fary of alarms, 2485 

Saw all New-England wake to arms, 

And ev’ry Yanky full’of mettle, 

Swarm forth, like bees at found of kettle. 

Not Rome, when Tarquin rap’d Lucretia, 

Saw wilder muft’ ring of militia. 24 

Thro’ all the woods and plains of fight, 

What mortal battles fill’d my fight, 

While Britith corfes ftrew'd the thore, 

And Hudfon ting’d his {treams with gore! 

What tongue can tell the difmal day, 

Or paint the party-colour’d fray ; 2496 

When yeomen lett their fields afar, 

To plough the crimfon plains of war ; 

When zeal to fwords cransform’d their 

thares, 

And turn’d their pruning-hooks to fpears, 

Chany’d tailors’ geefe ta guns and ball, 

And ftrech’d to pikes the cobler’s awl ; 

W hile hunters fierce, like mighty Nimrod, 

Made onour troops a daring inroad ; 

And lev Iling fquint on barrel round, 2505 

Brought our beau-officers to ground ; 

While rifle-frocks fent gen’ rals cap’ ring, 

And redcoats thrunk from leathern apron, 

And epaulette and gorget run 2509 

From whinyard brown and rufty gun: 

While funburnt wigs in high command, 

Ruth furious on our frighted band, 

And ancient beards and hoary hair, 

Like metcors ftream in troubled air. 

W ith locks unthorn not Samfon more 

Made ufelefs all the thow of war, 2516 
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What blacken’d walls, or burning fane, 

For trophies fpread the ruin’d plain ! 

Whagfemales caught in evil hour, 

By e fubmit to Britith pow'r, 

Or plunder’d negroes in difafter, 

Confefs king George their lord & mafter ! 

What crimfon cottes ftrew their way, 

Till fmoking carnage dims the day ! 

Along the fhore for fure reduction 

They wield their befom of deftruaion. 

Great Homer likens, in his Ilias, 

To dogttar bright the fierce Achilles 5 

But ne er beheld in red preceflion, 2765 

Three dogftars rife in conftellation 5 

Or faw in glooms of ev’ ning mifty, 

Such fiens of fiery triplic’ ty, 

Which far beyond the comet’s tail, 

Portend deftruction where they fail. 2760 

Oh had Great-Britain’s godlike fhore, 

Produc’d but ten fuch heroes more, [tion 

They'd fpar’d the pains and held the tta- 

Of this world’s final conflagration, 

Which when its time comes, at a ftand, 

Would find its work all done t” its hand! 
Yet tho’ gay hopes our eyes may blefs, 

Indignant fate forbids fuccefs 5 

Like morning dreams our congueft figs, 

Ditpers’d betore the dawn arife.”’ 2760 
Here Malcolm paus’d: when pond’ ring 
_ long, 

Grief thus gaye utt’rance to my tongue: 

** Where thrink in fear our friends dif- 

may’'d, 

And all thetories’ promis’d aid, 

Can none amid thefe fierce alarms 

Affift the pow’r of royal arms ?’’ 

*¢ In vain, he cried, our king depends 

Ona promis’d aid of vory-fricnds. 

When our own efforts want fuccefs, 

Friends ever fail as fears increafe. 

As leaves in blooming verdure wove, 

In warmth of fummer clothe the grove, 

But whem autumnal frofts arife, 

Leave bare their trunks to wintry skies ; 

So while your pow’r can aid their ends, 

Youne’er can need tea thoufand friends ; 

But once in want, by foes difmay’d, 

May advertite them ftol’n or ttray’d. 

Thus ere Great-Britain’s ftrength grew 

flack, 

She gain’d that aid, the didnotlack, 2790 

But now in dread, imploring pity, 

All hear unmev’'d her dol’ vous ditty ; 

Allegiance wand’ring turns aftray, 

And faith grows dim for lack of pay. 

Tn vain the tries by new inventions, 2795 

Fear, falihood, flatt’ry, threats and penli- 

ons, 

Or fends commifs’ners with credentials 

Of promiies and penitentials. 

As ter his fare o’er Styx of old, 

The Trojan Role the boushof gold, a8oe 


4 


2745 


2775 


1780 


377 


And left grim Cerb’ rus fhould make head, 
stuft’d both his fobs with * gingerbread 5 
Behold at Britain’s utmoft thifts, 
Comes Johnftone loaded withlike gifts, 
Toventure thro’ the whiggifhtribe, 2805 
To cuddle, wheedle, coaxand bribe, 
Enter their lands and on his journey, 
Poffeffion take, as king’s cttorney, 
Buy ali the vaffals to protect him, 280g 
And bribe the tenants not t’ eye& him 5 
Avd call, to aid his defp’rate miffion, 
His petticoated politician, 
While Venus, join’d t’ affift the farce, 
Strolls forth ambafiador for Mars. 2814 
In vain he ftrives, for while he lingers, 
Thefe maftitts bite his off’ sing fingers ; 
Nor bays for George and realms infernal, 
One {paniel, but the mongrel Arnold. 
_’Twere vain to paint invifion'd thow, 
The mighty nothings done by Howe 5 
What towns he takes in mortal fray, 
As ttations, whence to run away 3 
What congnefts gain’d in battles warm, 
To us no aid, to them no harm ; 
For {till th’ event alike is fatal, 
Whate’er fuccefs attend the battle, 
If he gain vidory, or lofe it, 
Who ne’er had skill enough to ufe it; 
And better “twere at their expence, 
T’ have drubb’d him into common fenfe, 
And wak'd by baftingsorhis rear, 2338 
Th’ a@ivity, tho’ but of fear. 
By flow advance his arms prevail, 
Like emblematic march of fnail ; 
That be millennium nighor far, 283y 
*Twould long before him end the war. 
From York to Philadelphian ground, 
He {weeps the mighty flourith round, 
Wheel ‘dcire'Lat by excentric ftars, 
Like racing boys at prifon-bars, ee 
Who take the adverfe crew in whole, 
By running round the opp’ fite goal ; 
Works wide the traverfe of his courfé, 
Like thip in ftorms’ oppoling force, 
Like mill horfe circling in kis race, 
Advances not a fingle pace, 
And leaves no trophjes of reduction, 
Save that of cankerworms, deftrudiion ¢ 
Thus having long both countries curft, 
He quits them, as he foundthem firlt, 
Steers home difgrac’d, of little worth, 
To join Burgoyne andrailatNorth, 2854 
Now raife thine eyes, andview with plea- 
{ure, 
The triumphs of his fam’d fucceffor.” 
J iook’d, and now by magic lore, 285g 
Faint rofe to view the Jerfey thore ; 
But dimly feen in glooms array’d, 
For night had pour’d her fable thade, 
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And ev'ry ftar with glimm’ rings pale, 
Was muffled deep in evening veil: 2860 
Scarce vifible in dusky night, 

Advancing red-coats rofe to fight ; 

The lengthen’ d train in gleaming rows 
Stole filent from their flumb’ ring foes 5 
Slow mov'd the baggage ; and the train 
Like fnail crept noaielefs o'er the plain ; 
No trembling foldier dard cofpeak, 

And not a wheel prefum’d to creak. 2868 
My looks my new furprife confefs'd, 
Till by great Malcolm thus addrefs’d:” 

** Spend not thy wits in vain refearches 5 
’Tis one of Clinton’s moonlight marches. 
From Philadelphia now retreating, 

To fave his anxious troops 2 beating, 
With hafty ftride he flies in vain, 2875 
His rear attack’d on Monmouth plain: 
With various chance the mort: fray 
Is lengthen’d to the clofe of day, 
When his tir’d bands o’ermatch'’d in fight, 
Arerefcued by defcending night; 2880 
He forms his camp with vain parade, 
Tillev’ning f{preads the world with fhade, 
Then ftill, Like fome endanger’d fpark, 
Steals off on tiptoe in the dark ; 2884 
Yet writes his king in boafting tone, 

How grand he march’d by light of moon. 
Tfee him ; but thou canft not ; proud 

He leads in front the trembling crowd, 
And wifely knows, if danger’s near, 

Twill fall the heavieft on his rear. 28g0 
Go on, great gen’ral, nor regard 

The {coffs of ev’ ry {cribbling bard, 

Who fing how gods that fatal night 

Aided by miracles your flight, 

As once they us'd, in Homer’sday, 2895 
To help weak heroes run away 3 

Tell how the hours at awful trial, 

Went back, as erft on Ahaz’ dial, 

While Britith Jothua ftay’dthe inoon, 

On Monmouth plains for Ajalon : 2900 
Heed not their {neers and jibes fo arch, 
Becaufe the fet before your march. 
Afmall miftake, vour meaning right, 
Youtake her influence for her light 5 

Her influence, which thall be your guide, 
Ando’er your gen’ ralthip prefide. 2906 
Hence ftill fhalltcem your empty skull, 
With vi@’ries when the moon’s at full, 
Which by tranficion yet more ftrange, 
Wane todefeats before the change; 2910 
Hence all your move ments, all your notions 
Shall ftecr by like excentric motions, 
Eclips'd in many a fatal crifis, 

And dimm’d when Wathington arifes. 
And fee how fate, hertelf turn’d traitor, 
Inverts the ancient courfeof nature, 2916 
And changes manners, tempers, climes, 
To fuit the genius of the times. 

See Bourbon forms his gen’ rous plan, 

Firlt guardian of the rights of man, 2g20 


And prompt in firm alliance joins, 

To aid the rebels’ proud defigns. 

Behold from realms of eaftern day 

His fails innuin’rous_thape their #ay, 

In warlike line the billows fweep, 2925 

And roll the thunders of the deep. 

See low in equinodtial skies, 

The Weftern Mands fall their prize. 

See Britith flags, o’ermatch’d jn might, 

Put all their faith in ivftant fight, 293¢ 

Or broken {quadrons from th’ affray, 

Drag flow their wounded hulks away : 

Behold his chiefs in daring fets, 

D'Elftaigns, De Grafics, and Fayettes, 

Spread thro’ our camps their dread alarms, 

Aod fwell the fears of rebel arms. 2936 

Yet ere our empire fink in night, 

Onc gleam of hope shall trike the fight ; 

As lamps that fail of oil and fire, 

Collc& one glimm’ring to expire. 2.9 49 

And lo, where fouthern theres extend, 

Benold our union’d hofts defcend ; 

Where Charl ftown views with varying 
beams 

Her turrets gild th’ encircling ftreams. 

There by fuperior might compell'd, 

Behold their gallant Lincoln yield, 

Nor aught the wreaths avail him now, 

Pluck’ d from Burgoyne’s imperious brow. 

See furious from the vanquifh'd itrand, 

Cornwallis leads his mighty band: 295¢ 

The fouthern realms and Georgian fhere 

Submit, and own the vidor’s pow’ r. 

Lo, funk Letore his wafting way, 

The Carolinas fall his prey ! 

In vain embattled hofts of foes 2 

Filay in warring ftrife t oppofe. 

See, thrinking from his conqu ring eye, 

The rebel legions fall or fly ; 

And, with’ring in thefe torrid skies, 

The northern laurel fades and dies. 2960 

W ith rapid force he leads his band 

To fair Virginia’s fated ftrand, 

Triumphant eyes the travell’d zone, 

And boafts the fouthern realms his own : 

Nor vet this hero’s glories bright 2965 

Blaze only in the fields of fight : 

Not Howe’s human’ty more deferving 

In gifts of hanging and of ftarving 5 

Not Arnold plunders more tobacco, 

Or fteals more negroes for Jamaica: 

Scarce Rodney’s felf among th’ Eultatians, 

Infults fo well the laws of nations ; 

Ev'n Tryon’s fame grows dim and mourn- 


ing 
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He yields the laurel crown of burning. 
I fee with rapture and furprife, 2975 


New triumphs fparkling in thine eyes : 
But view where now renew'd in might, 
Again the rebels dare the fight.”’ 
I look’d, and far in fouthern skies, 
Saw Greene, their fecend hopey arife, 
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And with his fmall but gallant band, 
Invade the Carolinian land. 
As winds in ftormy circles whirl’d, 
Ruth bellowing o’ er the darken’d world, 
And where their wafting fury roves, 
Succeflive fweep th’ aftonith'd groves : 
Thus where he pours the rapid fight, 
Our boafted conquefts fink in night, 

And wide o’er all th’ extended field, 
Our forts refign, our armies yield, 2990 
Tillnow regain’d the vanquith’d land, 

le lifts his ftandard on the ttrand. 

Again to fair Virginia’s coatt, 
Iturn’d, and view'd the Britith hoft, 
Where Chefapeak’s wide waters lave 
Her thores, and join th’ Atlantic wave: 
There fam’d Cornwallis tow’ ring rofe, 
And fcorn’d, fecure, his diftant foes : 

His bands the haughty rampart raife, 
And bid th’ imperial ftandard blaze. 
When lo, where ocean’s bounds extend, 

I faw the Gallic fails afcend, 3003 
Wich fav'ring breezes {tem cheir way, 
And crowd with thips the {pacious bay. 
Lo Wathington froin northern thores, 
O’er many a region whicels his torce : 

And Rochambeau, with legions bright, 
Defcends in terrors to the fight. 

Not fwifter cleaves his rapid way, 
The eagle cow’ ring o'er his prey, 

Or knights in fam'd romance that fly 
On fairy pinions thro’ che sky. 
Amaz’d, the Briton’s ftartled pride 
Sees ruin wake on ev ry fide ; 

And all his troops to fate confign’d, 
By inftancaneous ftroke Burgoyn’d. 
Not Cadmus view'd with more furprife, 
Frem earth'embattl’d armies rife, 

When, by fuperior pow’s impell’d, 

He fow'd with dragon’s teeth the field. 
Here Gallic troops in terror ftand, o21 
There ruth in arms the rebel band ; 

Nor hope remains from mortal fight, 

Or that lait Britith refuge, flight. 

I faw with looks downcait and grave, 
‘The chief emerging from his cave *, 
(Where chac’d like hare in mighty round, 
His hunters earth’d him firft in ground) 
And doom’d by fate to rebel fway, 

Yield all his captur’d hofts a prey. 303 
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35 
There while Iview'd the vanquith’d town, 
‘Thus witha figh my friend went on: 
“¢ Beholdft thou not that band forlorn, 
Like flaves in Roman triumphs borne ; 
Their faces length’ning with their fears, 
And cheeks diftain’d with {treams of tears, 
Like dramatis perfonz fage, 3037 
Equipt to a@ on Tyburn’s ftage ? 


* Alluding to the well-known fad of 
Cornwallis’s caking up his refidence im a 
cave, during the fiege of York-town. 
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Lo thefe are they, who lur’d by follies, 
Left all and follow'd great Cornwallis ; 
True totheir king, wich firm devotion, 
For confcience fake and hop’d promotiong 
Expedant of the promis’d glories, 
And new millennial ftate of tories. 
Alas, invain, all doubts forgetting, 3045 
They tried th’ omnipotence of Britain ; 
Buc found her arm, once ftrong and brave, 
So thorten’d now the cannot fave. 
Not more aghait departed fouls, 30 
Who risk’d their fate on popith bulls, 
And find $t. Peter at the wicket 
Refufe to counterfign their ticker, 
When driv’n to purgatory back, 
With all their pardons in their pack: 
Than tories mult’ring at their ftations 
On faith of royal proclamations. osé 
As pagan chiefs at ev’ry crifis, 
Confirm d their leagues by facrifices, 
And herds of beafts to all their de’ties, 
Oblations fell at clefe of treaties: 3068 
Cornwallis thus in aneient fafhion, 
Concludes his league of cap’tulation, 
And vidims due to rebel-glories, 
Gives this fin-off ring up of tories. 
Sec where reljev'd from fad embargo, 
Steer of confign’d a recreant cargo, 
Like ole {capegoats to roam 1n pain, 
Mark’d like their great forerunner, Cain, 
The reft now doom’d by Britith leagues, 
To jultice of refentful whigs, ° 3079 
Hold worthlefs lives on tenure ill, 
OF tenancy at rebel-will, 
While hov’ ring o’er their forfeit perfons, 
The gallows waits his fure reverfions. 
Thou too, M‘Fingal, ere that day, 3075 
halt tafte the terrors of th’ affray. 
See o'er thee hangs in angry skics, 
(Where whigvith contftellations rife, 
And while plebtian figns afcend, 
Their mob infpiring aipe&s bend) 308e 
That baleful ftar, whofe * horrid hair 
Shakes forth the plagues of down and tar! 
i fee the pole, that rears on high 
Its flag terrific thro’ the sky ; 
The mob beneath prepar’d t’ attack, 3085 
And tar predeftin’d for thy back! 
Ah quit, my friend, this dang’ious home, 
Nor wait the darker fcenes to come 3 
For know that Fate's aufpicious door, 
Oxce fhut to flight, is op'd no more, 309e 
Nor wears its hinge by various ttations, 
Like mercy’s door in proclamations. 
But left thou paufe, or doub: to fly, 
To ftranger vifions turn thine eye: 
Each cloud that dimm’d thy mental ray, 
And all the mortal mifts decay ; 3095 
See more than human pow’rs befriend, 
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And !o their holtile forms afcend ! 

See tow’ ring e’er th’ extended ftrand, 

The genius of the weftern land, 3405 
In vengeance arm'd, his fword affumes, 
And ftands, like tories, dreft in plumes. 
See o'er yon council feat with pride, 

How Freedom fpreads her banners wide ! 
There Patriotifm with torch addrefs’d, 
To fire with zeal each daring breaft ! 
While all the virtues in their band, 
Efc»pe from yon unfriendly lard, 

Defert their ancient Britith ftation, 
Poffeis'd with rage of emigration. 3110 
Honour, his bufinefs at a fans, 

For fear of ftarving quits their land 5 

Ani Juftice, long difgrac’d at court, had 
By Mansfield’s fentence, been tranfported. 
Vid’ ry and Fame attend their way, 3115 
Tho’ Britain with their longer ftay, 

Care not what George or North would be 
Nor heed their writs of ne exeat, t 
But fir’d with love of colonizing, 

Quit the fali’n empire for the rifling.” 

I look’d, and faw with horror fmitten, 
Thefe hoftile powers averfe to Britain. 
When lo, an awful {peare rofe, 3123 
With layguid palenefs on his brows ; 
Wan dropfies {well’d his form beneath, 
And ic’d his bloated cheeks with death ; 
His tatter'd robes expes’d him bare, 

"To ev'ry blaft of ruder air ; 

On two weak crutches propt he flood, 
That bent at ev'ry ftep he trod, 3T30 
Gilt titles graced their fides fo flender, 
One, ** Regulation,” tother, ** Tender,” 
His bréaftplate grav’d with various dates, 
*¢ The faith of all th’ united ftares :”” 
Before him went his fun’ ra! pall, 3135 
Nis grave ftood dug to wait his fall. 

T ftarted, and aghait I cried, 

<< What means this fpectre at their fide ? 
What danger froma pow’r fovain, 3139 
And why he joins that fplendid train 2” 

*¢ Alas, great Malcolm cried, experience 
Mivht teach you not to truft appearance. 
Here ftands, as dreft by fierce Bellona, 
The ghoit of continental money, 

Of dame neceffity defcended, 

With whom credulity engender’d. 

‘Tho’ born with conftitucion frail, 

And feeble ftrength that foon muft fail; 
Yet ftrangely vers’d in magic love, 

And gifted with transforming pow’r, 

His skillthe wealth Peruvian joins = 3151 
With diamonds of Brazilian mines. 

As erft Jove fell by fubtle wiles 

On Danae’s apron thro’ the tiles, 

In thow’rs of gold; hispotenthand 3155 
Shal! thed like thow’rs thro’ all the land. 
Lefs great the magic art was reckon’d, 
Of rallies calt by Charles the fecond, 
Or Law's fam’d Mifliffippi fchemes, 
@« all the wealth of South-fea dreams. 
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For he of all the world alone 318 

Owns the lorg-fonght philos pher’s ftone, 

Reftores the fab’ lous times to vieew 

And proves the tale of Midas true. 

O’er heaps of rags, he waves his wand, 

Allturn to gold at his command, 3166 

Provide for prefent wants and future, 

Raile armies, vidtual, clothe, accoutre, 

Adjourn our conquefts by effoign, 

Check Howe’s advance and take Burgoyne, 

Then makes all days of payment vain, 

And turns all back to rags again. 

In vain great Howe thall play his part, 

Toape and counterfeit his art 5 

Invain fhall Clinton, more belated, 

A cony'rer turn to imitate it 5 

With like ill luck and pow’r as narrow, 

They ILfare, like for’ cers of old Pharoah, 

Who tho’ the art they underftood 

Of turning rivers into blood, 7180 

And caus'd their frogs and inakes t’ exift, 

That with fome merit croak’d and hifs’d, 

Yet ne'er by ev'ry quaint device, 

Could frame the true Mojaic lice, 

He for the whigs his arts thalltry, 318% 

Their firft, andiong their fole ally ; 

A patriot firm, while breath he draws, 

He'll perith in his country’s caufe ; 

And when his magic labours ceate, 

Lie buried in eternal peace. 3190 
Now view the fcenes in future hours, 


_ That wait the tam’d Eutopean pow'rs : 


See where yon chalky cliffs arile, 
The hills of Britain ttrike your eyes : 
Its {mal! extenfion long fupply’d, 3195 
By vait immenficy of pride ; 

So fmall, that had it found a {tation 

In this new world at firlt creation, 

Or were by jultice doom’d to fuffer, 

And for its crimes trantported over, 3200 
We'd find full room for’t in lake Bri, or 
That larger water-pend, Superior, 
Where North on margin taking ftand, 
Would noz be able to {py land. 

No more, elate with pow’r, at cafe, 3205 
She deals her infults round the feas; 

See dwincling from her height amain, 
What piles of ruin f{pread the plain 5 
With mould’ ring huiks her ports are fill'd 
And brambles clothe the cultur’d field ! 
See on her cliiis her genius lies, 

His handkerchief at both his eyes, 

With many a deep-drawn figh and groan, 
To mourn her ruin and his own! 

W hile joyous Holland, France, and Spain, 
With conqu’ ring navies rule the mais, 
And Ruffian banneys wide unfurl'd, 
Spre_d commerce round the eaftern world. 
And fee (fight hateful and tormenting) 
Th’ Amer'can empire proud and vaunting, 
From anarchy thal! change her crafis, 
And fix her pow’r on firmer bafis ; 
To glory, wealth and fame afcend, 
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Her commecree rife, herrealms extend 5 
Where now the panther guards his den, 
Her defart foretts {warm with men, 

Her cities, tow’rs, and columns rife, 

And wees hee nyples meet the skies 5 
Her pines defcending tothe main 

In triumph fpread the wat'ry plain, 3230 
Ride inland lakes with fav’1ing gales, — 
And crowd her ports with whit’n.ng fails, 
Till to the skirts of weftern day, 

The peopled regions own her fway.” 

Tis farM’Fingaltoldhistale, 323 
When thund’ ring thouts his ears affail, 
And {trait a tory that ftood centry, 

Aghaift ruth’d headlong down the entry, 
And with wild outcry, like magician, 
Difpers’d the refidue of vifion + 3240 
For now the whigs intell’ gence found 
Of tories muftring under ground, 
And with rude bangs and loud uproar, 
*Gan thunder furious at the door. 
The lights put out, each tory calls 245 
To cover him on cellar walls. 
Creeps in each box, or bin, ortub, 
To hide his head from wrath of mob, 
Or lurks where cabbages in row 
Adorn’d the fide with verdant thow. 
M’Fingal deem’d it vain to ftay, 
And risk his bones in fecond fray 5 
But chofe a grand retreat from foes, 
In lit’ralfenfe, beneath their nofe. 
The window then, which none elfe knew, 
He foftly open’d, andcrept thro’: 3256 
And crawling flow in deadly fear, 
By movements wife, made good his rear 5 
Then {corning all the fame of martyr, 
For Bofton took his fwift departure ; 
Nor dar’d look back on fatalfpot, 3260 
More than the family of Lot. 
Not North in more diltrefs’d condition, 
Outvoted firft by oppofition : 
Nor good king George when that dire 
phantom 26 
Of independence comes to haunt him, 
Which hov’ring round by night and day, 
Not all his cony’rers yet can lay, 
His friends affembled for his fake, 
He wifely left in pawn at ftake, : 
‘To tarring, feath ring, kicks and drubs 
Of furious difappointed mobs, 
And with their forfeit hides to pay, 
For him their leader crept away. 
So when wife Noah fummon’d greetiag, 
All animals to gen’ral meeting, 3276 
From ev'ry fide the members fent 
All kinds of beafts to reprefent, 
Fach from the flood took care t’ embark 
And fave his carcafe in the ark : 
sut as it fares in fiate and church, 
Left his conftituents in the lurch. 


5 


End of the feurtl and laft Came. 


The Lion, the Maftifs, and other Dealts. 
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N former days---no matter when-— 
Four-footed beatts refembicd men; 

Partook of human fpeech and cares, 
And manag’d mighty ftate adairs. 
*Twas then a horrid war arofe 
Betwixt a lion and his foes. 
This lion was a licn fteur, 
And put the fierceft herds to rout : 
He kept quadrupet nations under, 
He flew like death, and roar’d like chunder. 
Eftablifhing his royal will! 
By right divine to govern ill ; 
Demolith’d equity asd law, 
And meafur'd jultice by his paw. 
Arous’d at laft, the beafts convene 
In full affemblyon the green : 
For common fenfe, and common Fear, 
United them both far and near. 

Why thou!d we lavith precious time, 
To number all their names in rhime, 
Or fwell the verfe to bring in pat 
The rabbit, monkey, moute, or cat? 
Suffice it——-all the brutes were there, 
And verted Reynayd in the chair. 
The moderator orders filence. 
In accents to be heard a mile thence 
And then each quadrupecal yeoman 
Spoke like a vet’ran Greek or Romany 
Determining to bid defience, 
And die, or kill defpotic lions. 
And one and all united roar, 
** We'll never ferve this tvrant more.” 
Then, holding up the hoof or paw, 
They make it a perpetual law. 
ings! gett . 
Scarce had the chairman fign’d the fame, 
When dowa upon them Leocame 
And like a whirlwind fwept along, 
And rent the boldeft of the throng. 
The nimble hare, the fubtte for , 
The kid, rhe heifer, and the o» 
The monkey, bear, the mole, ; 
And many a cloven-loorted w 


’ 


> 


At once forfoek the promis’ ftr 
Took to their heels, and Bed for li 
But in this crifis of their far 
When terror thook *em fr 41! 
The maftiffs rofe, a een’ 


, 


Reiolv’d to make one eallcznr f 
Oppofe the rampant ! en's 
And check his courfe, or ¢: 
At once they beard him tooth te face, 
And carnage covers 2i! the ; ; 
Their reeking lives the foil dilains 
They fall by thoufands on the plains: 
Nor yet from wel!-fought fields withdraw, 
Till they have torn awav hi 
And now the fugitives col! 
And thew che victors lug 
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To recompenfe their martial pranks, 
Behold a gen’ rous vote of-—thanks! 
With promife, if they'll fight again, 
Cf sourifhment from commoa den-— 
And if they break the lion’s head,. 
Tothem, and tothcir offspring, bread 5 
And alfo, thould their lives be loft, 
A fun’ ral at the public coft : 
Nay, and befides, what's due each beait, 
Full five days extra food at leaft. 
This folemn contraé feal’d and fign’d, 
Well executed to their mind ; 
Th’ affesbled brutes ere& their paws, 
And yicld the maltiffs freth applaufe 5 
Hail’em defenders of their frecdom, 
And fwear to love, and blefs, & feed’em ; 
Fawn on them with the fondeft greeting, 
And then adjourn the prefeat meeting : 
While each retires to tranquil life, 
To rear his young and kifs his wife. 
Meanwhile the maftiffs in the front 
OF bioody battles bear the brunt. 
And now the enemy attacking, 
They get perhaps a thorough whacking ; 
Anon, by ftratayem or chance, 
They claw his ears---and make him dance. 
Sev’n live long days---as many nights, 
Are crimfon’d@thus by horrid fights—- 
When Jove-—or deltiny—-or fate 
Impell’d each dog on Leo's pate--- 
Full at him the whole cohort runs-—— 
He roars---they bite-—-like fons of guns- 
And lacerate his monftrous jaw, 
And tear away the other paw ! 
This caus’d the rage of war to ceafe, 
And gave the frighte.d foreft peace. 
But who can now the joy difplay, 
Of fuch a happy holiday ! 
Agzuin quadruped crouds convene, 
And prance throughout the fylvan fcene-— 
Rejoice, exult inraptures rude, 
And feftive founds of gratitude. 
With pealing thouts the yroodlands ring, 
Fach mattiff’s glory-—-how they fing : 
** This nobly fought---that slorious died, 
*¢ And t’other thrath’d the lion’s hide-— 
*¢ What thaggy trophies thall they raife 
“+ Perpetuatiny patriot praife !” 
And now reieas'd from martial ftrife, 
The maftitfs feck a peaceful life. 
Worn out in battles, toils andcares, 
In fcar-feam’d coats-—aad filver hairs-— 
They humbly ask their promis’d food, 
The price of fafety----bought with blood. 


The Lion, the Maftiffs, &c. 


But envy, av'rice rear’dtheir creft, 
And brutal nature ftood confefs’d. 
The fox begins—-*+ I'd fooner thoot ye 
‘© Than pay you for a public duty-— 
** No honeft brute would dare to mentioyg 
That vile. commute--the five days’ pen- 
fion ! 
In this new commonwealth of reafon, 
Its very name amounts to treafon ! 
‘Tis true in war we found you ftout, 
Then who fo fit to fight it out ? 
Ail an:mals of fenfe and fcienee, 
Make dugs like you, contend with Lions; 
Hence to promote it— -we the wife, 
Agreed to coin politic lies-— 
In which all nations juftify us, 
Turk, Chriftian, Jew--—-profane and 
** pious. 
Befides, the contraa& has a flaw--- 
Some quadrupeds ne’er fign’d the law, 
And fiience does not give confent 
Ia beaflly courts of parliament-—~ 
Befure we kept this matter quiet, 
Till you fupprefs'd the bloody riot--- 
Yes--ergo--fince all never fign’d , 
The five days’ bargain cannot bind !” 
Bravillimo”’ exclaims the mole, 
(Juft creeping from his dirty hole) 
** A contra except each confents, 
*¢ Is null and void-—to all intents--~ 
‘* This psomife is defun& no lefs--- 
*¢ We made it under war's dureis : 
*¢ And all fuch covenants thould ceafe 
“¢ The moment we have gotten peace ; 
*¢ Hence for my life I cannot tze, 
‘¢ Why dogs are favour’d more than we : 
** Nor ‘> (replies the bearded Goat) 
*s Thatea maftiff,”’ (grunts the Shoat.) 
The monkey grins—--** what,. give my 
nuts, 
*¢ To cram a ragged maftifi’s guts |” 
The little fquirrel cocks his tail, 
And trufts ‘+ their whole demand will 
fail!” 
Fv'n graishoppers erect their backs, 
And thrugging ** hate the impolt tax,” 
And laft a flea in patriot pet, 
** Would rather bleed than pay the debt.” 
Thus are the war-worn mattifts treated, 
Cajol’d, and vilified, and cheated ! 


Let all whom no fuch fable fuits, 
Deteft ungrateful cheating brutes ? 
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Addrefs of the Convention held at Annapolis, in Sep- 
tember, 1786, Page 29% 


A View of the Federal Government of America. Its 
Defects, anda propofed Remedy. Letter I. 
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Letter II. on the fame Subject, 
' Letter IIT. fame Subject continued, 


Reprefentation Table for the United States, contain- 


ing the Number of Inhabitants, Quota of Taxes, 
Mean Proportion of Votes, &c. of cach State, 


Thoughts on the prefent Situation of Public Affairs, 


Confequences of the Retention of the Frontier Pofts by 

the Britifh, 
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On the Eftablifhment of a Mint at Rhode Iand, 
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pat) Memorial of the Committee of Merchants and Traders 

np at of Philadelphia to the General Affembly, ftating the 
Difadvantages of a Want of Sufficient Power in 

Congrefs, 


Refolves of the Affembly of Pennfylvania, on the fame 
fubject, 


Extract from the Proceedings of the United States in 
Congrefs affembled, being the Report of a Commit- 
tee to whom were referred feveral Documents relative 
to the General Syftem of Revenue recommended by 
Congrefs to the feveral States in the Union on the 
18th of April 1783, 


Petition of the Merchants, Traders, &c. of Bofton, 
to Congrefs, fetting forth the Injury the Trade and 
Commerce of America fuftain for want of proper 
Regulations, 


Extract from InftruStions to’ the Reprefenratives of 
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the State of Virginia, prefented by feveral of their 
Conftituents, 





On the Philadelphia Convention, 


Rural Concerns. 


On the Heffian Fly: a Publication by the New York 
Society for promoting ufcful Knowledge, 


Extract of a Letter from a Jerfey Farmer, on the above 
Subject, 


Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in New York, 
on Ditto, 


ee, ee 
Mi fcellanies. 


Addrefs to the Citizens of Philadelphia, and of the 
Diftricts of Southwark, and the Northern Liberties, 
on the Eftablifhment of Free Schools, 

Cruelty of Savages---beine an Account of the horrid 
fortures inflicted on Mavia and Chriftina Manheim, 


Account of the Scalping of the Wife and Children of 
the Reverend John Corbly, by a Party of Indians, 


Further Account of Jemimah Wilkinfon, Sarah Ri- 
chards, and Stephen Parker, being a Rejoinder to 
the Reply in favour of thofe People, 

Letters written in the American Camp in March 1783, 

Addrefs to the Good People of America, 


Humour. 


Account of a Buyer of Bargains, 


Petition of the young Ladies of Portfmouth, Boften, 
Newport, New London, Amboy, New Caftle, Willi- 
amsburgh, Wilmington, C harlefton, and Savannah, 
to the Honourable the Delegates of the United States, 
in Congrefs aflembled, 


Account of a Swifs Captain, 


Effay on the Virtues and Efficacy of Hemp, 
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M‘Fingal,an Epic Poem, 
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